[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]new jersey 7
department of human services

e-update




September 10, 2007
Jon S. Corzine, Governor

Nicole[image: image3.png]



DIVISION NEWS


Division of Addiction Services (DAS) 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/Press-2007/intravenous.htm" ��DAS awarded nearly $5 million� to providers in four cities to fund mobile medication units to treat intravenous drug users. A total of $1.2 million for operational costs was awarded to Paterson Counseling in Paterson; $1.2 million to the Institute of Human Development in Atlantic City; and $2.4 million to Parkside Recovery for services in Camden and Trenton.





DHS Police Four Human Services Police recruits graduated the Trenton Police Academy on August 17 in a ceremony held for the 97th recruit class at Patriot’s Theater in the Trenton War Memorial. � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/Recruits_fullsize.jpg" ��New officers� include (as pictured from left to right) Brian Lee, Donald Darcangelo, Alex Rivera and Ramon Lopez. Officer Brian Lee had the distinct honor of representing his colleagues as Class Speaker. 





Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) The division has sent out the first � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/ddd/newscenter/DDD%20News_1.pdf" ��DDD News�, an e-update newsletter which will be distributed bi-monthly. Feel free to share the publication with families, consumers and colleagues. To join the listserv, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:dddnewsletter@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email the division�. 





DHS Office of Emergency Management (OEM)


September is National Preparedness Month. The American Red Cross is a vast resource, with publications such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.redcross.org/services/disaster/beprepared/disability.pdf" ��‘Disaster Preparedness for People with Disabilities’�, designed to help people who have physical, visual, auditory, or cognitive disabilities to prepare for natural disasters and their consequences. It is a comprehensive tool for anyone who knows, works or lives with a person with disabilities.





Office of Planning & Evaluation 


In an effort to keep stakeholders, provider-partners and sister agencies up to date on available � HYPERLINK "http://www.grants.gov" ��federal grants� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/treasury/purchase/erfpnotifications.htm" ��state contracts for services�, the Office of Planning & Evaluation wants readers to know that organizations and individuals can access information on a variety of funding opportunities and programs. Both sites are free with registration and can be tailored to display specific categories or areas of interest. 
























































COMMISSIONER’S CORNER


On Friday, I had the pleasure of helping our Division of Addiction Services (DAS) award nearly $5 million to providers in four cities to fund mobile medication units to treat intravenous drug users. (See details in Division News). Treatment in three of those cities will be coordinated with needle exchange programs. This was an event 10 years in the making. 





Surrounded by nearly 50 partner-providers and agency representatives, we celebrated the commitment it took to get � HYPERLINK "http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2006/Bills/PL06/99_.HTM" ��The Bloodborne Disease Harm Reduction Act� signed last December. Because of the strength in conviction of the legislative sponsors and Governor Corzine, we are able to provide treatment services with an innovative strategy that targets the neighborhoods in which they are most needed.





It’s a simple fact that addiction is a brain disorder, not a moral failure. Evidence shows that state-of-the art medication is a safe and effective way – when paired with other counseling interventions – to help treat this disorder. And because medication-assisted treatment has succeeded in getting more people on the road to recovery, DAS is making it more available and accessible through the mobile units.





Though NJ has the distinction of being the 50th state to participate in needle exchange programs, we are confident that with the comprehensive, progressive services we offer, we will be the best.





I am proud to have shared this important occasion with so many of our advocates. DAS did a wonderful job of presenting the fine points of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/das/VirtualTour_DAS_MMU.ppt" ��mobile medication unit strategy� which I hope you will review. Our anticipated success means there will be lives saved. It is the prevailing motivator in all that we do. Thank you to all who are supporting this effort in your work and volunteerism.





Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. Please address to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us" ��dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us�. To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please � HYPERLINK "mailto:nicole.brossoie@dhs.state.nj.us" ��email Nicole Brossoie� with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.
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