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RESPONDENT.

As Director of the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services, | have
reviewed the record in this case, including the Initial Decision, the OAL case file and the
documents filed below. Procedurally, the time period for the Agency Head to file a Final
Decision is December 29, 2017 in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-10 which requires
an Agency Head to adopt, reject, or modify the Initial Decision within 45 days of receipt.
The I[nitial Decision was received on November 14, 2017.

The matier arises regarding the denial of Petitioner's Medicaid benefits. The
denial was based on assets held in a trust established by Petitioner in 2010.
Respondent determined that the trust did not qualify as an excludable asset and

counted it as an available resource. By including the value of the trust, Respondent



determined that Petitioner's resources exceed the $6,000 asset limit and denied
Pétitioner’é abpii.ca.t.i.énmfc.)f M-eldicrarid le.rsua.nt- to NJAC :10:%2-4.-5(5)“&‘.1(1 .10:.71;
4.11(a)-(f).

The Initial Decision held that the trust at issue was an irrevocable trust, which
Petitioner has no right, authority, or power over. Therefore, any assets in the trust were
not available to_Petitionér. Moreover, since Petitioner transferred all of the assets into
the trust when it was established in 2010, the asseis were transferred outside of the 60
month look-back period, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 47:71-4.11(e). As such, the Initial

Decision held that Hudson County impropetly counted the trust assets in determining

Petitioner's eligibility for Medicaid. Based on my review of the record, | concur with the
Initial Decision.
THEREFORE, it is on thi dj;'y of DECEMBER 2017,

ORDERED:;

That the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED.
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Megﬁrﬂi)avey, Director
Division of Medical ASS|stanc
and Health Services




