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New Jersey Counties

 

County Highlights

 

· Cape May County continues to have the highest median age.  Cape May still had the highest median age of 47.1 in New Jersey, followed by Hunterdon (43.5) and Ocean (42.6).  Eleven counties saw their median ages surpassed the 40 years mark in 2010. Only two counties (Cape May and Ocean) had that distinction in 2000.  Hudson County still was New Jersey’s youngest county with a median age of 34.2, up from 33.6 years in 2000. 

 

· Cape May and Ocean Counties top in senior population.  Cape County had the largest percentage of persons aged 65 and over (21.6%) in the state in 2010, followed closely by Ocean (21.0%).  Bergen and Ocean had the largest number of senior citizens (137,103 and 121,104, respectively) in 2010. Morris County added the most persons 65 and over (+ 13,625) from 2000 to 2010, while Sussex experienced the fastest growth of elderly population (+35.7%) from a small base. 

 

· Hudson County added the most housing units in the decade.  Hudson County had the largest net housing unit increase (+29,714) in the state from 2000 to 2010, followed closely by Ocean (29,341).  Gloucester County’s 15.5% growth rate of housing units was the fastest in New Jersey.  

 

· Gloucester, Hunterdon and Sussex counties led the state in nonfamily household growth.  The number of nonfamily households grew by more than 20% in Gloucester. The growth rate in Hunterdon (18.2%) and Sussex (17.3%) were also substantial. The rate of growth in the state was 8.5%.  Nonfamily households grew the slowest in Cape May County (0.6%) between 2000 and 2010. 

 

· Female-headed households grew fast in Somerset and Gloucester counties.  Somerset and Gloucester counties’ female-headed households had the fastest growth rates of 24.1% and 22.4%, respectively, between 2000 and 2010.  However, the proportions of family households headed by a woman were still relatively low in these counties.  Married-couple households declined in nine counties (led by -7.4% in Cape May).  Consequently, the state’s married-couple families had an anemic growth of 0.3% during the past decade. 

 

· New Jersey’s average household size was 2.68 in 2010, unchanged from 2000. Households downsized, on average, in 13 counties in New Jersey between 2000 and 2010 (led by Hunterdon County – from 2.69 to 2.62).  In comparison, Ocean County had the largest increase of its average household size (from 2.51 to 2.58).  In 2010, the state’s average household size ranged from 2.32 in Cape May County to 2.94 in Passaic County.
 

· Homeownership rate declined in 13 counties.  The state’s homeownership rate declined somewhat from 65.6 to 65.4 between 2000 and 2010, caused by the rate decline in 13 counties (led by -2.1 in Ocean County).  In 2010, Sussex (84.3%) and Hunterdon (83.9%) had the state’s highest homeownership rates, while the rates in Hudson (32.1%) and Essex (45.2%) were the lowest.
 

· Housing vacancy rate increased in the state, from 7.4 percent in 2000 to 9.5 percent in 2010.  The vacancy rate increased in almost all counties, except Camden, between 2000 and 2010. Cape May (from 53.7% to 58.5%) and Hudson (from 4.2% to 8.8%) had the largest increases. Cape May continued to have the highest vacancy rate among 21 counties due to the abundance of seasonal housing units in the county.
 

· Middlesex, Essex and Mercer Counties led the state in group quarters population in 2010.  Middlesex and Mercer housed large college campuses while Essex County had the largest institutionalized population in addition to its college dormitories.  Together, these three counties had 36% of the state’s group quarters population in 2010.
 

· Asian Indian was the fastest growing group among Asians between 2000 and 2010.  The number of Asian Indians more than doubled in six New Jersey counties.  Middlesex County had the largest numeric gain of Asian Indians (+49,825), followed by Hudson County (+16,750) and Somerset County (+11,558).  Together with Bergen County, these four counties accounted for almost two-thirds (64.5%) of the state’s total Asian Indian population as of April 1, 2010. 

 

· Chinese was the second largest Asian group in New Jersey.  The number of Chinese population increased in every county between 2000 and 2010. Their growth rates ranged from 11% in Monmouth County to 104% (from a small base) in Salem County.  Middlesex County had the largest gain of Chinese (+6,493) during the first decade of the 21st century, followed by Somerset (+4,817).  More than two-third (68%) of New Jersey’s Chinese population resided in Middlesex, Bergen, Somerset, Morris, Hudson and Monmouth counties as of April 1, 2000. 

 

· Asian groups are concentrated in a few counties.  Approximately one in every two Filipinos resided in Hudson, Bergen and Middlesex counties, as of 2010. About 45% Japanese and 61% Korean population were Bergen County residents in 2010. Camden, Atlantic and Middlesex counties housed more than 50% of New Jersey’s Vietnamese population.
 

· Mexican was the fastest growing group among the state’s Hispanics (or Latinos).  The number of Mexicans more than tripled in Cape May and Salem counties (from small bases) between 2000 and 2010.  The 65.7% growth of Mexican population in Passaic County was the slowest among 21 counties. In 2010, Passaic, Middlesex, Monmouth and Hudson counties had the largest Mexican population in New Jersey. Together, they accounted for about 48% of the state’s total Mexicans. 

 

· As the state’s largest Hispanic group, Puerto Ricans continued to grow in most counties.  The number of Puerto Ricans increased in almost every county in New Jersey, except Hudson, between 2000 and 2010. Their 98% growth in Gloucester and 91% growth in Warren were the fastest. Puerto Ricans still outnumbered Mexicans in most New Jersey counties except Monmouth and Ocean. Approximately 55% of the state’s Puerto Ricans resided in Hudson, Essex, Middlesex, Camden and Passaic counties, as of 2010. 

 

· Hudson County continued to be the state’s locus of Cuban population.  Cuban population increased in every county in New Jersey except Hudson between 2000 and 2010. The 103% growth in Sussex County was the most rapid. In spite of a 15% decline, Hudson County still had the most Cuban population (28,652) in the state. Together with Bergen and Union, these three counties accounted for 62% of the state’s total Cuban population.  
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