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As Assistant Commissioner for the Division of Medical Assistance and Health
Services, I have reviewed the record in this case, including the Initial Decision, the OAL
case file and the documents filed below. Neither party filed exceptions in this matter.
Proceduratly, the time period for the Agency Head to render a Final Agency Decision is
March 26, 2020 in accordance with N^SA 52:14B-10 which requires an Agency Head to
adopt, reject or modify the Initial Decision within 45 days of receipt. The Initial Decision
was received on February 10, 2020.
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This matter arises from the Camden County Board of Social Services' (CCBSS)
denial of benefits because Petitioner's resources exceeded the limit for Medicaid eligibility.
When determining the resources of a couple, where one resides in the community, the
community spouse's share is based on the couple's countable resources on the first day of
the month of the current period of institutionalization... " N. J.A.C. 10:71-4. 8(a)1. All
resources are included unless subject to exclusion under N.J.A. C. 10:71-4.4. Petitioner

applied for Medicaid in July 2018. The application was filed by Petitioner's Designated
Authorized Representative (DAR) was Robin Schonewolf, an employee of Voorhees Care

and Rehabilitation Center, the facility where Petitioner resided. At the time of Petitioner's
institutionalization, the couple's combined reported resources were $55, 260. ID at 4.

Medicaid regulations use the combined resources both to establish the community
spouse's resource allowance and to determine eligibility:

(a) In the determination of resource eligibility for an individual reauirina lonn-
tenTLCare' _the county welfare agency shall establish "the'1 combined
c.ountable_, resources of a COUP'eas of the first period "of coniimj'o^

beginning on or after September 30, 1989.""This
determination. sha". be-ITade_ UPOn rec)uest for" a~ resource "assessment"^
accortanre with N. J.A. C. 10:71-4. 9 or at the time of application'for'Medicai'd

s^ The total countable resources of the couple "shall'~include'"all
resources owned by either member of the couple individually or
Ttl lcountywelfare agencY sha" establish ashareof'the7e'sourcesato"te

d to the community spouse in accordance with this'section. '"(No
COTm.un'ty,. _spouse's . share of resources may be established""i'f vth'e
institutionalized individuals current continuous period onnstitutionalizatio'n

at any time before September 30, 1989.)
1-The_community. SPOUSe's share of the couple's combined countable
resources is based on the couple's countable' resources as'of"the"first
mo.ment-OLthe , first day of the month of the current 'period'"of
institutioreaHzatjon beginning on or after September 30, 1989'ancTs'hall not
eweed, $119'220' .as .indexed annually in accordance with 42 U. S. C.
1. 396l:5(cl), and Published as a notice'in the New Jersey" Register', '"an^
un.less, authorized in. (a)4 or5 below-The community spouse's's^a're'of'the
couple's resources shall be the greater of:
L $^23, 844, as indexed annually in accordance with 42 U. S. C. § 1396r-(
and published as a notice in the New Jersey Register; or"
ii. One half of the couple's combined countable resources.
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N. J.A. C. 10:71-4.8.

This .ethoc, was affirmed in AK_v^, v.slon_ofMed, ca^s^^
Services, 350 N.. Su^. ̂  ^. Q, ̂  ^ ,,,, ̂ ^ ̂ ^-^
resources at the fi.t .onth of instifut. onaNzat,on ,s done to preserve funds prior to pay,ng
P"vste, y for care. The snapshot sets the a.ount the co^unity spouse can .eta.n
regardless of when the Medica.d application is .cd. F,uctuat,ons in the value of the
couple's assets do not change the protected share. The spousal assess.ent sheet states
that the couple must spend down to $29, 630. 26 prior to establishing Medicaid. R-4.

The AU concurred that Petitioner failed to spend down assets so as to qualify for
Medioaid. Furt^ore, the. ,s no ev.dence that failure to qualify for Mec. ca.d will cause a
^ to Pet.oner or ,s spouse. Thus, fo. the reasons set forth be.w, I hereby
ADOPT the Initial Decision.

^
THEREFORE, it is on this / day of MARCH 2020.
ORDERED:

That the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED.

^nnlferLan9e^%obs^sis^ Com missioner
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and Health Services


