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COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

The Division of Disability Services (DDS) was recently awarded a $300,000 grant by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to improve methods for providing skilled nursing care to individuals with disabilities living outside of institutions. The importance of this funding, at this juncture, is critical as our department pursues Olmstead strategies – a commitment to transition individuals with disabilities from developmental centers to community housing with supported services.

As many of you know, in early May of this year, DHS’ Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) submitted a plan to Governor Corzine and the New Jersey Legislature that expands community support and housing for people with developmental disabilities.  ‘Path to Progress’, describes what will be needed to assist 1,850 of the 3,025 people who live in the state's seven developmental centers to move into community homes over an eight-year period. 
Essential to this effort is a supported services infrastructure. To maximize this opportunity, DDS will pilot a nurse delegation program -- the designation of selected health care tasks by a registered nurse to assistive personnel such as attendants, nurses’ aides and home health aides. The duties could include managing catheters, wound care and medication administration. Registered nurses will maintain the authority to decide when to assign jobs, if appropriate.

This kind of progressive and creative programming will allow individuals with disabilities to manage their conditions through in-home and community-based services. It will be a tremendous comfort for so many people with disabilities and their families.

You can find out more about DDD’s ‘Path to Progress’ by subscribing to Olmstead News. And for more information about the NJ Nurse Delegation Pilot: There’s No Place Like Home, call DDS at 609-292-7800.

DIVISION NEWS

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)

On November 15th, Senator Joseph Vitale (D-Woodbridge) proposed legislation to ban smoking at state psychiatric facilities. In a recent news article Vitale said, “Research has shown that death rates are higher for mentally ill smokers because of the way nicotine interacts with many psychotropic drugs. They also note that too often, nicotine can counteract the effects of these drugs, causing patients to require higher dosages to control their illness. The increased dosages also lead to the increase of the drugs’ side effects, like obesity which is known to cause diabetes and heart disease. It is imperative that patients and employees at these facilities stop smoking.” Another recent Op-ed piece in the Washington Post echoed the Senator’s assertion. 
Division of Addiction Services (DAS) 

DAS has created a helpful hints document -- ‘Celebrate the Holidays Responsibly’ -- to remind readers to use caution and moderation while enjoying the various holiday festivities. The strategies are designed to assist in combating holiday stress, remaining safe and keeping healthy.

DHS Office of Public Affairs Community Outreach The DHS coat drive for the homeless and needy has concluded. Thousands of winter coats were collected from DHS’ divisions throughout the state. Now, during the month of December, DHS will be conducting the Annual Gifts for Kids Drive. The gifts should be new and unwrapped. To ensure the safety of any children receiving the toys, the most recent toy recall list compiled by the US Consumer Product Safety Commission is available for your review. For more information, call or email Kinya Williams.

Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

While addressing families of people with autism at Hackensack University Medical Center last week, the Commissioner announced DDD’s goals to expand services to the autism community in New Jersey. In order to address the state’s growing number of people with autism, Governor Jon S. Corzine and state legislators included in the state Fiscal Year 2008 budget, $5 million designed to increase services to people with autism.  
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