[image: image1.png]




Jon S. Corzine, Governor
August 6, 2007

Nicole
DIVISION NEWS


Division of Deaf & Hard of Hearing (DDHH) 


About 800,000 New Jerseyans have some degree of hearing loss, which can include deafness, hard of hearing, late-deafness or deaf-blindness. For some individuals, especially children, hearing aids can offer much needed assistance. In many cases, however, the device can cost up to $3,000 and insurance companies rarely provide coverage. As a result, � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddhh/index.html" ��DDHH� has committed $50,000 to the Department of Health & Senior Services (DHSS) to be used for the purchase of hearing aids for children up to age 21. Co-payments are based on a sliding scale and applications are processed per the Division of Family Health Services current fee-for-service system (through DHSS). For more information on this important initiative, contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:ira.hock@dhs.state.nj.us" ��DDHH�, 609.984.7281.





Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired (CBVI) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/cbvi/campmarcella.html" ��Camp Marcella�, a free program for young clients of CBVI, celebrates its 60th Anniversary this summer. The camp is a partnership between the commission and the NJ Camp for Blind Children, a non-profit group that owns and maintains the grounds. The idea for Camp Marcella was initiated in 1947 by a woman from Passaic County whose son was visually impaired but wanted to attend camp like his peers. Through donations from a host of organizations, Camp Marcella has served thousands of children ages 5 through 16. To learn more about Camp Marcella, contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:pamela.gaston@dhs.state.nj.us" ��CBVI�, 973.648.3333. 





Also, CBVI and the � HYPERLINK "http://www.njlbh.org" ��New Jersey Library for the Blind and Handicapped� officially opened and dedicated the Regional Technical Assistance Center at the library on Stuyvesant Avenue in Trenton. The center, which is operated by CBVI, features a range of assistive technology and specially adapted computers to help people who are blind or visually impaired gain access to information, computer skills, and job training. The partnership between DHS and the state library was also strengthened by the Comcast Foundation which contributed $20,000 to equipment. The Regional Technical Assistance Center is fully accessible to people with disabilities and includes computer screen reading and magnifying software, closed circuit television and Braille note taking devices.





COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." -Margaret Mead





Advocacy is the core of what drives so many decisions on every level of government. For several weeks now, DHS has been active on the Federal level promoting the reauthorization and funding of two very critical human service programs. 





The first is the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) which allows us to provide � HYPERLINK "http://www.njfamilycare.org/index.html" ��NJ FamilyCare� to low-income children and their parents. It is for families who do not have available or affordable employer insurance, and cannot pay for the high cost of private health insurance. Currently, we insure 122,525 children and 89,046 adults. The program is essential to reducing health care costs by redirecting families from hospital emergency rooms to physicians’ offices for preventive care. 





The second initiative is the Food Stamp Program (FSP) contained in the 2007 Farm Bill. Our Division of Family Development (DFD) provides � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/foodstamp.html" ��Food Stamps� to low-income households, including families, couples without children, individuals, seniors, disabled persons, legal immigrants and victims of family violence. For recipients, the program provides a source of sustenance and nutrition they could not afford otherwise. 





In addition to the Governor’s efforts at the National Governor’s Association (NGA), we have been working diligently with our Congressional delegation and the American Public Human Services Association (APHSA) to help negotiate favorable language for NJ in both reauthorization bills. Our provider partners have been equally vigilant and their energy has been a great force in our crusade. 





Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. 


Please address to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�.


To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicole.brossoie@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email Nicole Brossoie� with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.
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