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DIVISION NEWS


Division of Deaf & Hard of Hearing (DDHH) 


In an effort make live theater more accessible to people who are deaf or hard of hearing, DDHH, in partnership with the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, has awarded a $45,000 grant to the New Jersey Theatre Alliance to provide open captioning at 32 live theater performances across the state over the next year. In the open captioning system, as the words are spoken by the actors on stage, attendees will be able to read them on a long narrow screen, thanks to Computer Aided Realtime Translation (CART).To obtain the calendar of open captioning productions, see the � HYPERLINK "http://www.njtheateralliance.org" ��Alliance website�. 





Division of Disability Services (DDS)


People with disabilities now have another resource to help them find transportation to work, school and other activities through a new website created with federal grant monies by DDS. � HYPERLINK "http://www.njfindaride.org" ��NJ Find a Ride� serves as a resource for people with disabilities who do not have reliable access to private automobile transportation. The site contains information about a variety of available public and private transportation options. Search results will provide a list of transportation providers and how to contact them to determine availability and costs. 





Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund Commission


� HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/catill/commiss1.htm" ��The Catastrophic Illness in Children Relief Fund Commission (CICRFC�) approved over $8 million in grants this fiscal year to help pay medical costs for 334 New Jersey families struggling to pay uncovered medical expenses for their sick children. The Commission works closely with Medicaid to determine if a family is first eligible for � HYPERLINK "http://www.njfamilycare.org/index.html" ��NJ FamilyCare�. If not, the Fund covers all diagnosis and diseases; hospital and physician bills, medications, disposable medical goods, medical equipment, medically-related home and vehicle modification and transportation, and home care. Children 21 years or younger are � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/catill/ProgramLiterature/EnglishBI.html" ��eligible�, and families must be state residents. Expenses must have been incurred during a previous 12-month period, and expenses dating back to January 1988 will be considered. The Fund is collected from an annual surcharge on employers of $1 per employee. 








COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


Last week I was fortunate to go on vacation and spend some much needed quality time with my husband and children. Hopefully each of you will have the same opportunity this summer. Whether you go to our beautiful Jersey shore, to a theme park, to visit with family or just stay home to relax, some down-time away from work can be essential to your mental and physical well being. While I was away DHS celebrated some professional achievements but also grieved the loss of one of our own: 





Division of Mental Health Services Assistant Commissioner Kevin Martone was elected by his peers to serve as the Northeast regional representative on the nine-member National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors. This is a great honor that credits Kevin’s unwavering commitment to maintaining high standards of care for individuals with mental illness.





Also, Dr. T. Stephen Patterson, Chief of Psychological Services for our Office of Human Resources Operational Excellence has been selected to receive a ‘Contributions to Internship Training’ award from the Association of Pre-and Post-Doctoral Internship Training Centers in Psychology. The award will be presented at the American Psychological Association’s annual convention in August. Dr. Patterson has been with DHS for over 35 years and helped train in excess of 500 psychologists! Our congratulations and gratitude is extended to him for all he does.





And sadly, Steven McKinley Johnson, an employee with the Division of Addiction Services has passed away. Steven worked in DHS for 7 years and brought great passion and dedication to his role as a Program Manager. His enthusiasm and friendly demeanor will be missed. The DHS family sends our condolences to his family and friends.





Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. 


Please address to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�.


To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicole.brossoie@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email Nicole Brossoie� with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.
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