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NEWSLETTER I MARCH 2026 

 

 

Governor Sherrill’s Budget Plan Prioritizes 

Key Human Services Initiatives 

Governor Mikie Sherrill’s budget plan for the fiscal year that starts July 1 

prioritizes several key New Jersey Human Services initiatives, including 

responding to federal changes to NJ FamilyCare and SNAP, child care, and 

investing in supports for individuals with disabilities and older adults. 

 

“The Governor’s budget answers first to people at their kitchen tables, not the 

boardroom or backroom,” Commissioner Stephen Cha said. “Even as we 

face federal policy changes that create real challenges, our focus remains on 

protecting residents, supporting families, and strengthening partnerships with 

counties and providers.” 

Key federal deadlines loom: 

 October 1, 2026: New standards will remove eligibility for some 

immigrant populations currently covered under NJ FamilyCare. 

 January 1, 2027: Adults aged 19–64 who became eligible under the 

Affordable Care Act must meet work or activity requirements to maintain 

Medicaid coverage. Eligibility renewals will also shift from once a year to 
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every six months, creating additional paperwork and administrative 

demands. 

“These changes are more than theory. They are happening,” Commissioner 

Cha said. “Over time, federal policy shifts could place hundreds of thousands of 

New Jersey residents at risk of losing health coverage. Our responsibility is to 

make sure eligible residents don’t lose coverage simply because of paperwork 

barriers.” 

 

For example, the budget includes $34.6 million in additional state costs caused 

by a federally mandated reduction in the Medicaid match for emergency 

services, where the federal share drops from 90 percent to 50 percent. But 

emergency rooms will continue providing care. New Jersey taxpayers must now 

cover a much larger share of the cost. 

 

“This represents one of the clearest examples of absorbing federal cost shifting 

in this proposal,” Commissioner Cha said. 

 

The Governor’s budget also includes over $10 million to strengthen 

partnerships with other state agencies, counties, and vendors, modernize data 

and IT systems, and improve program integrity. 

Major changes to SNAP administration also take effect. Currently, the federal 

government and counties each cover 50% of administrative costs. Beginning 

next year, counties will be responsible for 75% of costs. To ease this transition, 

the budget provides $71 million to county social service agencies, ensuring 

continued access to benefits and shielding property taxpayers from additional 

financial pressure. 

 

“Counties are the front door for residents seeking nutrition assistance and 

health coverage,” Commissioner Cha noted. “This investment ensures they can 

continue serving their communities without passing costs onto taxpayers.” 

 

Even amid federal pressures, the budget continues to invest in New Jersey 

families and communities: 



 Child Care: An additional $18 million will reopen Child Care Assistance 

Program applications for all eligible parents. 

 Direct Care Workforce: Funding supports wage increases for nursing 

home staff, Personal Preference Program workers, and Personal 

Assistance Service Program workers. 

 Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Services: The budget adds $132,000 to 

expand family support services and increase Language Instruction 

Program enrollment by nearly 40%, serving children and families with 

early American Sign Language instruction. An additional $108,000 will 

pilot on-demand sign language interpretation and visual reader services 

for state employees. 

 Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities: The budget 

includes $154 more for the Division of Developmental Disabilities to 

continue to meet the needs of adults served by the Division of 

Developmental Disabilities. 

Other key investments include: 

 $30.2 million to maintain a minimum $95 SNAP benefit for 40,000 

households 

 $397 million growth to meet increasing NJ FamilyCare long-term care 

needs 

 $22.4 million for the Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and 

Disabled and Senior Gold programs 

The budget also supports mental health crisis services through 9-8-8, opioid 

recovery efforts, $147 million in federal Rural Health Transformation Program 

funding in partnership with the Department of Health, and legal and translation 

services through the Office of New Americans. 

 

While federal policy changes introduce uncertainty, Human Services remains 

focused on protecting essential services, supporting families, strengthening 

county partnerships, and maintaining care for New Jersey’s most vulnerable 

residents. 
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“Even with these pressures, I remain confident that we can navigate the 

uncertainty ahead by working together,” Cha said. “Our mission is clear: to 

minimize disruption, ensure systems are ready, and keep New Jersey residents 

connected to the services they need.” 

 

  



  



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Beyond the Title: 

A Get-to-Know-Him Q&A 

with Commissioner Cha 
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Commissioner Stephen Cha, Deputy Commissioner for Social Services Michael 

Wilson and Mercer County Executive Dan Benson joined leaders and 

volunteers at The College of New Jersey for a mass evacuation training. 

Led by Human Services' Office of Emergency Management and its director, 

Joseph Geleta, participants toured how the shelter would be set up and learned 

skills for assisting in a major emergency. 
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Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire 

provided remarks at New Jersey Association of Community Providers' annual 

conference. This year's conference was themed “Meeting the Challenge, 

Seizing Opportunities, and Moving Forward" and brought together providers, 

professionals, and stakeholders in the IDD community for two days of learning, 

networking, and recognition. Commissioner Stephen Cha also provided 

remarks via video. 

 

 

  

The New Jersey Council for Developmental Disabilities (NJCDD) hosted 

Commissioner Stephen Cha and Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability 
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Services Kaylee McGuire at a recent meeting. Time was spent meeting the 

council members, staff, advocates, and families. Commissioner Cha noted he is 

looking forward to continued partnership with this engaged and passionate 

group. 

 

  

 

  

 

Commissioner Stephen Cha spoke to health care leaders at the RWJBarnabas 

Health Leadership Summit about his professional journey, leadership style, 

work on the Affordable Care Act, and how he plans to ensure the state meets 

the needs of New Jersey’s most vulnerable amid federal cuts. 
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Commissioner Stephen Cha, Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability 

Services Kaylee McGuire and Division of Developmental Disabilities Assistant 

Commissioner Jon Seifried visited Community Options' Red Ribbon Day 

Program in Hillsborough. 

The program provides medical, therapeutic and recreational supports to 

Individuals with Developmental Disabilities. 

 

 

  

https://nj.gov/humanservices/ddd/index.shtml


 

  

 

"𝑻𝒐 𝒃𝒆 𝒊𝒏 𝒔𝒆𝒓𝒗𝒊𝒄𝒆 𝒐𝒇 𝒐𝒕𝒉𝒆𝒓𝒔 𝒊𝒔 𝒂 𝒑𝒂𝒕𝒉 𝒕𝒉𝒂𝒕 𝒓𝒆𝒒𝒖𝒊𝒓𝒆𝒔 𝒖𝒏𝒘𝒂𝒗𝒆𝒓𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒆𝒎𝒑𝒂𝒕𝒉𝒚, 

𝒂𝒍𝒕𝒓𝒖𝒊𝒔𝒎, 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝒕𝒉𝒆 𝒔𝒊𝒏𝒄𝒆𝒓𝒆 𝒅𝒆𝒔𝒊𝒓𝒆 𝒕𝒐 𝒉𝒆𝒍𝒑 𝒕𝒉𝒐𝒔𝒆 𝒊𝒏 𝒏𝒆𝒆𝒅. 𝑰 𝒂𝒎 𝒉𝒐𝒏𝒐𝒓𝒆𝒅 𝒕𝒐 𝒃𝒆 𝒂𝒎𝒐𝒏𝒈 

𝒚𝒐𝒖 𝒂𝒍𝒍."— 𝑫𝒆𝒑𝒖𝒕𝒚 𝑪𝒐𝒎𝒎𝒊𝒔𝒔𝒊𝒐𝒏𝒆𝒓 𝒇𝒐𝒓 𝑨𝒈𝒊𝒏𝒈 𝒂𝒏𝒅 𝑫𝒊𝒔𝒂𝒃𝒊𝒍𝒊𝒕𝒚 𝑺𝒆𝒓𝒗𝒊𝒄𝒆𝒔 𝑲𝒂𝒚𝒍𝒆𝒆 

𝑴𝒄𝑮𝒖𝒊𝒓𝒆 

 

March was Social Work Month and Women's History Month. 

 

In honor of this, Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee 

McGuire presented Governor Mikie Sherrill's proclamation declaring March as Social 

Work Month during the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired’s 

(CBVI) Community Connection Call. 

 

 During this year’s Women’s History Month, CBVI observes 70 years of community 

building and change making by social workers across New Jersey, as they continue to 

leave lasting impacts statewide. 
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Congratulations to Human Services Police Officer 

Nicholette Voci, who successfully completed the Atlantic County Police 

Academy. Officer Voci will be assigned to our Southern Region Command. 

Welcome to the Human Services Police! 
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Human Services' Division of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DDHH) 

Executive Director Elizabeth Hill recently provided opening remarks at the 

Newark Public Library's "Signing with Cops" events where officers took the time 

to learn basic American Sign Language and understand Deaf culture. She was 

joined by deaf advocate Thyson Halley. 

  

Learn more about the programs and services DDHH offers HERE.  

 

 

  

 

The Office of Program Integrity & Accountability joined a New Jersey Alliance 

for Safety and Prevention summit that included more than 75 licensed provider 

agencies to share successes, demonstrations and best practices to prevent 

abuse and neglect and improve outcomes for adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities in community settings. 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=1e27e7357b&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9o40ydhI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=59e737eed5&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9KJRg0rg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=e9417cfbbc&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9obCb_OU$


 

 

 Assistant Commissioner Jonathan Seifried joined the 

Arc of Middlesex County at an event to highlight March as 

Developmental Disability Awareness Month. 

 

 

Women's History Month 2026 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=1477272aae&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9SzLwrXo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=f3a86d7983&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9b1_jUoE$


 

Women Leading the Charge - NJ Human Services 

In March, Human Services kicked off a month-long video series: “Women 

Leading the Charge - NJ Human Services” spotlighting Human Services 

women leaders advancing child care, health care, food assistance and more. 

 

Click above to watch the full series and hear directly from 

these leaders as they share their stories. 

 

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=83e37ef610&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9ddwJ1Kk$


  

 

 

 

March was 

Brain Injury Awareness Month. 

The Traumatic Brain Injury Fund 

provides eligible residents of any 

age who've survived a traumatic 

brain injury access to brain injury 

related services they need to live in 

the community. 

  Learn more HERE.   

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=0bfe2a1749&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M98CrFCI4$


 

 

In March Human 

Services highlighted World 

Glaucoma Day and Save Your 

Vision Month. 

The Commission for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired’s ProjectBEST 

program works to save sight and 

restore vision whenever it is 

medically possible. Free eye 

screenings are happening across 

New Jersey at schools, medical 

centers and other fixed sites. 

Find screening locations HERE. 
 

 

 

 

March was National Multiple 

Sclerosis Education and 

Awareness Month. 

If you or someone you love has been 

diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, 

contact the Division of Disability 

Services to learn more about 

available services. 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=14add9d4c7&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9PZ0Uxug$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=6c71e3ddc3&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9wGiwteQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=6c71e3ddc3&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9wGiwteQ$


 

 

March 1st was International 

Wheelchair Day. 

The Division of Disability Services’ 

Inclusive Healthy Communities (IHC) 

Grant program helps communities 

across the state support the health 

and well-being of individuals with 

disabilities where they live, 

work, learn, and play. 

Learn more HERE. 

 

 

 

March 13th was K-9 Appreciation Day! 

Human Services is happy to highlight its Human Services Police 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=fd8a45cc32&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9wGye_3U$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=4f2f017403&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9B01q2SA$


 

K-9 Unit dogs who help our officers protect and serve the state’s 

most vulnerable citizens. Many thanks to Logan, Spike, 

Hunter and Jupiter for their dedicated service! 

 



 

The Division of Developmental Disabilities Resource Team 

is dedicated to Choking Prevention Awareness. Promoting safe 

eating practices is important for people with intellectual and/or developmental 

disabilities. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=0d7bca6402&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9M_I3q_E$


 

Trainings for caregivers were held throughout March. 

More information on trainings available HERE. 

 

 

 

NJ SNAP  I  NJ FAMILYCARE  I  NJSAVE  I  NJ HELPS 

 

 

FOLLOW US! 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=73c3601b50&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M981g9yCc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=26a5a290ce&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M904HiqTs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=d9e3e66050&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9Wl1Fnko$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=c3b679b719&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M98UJWwuc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/dhs.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c63057d612a29dc40a1768ee&id=2e4d271060&e=4ea545ec59__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!Pg0cGdGOgRcMmOmvEf9m6OQxK3Bm4bNduTh8gHGBdbSewzqt5Vb8pLwPOSRPjdEzLsV5jU01GteY4Ci0inRejKu_nlSQxICK__mwP8M9jBCbpf0$

