DHS e-update for the week of October 15, 2007
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
Last week Governor Corzine unveiled a three part anti-crime plan that focuses on prevention, boosting law enforcement and helping individuals with life after prison. It is a comprehensive and impressive initiative that involves nearly all state departments on some level. 

Crime is a quality of life issue – one that is not always associated with our department. And yet, some myths surrounding crime do, in fact, impact many of our divisions and much of our constituency. For example, a person with an addiction problem is no more likely to commit a crime than someone without addiction. Individuals with mental illness are, in fact, more likely to be victims of crimes than participate in criminal activity. 

At DHS we have a variety of services geared toward crime prevention, diversion and post-prison re-entry. Our Division of Addiction Services offers delinquency and abuse prevention programming which includes gang related prevention options, 21 county Prevention Resource Centers and Strengthening Families curriculums. 

The Division of Mental Health Services has a focus with Pre-and post-booking Jail Diversion, which connects to mental health services in lieu of incarceration. Also utilized is Community Corrections program which works with parolees who have a mental illness by providing supported housing, mental health, employment and other services.

And our Division of Family Development targets areas of Gap Reduction for outreach and integration of services to the ex-inmate population – giving attention to current inmates to provide assistance before they are released.

These services are far from the totality of what we do at DHS to address crime prevention and life-recovery but we are proud of our commitment to, and participation in, the Governor’s vision and mission with this initiative.

DIVISION NEWS

Division of Mental Health Services (DMHS)

The October editions of DMHS News and A New Beginning (Greystone News) are now online for review. 

The ribbon-cutting for the new Greystone Park Psychiatric Hospital is scheduled to take place on November 1st. The invitation-only event will include elected officials, stakeholders, families, friends and community neighbors.
DHS Office of Information Services (OIS)

DHS Commissioner Jennifer Velez and Department of Labor and Workforce Development Commissioner David J. Socolow re-introduced the NJHelps.org website designed to help residents determine if they are eligible for more than 30 social services programs. For this re-launch, DHS added about 20 more state programs to the online screening tool, which allows residents to anonymously input basic information about their household situations and learn if they are likely to be eligible for programs offered through DHS and DOLWD, and the departments of Health and Senior Services, Community Affairs and Children and Families. 

Division of Disability Services (DDS) 

In keeping with the theme of National Disability Employment Awareness Month, DDS reminds readers that there is a website that can help with the transportation needs of individuals with disabilities who are employed or seeking employment. NJFindaRide.org is an information resource with accessible transportation options available to people with disabilities and others in New Jersey that don't have easy, reliable access to private automobile transportation. 

Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services (DMAHS)

Earlier this month, The Center for State Health Policy (CHSP) at Rutgers University released a poll that shows NJ residents are deeply concerned about their healthcare and would consider paying higher taxes to provide coverage for the uninsured. The study, which was funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, was conducted June 1 through July 9, 2007 with 1,104 adults. 

Your comments and suggestions for content are welcome, as are constituent correspondences or inquiries. Please address to: dhs_commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us. To be removed from the DHS e-update distribution list, please email Nicole Brossoie with ‘remove from distribution’ in the subject line. Thank you.

