DHS e-update for week of November 12, 2007
COMMISSIONER’S CORNER
Last week, nearly 750,000 New Jerseyans voted to amend the state’s constitution. The amendment eliminated the words “idiot” and “insane” and replaced them with more appropriate language to describe people who lack the capacity to understand the act of voting.  This public question was #4 on the state-wide ballot – and one of only two that were approved by the electorate.

This was a tremendous victory for individuals with mental illness and developmental disabilities. It also was an achievement for those who advocate on their behalf. Words can be very powerful. The offensive language – deleted on Election Day -- date back to suffrage provisions in the 1844 NJ State Constitution. This was during a time when disabilities were seen and treated in a much different manner. The continued use of such archaic terminology only served to protract the stigma through to 2007. 

In the last 163-years, technologies, medical interventions and researchers have given us a better understanding of mental illness and developmental disabilities. Nationally, nearly 44 million individuals will have an experience with mental illness and about 3 to 5 million will have a developmental disability. 

And because of inaccurate stereotyping, persons with a mental illness or developmental disability are more likely to be unjustly perceived as unemployable and/or dangerous. In fact, statistics show that these individuals are more apt to be targets of crime than they are to commit one.

The approval of Public Question #4 is a wonderful example of the education and advocacy work performed by scores of individuals with mental illness and developmental disabilities, their families, advocates, and stakeholders. Many thanks to them and to the voters for their support.
DIVISION NEWS

DHS Public Service Announcement on behalf of the Department of Children & Family Services “Open your heart and your home”. November is National Adoption Month. 
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD)

The November DDD Newsletter, renamed ‘DDD Today’, is now available online. This issue includes a feature on enhancing consumer services and a profile on Lowell Arye of the Alliance for the Betterment of Citizens with Disabilities (ABCD).

DHS Child Care Advisory Council
The NJ Child Care Advisory Council presented awards to three leaders in the early care and education arena at its Annual Awards Luncheon in late October. Recipients included, Gerard Costa, Ph.D., the Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at UMDNJ; The Schuman Fund for NJ, a foundation focused on improving the quality of early education programs; and Suzanne Williamson, executive director of Monday Morning, Inc., a Bridgewater-based professional child care management service that provides in-home care. 

Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) 
Last week, at the start of National Diabetes Awareness Month, CBVI focused attention on senior citizens centers including the Reading Center in Trenton to perform eye screening exams. Elderly individuals with diabetes often have associated eye conditions that go undetected because they do not access routine eye care. CBVI’s eye screening program will refer and follow-up with individuals for treatment services when vision problems are detected. The program is part of an ongoing collaboration among CBVI and local municipalities’ health departments and area clinics. 

Division of Addiction Services (DAS) 

November 16, 2007 is Great American Smoke-Out Day. DAS urges smokers to explore the variety of smoking cessation methods, products and prescriptions available to begin a healthier life without tobacco. More information is available on the Department of Health and Senior Services website.
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