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Nicole
DIVISION NEWS


Division of Deaf & Hard of Hearing (DDHH) 


As part of an Equipment Distribution Program (EDP), DDHH provides eligible applicants with assistive devices including smoke and carbon monoxide detectors with strobe, baby alert systems and telephones that provide captioning. See the � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddhh/tty.html" ��DDHH website� for more information on the EDP.





DDHH has also created a publication that compiles the many organizations serving people with hearing loss in NJ. It is a very inclusive 84-page booklet with contact information for people with hearing loss and providers. The guide will be distributed within the next month and be posted online for internet access. To reserve a copy for your office, or yourself, contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:ira.hock@dhs.state.nj.us" ��DDHH�, 609.984.7281.





Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) 


Greg Roberts, Assistant Director, Office of State Hospital Management, was chosen to be the Northeast regional state hospital representative with the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors. The trade organization sets mental health policy throughout the nation and advocates for mental health issues.





Division of Disability Services (DDS)


The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has awarded DDS with a $300,000 grant. The money will be used to train healthcare agencies to recognize signs and symptoms of violence and other abuse perpetrated against women with disabilities. DDS will also focus on providing women with disabilities the skills and knowledge necessary to respond to threats of violence in ways that are safe for them and their children.





Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired (CBVI) 


CBVI and Trenton Thunder Baseball Team are hosting a � HYPERLINK "http://www.trentonthunder.com/schedule/zPromotions.asp?pYYYYMMDD=20070814" ��Covering the Bases -- Blind and Visually Impaired Awareness Night� on Tuesday, August 14, 2007. Everyone is invited to attend the game which will feature hat giveaways and awards to CBVI consumers for academic achievement. For tickets or further information, please contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:pamela.gaston@dhs.state.nj.us" ��CBVI�, 973.648.3333. 





COMMISSIONER’S CORNER





Last week we marked the 17th anniversary of the signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. While we celebrate the advocacy and commitment that created this landmark legislation, we should also take this opportunity to assess our progress. I believe many of DHS’ clients would be better served if this watershed policy was strengthened and revitalized





The ADA was enacted in 1990 to make certain that people with disabilities would have equal access to employment, housing, transportation, telecommunica-tions, public accommodations and much more. These included such basic and long overdue adaptations such as accessible seats in movie theatres, curb ramps in neighborhoods, and automated doors in businesses. 





While there has been advancement on some fronts, too many people with disabilities still face countless obstacles in finding employment and an accessible, affordable place to live. The national unemployment rate among people with disabilities is a staggering 75 percent. Affordable housing in general is in very short supply in New Jersey, but it is practically non-existent for people with disabilities.  





I hope to work with our congressional delegation, our state leaders and our DHS partners to strengthen the ADA; to restore its authority and renew the promise of the original law.  





A strong ADA is vital to buttress the work this department does to provide services and help enhance the lives of tens of thousands of New Jerseyans with disabilities. I look forward to our collective advocacy. 





Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. 


Please address to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�.





To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicole.brossoie@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email Nicole Brossoie� with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.
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