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 RESPONDENTS,

As Director of the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services, | have
reviewed the record in this case, including the Initial Decision, the OAL case file and the
documents filed below. Neither party filed exceptions in this matter. Procedurally, the
time period for the Agency Head to file a Final Agency Decision in this matter is October
30, 2017 in accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-10 which requires an Agency Head to
adopt, reject, or modify the Initial Decision within 45 days of receipt. The Initial Decision

was received on September 13, 2017.



The matter arises from the denial of Petit_ioner’s applic_atio_n fo_r Medicgid b_en_efits _
for failure to provide verifications. Petitioner applied for Medicaid benefits in June 2018,
claiming he was separated but gave no information about his wife. Somerset County
requested additional financial information as well as information about his spouse.
Petitioner alleged he had been separated from his spouse since January 2011 at which
time they separated their assets. The request for a waiver of the requirement to provide

information about his spouse was denied. By notice dated November 2, 2017,

Somerset-County deniedthe-application-and-Petitionerappealed:
The Initial Decision upheld the denial and, based on the record before me, |
concur. Petitioner's claim that he is unable to provide information regarding his wife's

assets as they separated their assets in January 2011 is disingenuous. The Initial

Decision highlights the inconsistencies in the statements and documents Petitioner

~presented as.proof that he was unable to-obtain-the-information. - - -

For example, Petitioner produced a separation agreement signed February 10,
2012 "with a purported effective date of November 1, 2010 — some fourteen months
prior and five months after the reported marriage date of May 30, 2010.” ID at 10. Yet,
since thét time, ﬂthr;; éouple hassolc; .(-Jne- hon;e iﬁ7270;2, purchaséé an_d fir;aﬁé;ad ehalno’;herw
home worth $1,050,000 in 2013 and filed for bankruptcy as joint debtors in 2015. The
bankruptcy forms filed in November 2015 aver that the debtors are married and are 7
living in the same household. R-10. The joint debt of $935,183.75 was from the.
purchase of their new home 2013, a year after they signed the separation agreement.

These are not actions of an estranged couple as they continue to act as husband and

wife so as to engage in financial transactions and file legal documents.



Aglditiopal_iy,_ the propf_arty is clas_sified_ as _1 5_F_ and is exempt from taxes. R-6.
See N.JAC. 18:12-2.2(q). The tax records indicate that the exemption is based on
disabled veteran owning and residing in the home. However, Petitioner, who is the
disabled veteran, claims he does not own the home and only lives in a portion of the
property. It is unclear how Petitioner's wife, as the sole owner, can receive the property
tax exemption if she is the sole owner of the property and Petitioner only resides in a

portion of the property. See Hays v. Paramus Borough, 28 N.J. Tax 342 (Tax Ct. Apr.

A7

7,7 2015).
As noted by the ALJ, Petitioner and his spouse are engaged in “convoluted

interactions” for personal, financial and legal pufposes. ID at 9. Petitioner’s failure to

provide information about these interactions and the couple’s financial information

makes it “highly improbable, if not impossible, for the CWA to make a compete

“avaluation of’ the. Medicaid -application. 1D -at~11. ~Thus, 1 ’he“r‘eby"/ﬂ(DOPT‘ the' Tnitial

Decision. ~ Q{\

THEREFORE, it is on this’~ day of OCTOBER 2017,

ORDERED:

That the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED.

Mdghanbavey, Director (_J

Division of Medical Assistance
and Health Services




