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DIVISION NEWS


Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)


DDD submitted the � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd/nofa.htm" ��“Path to Progress” Olmstead Plan� to the NJ Legislature and testified before the Assembly Human Services Committee regarding its implementation.	





Division of Addiction Services (DAS)


DAS recently � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/Press-2007/substance.htm" ��awarded $1.6 million in contracts� to 10 substance abuse treatment centers in the state to address life and safety issues and make buildings more accessible to persons with disabilities.	





NJ FamilyCare


DHS � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/Press-2007/Pallone.htm" ��exceeds Governor Corzine’s goal of insuring 50,000� new children through Family Care. 





Division of Medical Assistance & Health Services (DMAHS) 


Deputy Commissioner Ann Kohler continues to collaborate with NJ’s Congressional delegation	to advocate for the reauthorization of S-CHIP, which funds NJ’s FamilyCare program.





Office of Planning & Evaluation


The Office of Planning and Evaluation has undertaken a study of cross departmental housing needs. This endeavor is division-led and department coordinated, supported and aggregated. There is a unified collective commitment across divisions within the Department of Human Services to develop and secure permanent housing for DHS consumers.  Through the DHS housing work group, facilitated by the Office of Planning and Evaluation, DMHS, DDD, DAS, DFD, and CBVI meet monthly to share ideas, best practices and track progress.  Planning is also coordinated with the Department of Community Affairs and the House Mortgage Finance Agency. 





Division of Family Development (DFD)


DHS and the NJ Hunger Prevention Advisory Committee unveiled a new website where providers and individuals can access free local food services, nutrition information and an online application for food stamps, � HYPERLINK "http://www.endhungernj.org" ��www.endhungernj.org�.





Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)


Assistant Commissioner � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/Press-2007/kevawards.htm" ��Kevin Martone� is working closely with staff and the local community to coordinate the opening of the new Greystone Psychiatric Hospital in Morris County.











COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


News & Announcements


I am delighted to share our first e-update designed to keep our stakeholders, consumers, legislators and staff current with DHS activities. Our department serves over 1.5 million people daily yet, so many are unaware of the important programs and services we offer. This weekly communiqué links you into our progress in this regard. Your comments and suggestions are welcome along with any constituent correspondence that can be addressed to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�. Also, with my � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/Press-2007/velezasdhscommissioner.htm" ��confirmation complete�, I will begin communicating more often with you. Feel free to share my correspondence with whomever you think may benefit from the information included.


New Appointments


Join me in congratulating the following individuals who have been appointed since March to new positions:





T. Missy Balmir, Deputy Chief of Staff


Nicole Brossoie, Assistant Commissioner of Public Affairs


Carol Grant, Assistant Commissioner for Administration and Operations


John Guhl, Director of Medical Assistance and Health Services


Mollie Green, Deputy Division Director for the Division of Addiction Services 


Valerie Harr, Deputy Division Director for the Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services


Raquel Mazon Jeffers, Director of the Division of Addiction Services 


Ann Kohler, Deputy Commissioner


Kim Rogers-McLean, Assistant Commissioner of Human Resources


Kenneth Ritchey, Assistant Commissioner, Division of Developmental Disabilities


Rudene Vaught, Director, Office of Equal Employment Opportunity


Diane Zompa, Chief of Staff	
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