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COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
Breast Cancer Awareness Month


 October is 
Educate yourself so you can educate others.
On Monday, Governor Jon S. Corzine filed a lawsuit on behalf of the people of the state of New Jersey challenging the Bush Administration’s recent efforts to limit eligibility for the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). The lawsuit accuses the Bush Administration of circumventing the public rule-making process which could ultimately deny NJ FamilyCare insurance coverage for over 10,000 New Jersey children.

It’s important to separate fact from the rhetoric that has been swirling about our program. NJ FamilyCare is NOT a free ride.  For our families whose income is between 200 and 350% of the federal poverty level ($41,300 – 72,275 of annual income) – a premium is charged that can range between $18.50 and $125.00 per month.

With private health insurance rates averaging upwards of $10,000 a year for a family plan, it is cost prohibitive for many families living in a high cost state, such as ours.  If an urgent situation arises uninsured families and kids would need to resort to our hospital emergency rooms – which are simply inappropriate and costly places for primary and preventive care. 

We are proud of the fact that we have the most expansive children’s health insurance program in the country – indeed, it’s a model program that’s been heralded by many.  There are many advocates who have been hard at work in Washington and in NJ to garner much needed support for the uninterrupted continuation of services, during this period of SCHIP reauthorization. 

NJ FamilyCare is too important to New Jersey’s children for all of us – and any of us – to do anything but our best. 

DIVISION NEWS

**DHS FALL BUDGET FORUMS**
DHS hosts Regional Budget Forums bi-annually. The Fall forums are an opportunity for stakeholders, families, clients and providers to present their thoughts and opinions on programs, services and expenditures presented in the next fiscal year’s proposed budget. The forums begin at 10 a.m. on the following dates:

Tuesday, October 23 -- Southern Region Forum, Gloucester County Community College, Sewell
Tuesday, October 30 -- Central Region Forum, Middlesex Fire Academy, Sayreville

Friday, November 2 -- Northern Region Forum, North Jersey Developmental Center, Totowa
Division of Disability Services (DDS)

October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month. DiscoverAbility 2007, the Governor’s Conference on Employment for People with Disabilities will be held on Thursday, October 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency in New Brunswick. 

Division of Addiction Services (DAS)
On Monday, October 1, DAS issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to obtain contract funds for services targeted to deaf, hard of hearing or disabled individuals.  The RFP is designed to secure an array of specialized services for the identified population.  This is a three part RFP, with a total of $350,000 available. Parts consist of communication access; treatment and recovery support services; and the creation of a model education program including access and prevention services.  
Department of Personnel (DOP) Announcement

The DOP will soon begin rolling out the NJ Enterprise-wide Learning Management System (NJ ELMS) within the Human Resource Development Institute (HRDI). Providing a common, web-based platform for scheduling tracking, billing and training, NJ ELMS can be a transformative tool for the workforce. It will align training with the Governor’s vision for NJ and will help ensure that employees are given ample opportunity to develop new skills. For more information call DOP at 609-777-2225.
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