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COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.  --Benjamin Franklin
No truer words for DHS and 49 of our employees who earned degrees last week in a variety of human service related fields. Through a unique opportunity called the Clinical Scholarship Program, workers who are in full-time permanent positions can take educational leave, with pay, for up to two years and choose to study a variety of professional careers. 

What makes this program of study such a valuable experience is that upon graduation, scholarship recipients must work in DHS for the same duration of time they were granted for leave. The day-for-a-day exchange guarantees students a job upon graduation, and regularly fortifies our workforce with qualified, skilled professionals. Available course choices include sign language interpreters, physical, occupational, or speech therapists and nurses. 

We are so proud of our graduates. Each one has demonstrated a devoted work ethic and inspiring, personal drive in their accomplishments. DHS looks forward to their continued service in their new roles.

Another worthy investment in education involves our Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs). In celebration of National Health Center Week, we took time to recognize and commend these organizations for the yeoman’s job they do in providing comprehensive primary medical care services for our low income and uninsured residents. Without them, we would never have exceeded the Governor’s goal to enroll more children in the NJ FamilyCare program. 

Our efforts to help educate families on the importance of regular medical care continue. The long-term social and economic benefits of redirecting families from hospital emergency rooms to physicians’ offices or health centers for preventive care are enormous.

DIVISION NEWS

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS) 

In response to a recent spate of tragic police encounters with those with mental illness, Assistant Commissioner Kevin Martone has written a letter to the editor regarding use of force by law enforcement. He concludes, “Proper training and coordination with mental health providers…result in more effective, non-lethal interventions.” DMHS looks forward to working with the seven-member advisory group initiated by NJ Attorney General Anne Milgram. The panel has until December 1 to propose ideas, and issue a report, on the expansion of less-lethal weapons for law enforcement.
Division of Addiction Services (DAS) 
DAS (in DHS) and Division of Youth & Family Services in the Department of Children and Families awarded $1.2 million to seven substance abuse treatment providers for the expansion of services to parents and adolescents who are at risk of child abuse or neglect. In addition to substance abuse counseling, these programs include treatment for people with substance abuse and mental health issues, trauma and gender specific treatment, transportation, child care needs, and referrals for medical services and psychological evaluations. See the press release for a full list of provider grantees. In other news, DAS has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for supportive housing pursuant to the Bloodborne Disease Harm Reduction Act. The Mandatory Bidder’s Conference is being held on August 21, 2007.

Division of Family Development (DFD)

As part of the Governor’s FY 2008 budget, one anti-poverty initiative eliminates the child care co-pay for families earning less than 100 percent of the poverty level. Low- and moderate-income working parents can receive state subsidies for child care, including preschool instruction, after-school programs for children up to age 13, and care for children and teens with special needs. Subsidized child care is also available for families living in Abbott school districts, but requires Abbott pre-school wrap around families earning more than 300-percent of the poverty level to contribute to the cost of after-school and summer child care. 
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