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nicole
DIVISION NEWS


Division of Family Development (DFD)


In June, Governor Corzine � HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2006/Bills/AL07/97_.HTM" ��signed legislation� that amended the WorkFirst NJ program. This represents the biggest change in NJ’s welfare policy in over a decade.





Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)


The Bergen Record did � HYPERLINK "http://www.northjersey.com/email.php?qstr=ZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTcxNTc3MjcmeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky" ��a recent series on suicide and mental health issues� among teens and young adults. Although New Jersey’s suicide rate is not as high as many other states, the Division of Mental Health Services in the Department of Human Services is committed to addressing these tragic trends. Governor Corzine has shown his commitment to our work with additional budget appropriations and by restoring the � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dmhs/NJ_Gov_TF_Stigma_temp.pdf" ��Governor’s Council on Mental Health Stigma�. 





Division of Medical Assistance & Health Services (DMAHS)


Deputy Commissioner Ann C. Kohler continues to work with NJ’s Congressional delegation to secure the reauthorization of S-CHIP, which funds � HYPERLINK "http://www.njfamilycare.org" ��NJ FamilyCare�. 


This week, Ann took part in the National Governor’s Association Center Health Reform Summit “Leading the Way: Elements of State Health Reform” conference where she represented NJ’s perspective along with a representative from the Governor’s Office. Governor Corzine continues to be a strong advocate for S-CHIP funding, working behind the scenes with the nation’s congressional leadership. The department remains committed to � HYPERLINK "https://fc.dhs.state.nj.us/forms/NJFC_0.aspx" ��enrolling eligible children� in NJ FamilyCare.





Division of Disability Services (DDS)


Director of Disability Services, William Ditto gave a presentation to congressional staffers from the Senate Finance Committee on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dds/personal.html" ��Cash & Counseling program in the Personal Preference Program�. Personal Care services are non-emergency, health related tasks which can include activities of daily living and household duties essential to the person's health and comfort - bathing, dressing, meal preparation, and light housekeeping. Using a "Cash & Counseling" approach, allows elderly and disabled adult Medicaid recipients to direct and manage their own Medicaid PCA services. 

















COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


Early last week, I joined the leaders of other State agencies and key stakeholders to launch a planning process that holds great promise. Thanks to the efforts of our Division of Disability Services, DHS was awarded a Comprehensive Employment Systems grant to help us outline goals and identify strategies to increase the meaningful participation of individuals with disabilities in the workforce.  The commitment on everyone’s part to succeed in this effort was both clear and inspiring.   


I also visited Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital.  I enjoyed the opportunity to talk with Janet Monroe, CEO, John Whitenack, COO, and Jeffry Nurenberg, Medical Director, while we toured the current facilities as well the construction site of the new, state-of-the-art hospital. I observed innovative treatment programs and patient services going on in the cottages and transitional residences. I am so impressed with, and proud of our Greystone staff. I look forward to my return visit for the ribbon-cutting in September.


On Friday, I met with over 140 DHS staff in a mini-retreat.  I had the opportunity to hear from some of you for the first time and to continue to put names to faces.  We discussed the cross-cutting themes of housing, employment for individuals with disabilities and other disadvantages, and contract reform as priorities for the department. We also reviewed the related feedback I received from the survey we conducted in advance of the meeting. The results of the survey showed strong concurrence across divisions that commitment and creative capacity were among our department’s greatest assets and that better communication, especially across divisional lines, was an important goal for us to work on together in the months ahead.   Thanks to all who came and participated.





Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. 


Please address to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�.


To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicole.brossoie@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email Nicole Brossoie� with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.
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