Highlights from the Census 2000 Demographic Profiles for New Jersey by County

DP2 – Profile of Selected Social Characteristics

Educational Attainment and School Enrollment  

· Somerset County continued to have the highest proportion of residents with college degrees in New Jersey.

Nearly one in every two (46.5%) adults (persons 25 years old and over) in Somerset County had a bachelor’s degree or higher, according to the 2000 census. Morris County’s 44.1 percent was the second highest in the state.  These two counties also led the state’s 21 counties in percentage of college graduates in 1990.  Cumberland County had the lowest percentage of adults with a college degree or higher in both 1990 (10.8%) and 2000 (11.7%).  College graduates accounted for 29.8 percent of the state’s adult residents in 2000.

· More than ninety percent of residents in Hunterdon and Morris counties had a high school diploma.

Hunterdon County had the highest percentage (91.5%) of adult residents (25 years old and over) with high school diplomas in New Jersey as of 2000, followed closely by Morris (90.6%), Sussex (89.8%) and Somerset (89.6%) counties.  In 1990, Morris County led the percentage of high school graduates (87.0%) in the state, followed by Somerset County (86.3%), while Hunterdon County ranked third with 85.9 percent.  Cumberland County (68.5%) was the only New Jersey county with less than 70 percent of high school graduates in 2000.  High school graduates accounted for 82.1 percent of the state’s adult residents in 2000.

· Total school enrollment increased in all New Jersey counties but the number of college students declined in most counties.  

The number of persons enrolled in school increased rapidly in Somerset (36.5%) and Atlantic (32.2%) counties during the 1990s, due largely to the hefty population growth in these two counties.  School enrollment increased by 18.8 percent statewide, from 1990 to 2000.

New Jersey’s primary and secondary school enrollment also increased substantially (+20.9%) during the 1990s.  Again, Somerset (+47.1%) and Atlantic (+36.9%), led the growth among the state’s 21 counties, while Salem County’s 3.2 percent growth was the lowest in the state. 

College enrollment shrank from 1990 to 2000 in all New Jersey counties except Hudson (+11%) and Gloucester (+10.4%), due mainly to the declining size of the 20-24 years age group.   The 1990-2000 decline was most substantial in Hunterdon (-22.6%) and Salem (-21.8%) counties.  

Marital Status

· Hunterdon County had the highest proportion of currently married persons.

Approximately 64.3 percent of Hunterdon County residents aged 15 and over were married in 2000.  The county’s percentage of married persons was also high in 1990 (62.5%, next only to Sussex County’s 63.5%).  Essex County had the state’s lowest percentage of married persons (43.8%) in 1990, but Hudson County (44.3%) had the distinction in 2000.

Hudson County had the state’s highest percentage of never married persons in both 1990 (35.7%) and 2000 (37%), while Ocean County continued to have the lowest proportion of the never married persons (20.9% in 1990 and 21% in 2000).

· The percentage of widowed persons was highest in Ocean County while Atlantic County had the highest percentage of divorcees.

The percentage of widowed persons ranged from Hunterdon County’s 5.1 percent to Ocean County’s 10.8 percent in 2000.  These two counties also had the lowest (5.4%) and highest (11.3%) percentages, respectively, in 1990. 

Atlantic County’s 10.1 percent was the highest proportion of divorced persons in the state in 2000.  The county also had the state’s highest percentage (8.5%) in 1990. In 2000, Morris County had the lowest percentage of divorced persons (6.5%) in New Jersey, while Bergen County’s 5.6 percent was the lowest in the state in 1990.

· Widowed and divorced persons were disproportionately female.

Females accounted for 81.5 percent of the state’s widowed persons and 60.4 percent of divorced persons as of 2000.  Hunterdon County’s 83.2 percent was the highest proportion of women among widowed residents while Cumberland County’s 77. 6 percent was the lowest.  The percentage of women among divorced persons ranged from 52.7 percent in Salem County to 62.7 percent in Morris County.

Grandparents

· Salem County had the highest percentage of “caretaker” grandparents.

Approximately 31.6 percent of the state’s 185,771 grandparents living with their grandchildren were responsible for their grandchildren in 2000.  Salem County had the highest percentage of “caretaker” grandparents (44.7%), followed by Atlantic County (42.8%).  Morris County’s 19.8 percent was the lowest proportion among the state’s 21 counties.  

Veteran Status

· Number of veterans increased only in Ocean County.

The number of civilian veterans declined in all New Jersey counties except Ocean due to its popularity among senior citizens.  Ocean County also had the highest proportion of veterans (16.3%) among its civilian population 18 years and over in 2000, followed by Cape May County (16.1%) – another locus of the elderly population in New Jersey.  Hudson County’s 6.0 percent was the state’s lowest percentage of veterans.  In 1990, Hudson County also had the lowest percentage of veterans (8.9%) in the state, while Cape May (17.8%) and Ocean (17.4%) had the highest proportions. 

Geographic Mobility

· Nearly two-thirds of Gloucester County residents stayed put between 1995 and 2000.

Gloucester County had the highest proportion (64.5%) of those who had resided in the same house since 1995, while Hudson County had the lowest percentage (53.8%).  Statewide, about 59.8 percent of persons 5 years old and over did not change their addresses between 1995 and 2000.

· Middlesex County received more in-migrants from other counties in the US than any other New Jersey county during the 1990s.

Between 1995 and 2000, more than 120,000 persons relocated to Middlesex County from other counties in the nation.  Bergen County received the second largest influx of domestic in-migrants (109,250) in the state during the same 5-year period.  However, Hunterdon County had the state’s highest percentage of persons residing in another county five years ago (65%) of those who moved within the US while Cumberland County had the lowest percentage (28.2%). 

· Hudson County had the highest percentage of persons relocated to the county from abroad.

Approximately 9.9 percent of New Jersey movers (those who resided in a different house between 1995 and 2000) relocated to the state from abroad.  The percentage of persons migrated from abroad ranged from 1.8 percent in Gloucester County to 17.8 percent in Hudson County.  Hudson County also had the highest percentage (16.4%) of the movers from abroad during the 1985-90 period while Salem county had the lowest percentage (1.2%).

Disability Status

· The percentage of disabled working-age population varied by county.

In 2000, New Jersey’s population aged 21-64 who reported a disability ranged from 9.2 percent in Hunterdon County to 24.4 percent in Hudson County.  The percentage was 17.4 percent in the state as a whole.

More than one in every two (59.4%) of the state’s disabled population aged 21-64 was employed in 2000.  The percentage of employed disabled population was highest in Hunterdon County (67.9%) and Morris County (67.8%).

· Hudson and Morris counties had the highest and lowest proportion of disabled elderly population, respectively.

The percentage of persons 65 years old and over who reported a disability ranged from 32.9 percent in Morris County to 45.8 percent in Hudson County in 2000.  These two counties also had the lowest and highest percentages, respectively, in 1990 although the 1990 data are not comparable with the 2000 data due to the changes in census questions regarding disability.  (Instead of disability, data on “mobility or self-care limitation” was collected in the 1990 census.)

Nativity and Place of Birth  

· Salem County had the highest percentage of native-born population.

The percentage of native-born population was highest in Salem County (97.5%) in New Jersey, as of 2000, followed by Cape May (96.8%) and Gloucester (96.6%) counties.  Hudson County (61.5%) and Passaic County (73.4%) had the lowest percentages of native-born persons. 

In 2000, Sussex County led the state’s proportion of persons who were born in New Jersey (68.%). Cumberland County (67.4%) was second.  The percentage of born-in-state-of-residence population was low in both Hudson County (40.7%) and Bergen County (44.8%).

· Foreign-born population more than doubled in Atlantic and Somerset Counties.

The number of foreign-born population increased in every New Jersey county during the 1990s.  Atlantic (130.2%) and Somerset (106.1%) had the highest growth rates.  The growth rates in Salem (23.1%) and Gloucester (29.4%) counties were the lowest. 

In 2000, almost two in every five residents of Hudson County (38.5%) were foreign-born. The county also had the highest proportion of foreign-born persons in 1990 (30.6%).  Salem (2.5%), Cape May (3.2%) and Gloucester (3.4%) counties continued to have the lowest percentages of foreign-born population in the state. Foreign-born persons accounted for 17.5 percent of New Jersey’s 2000 total population, up from 12.5 percent in 1990.

· Hudson County had more new immigrants and non-citizens than any other New Jersey county in 2000.

The number of non-US citizens exceeded 100,000 in three New Jersey counties in 2000 – Hudson (137,221), Bergen (109,419) and Middlesex (103,840).  However, Cumberland County had the highest proportion of non-citizens (61%) among its foreign-born persons in 2000, while Sussex County’s 36.5 percent was the lowest.  In 1990, the percentage of non-citizens ranged from 23.6 percent in Ocean County to 59.4 percent in Hudson County.  Statewide, the non-citizen percentage increased from 51.3 percent in 1990 to 53.8 percent in 2000.

Hudson County had the highest number of new immigrants who entered the US between 1990 and 2000 (102,582), followed by Middlesex (86,989) and Bergen (83,456) counties.  In 2000, the percentage of new immigrants (entered US within past 10 years) among foreign-born persons ranged from 23.9 percent in Essex County to 47.9 percent in both Cumberland and Middlesex counties.  The percentage increased from 39.8 percent in 1990 to 41.6 percent in 2000 in the state as a whole.

· The number of persons born in Latin America more than doubled in 15 counties during the 1990s.

The number of Latin American-born persons increased substantially (+95%) in New Jersey during the 1990s.  In fact, the number more than doubled in 15 of the state’s 21 counties.  The majority of the state’s Latin American immigrants were concentrated in Hudson, Essex, Passaic and Union counties.  Together, these four counties accounted for 62 percent and 70 percent of New Jersey’ Latin American population in 2000 and 1990, respectively.

· Asian-born population increased substantially in every New Jersey county from 1990 to 2000.

The number of persons born in Asia increased by 90 percent in New Jersey, and more than doubled in six counties during the 1990s.  More than one-half (54%) of the state’s Asian-born population resided in Bergen, Middlesex and Hudson counties as of 2000, up from 52 percent in 1990.

· The population born in Europe declined during the 1990s in eight New Jersey counties.

Despite a moderate increase (3.5%) in the state as a whole, the number of European-born population decreased in eight of the state’s 21 counties from 1990 to 2000.  Nearly one-half (49%) of New Jersey’s European immigrants resided in Bergen, Essex, Union and Middlesex counties as of 2000.

Language Spoken at Home

· More than one in two Hudson County residents spoke a foreign language at home.

While only 6.3 percent of the population 5 years old and over spoke a language other than English at home in Salem County, the proportion of foreign language speakers was 56.1 percent in Hudson County as of 2000.  Passaic County also had a substantially higher percentage (41.9%) of foreign tongues than the state average (25.5%).  The number of non-English speaking persons was also high in these two counties in 1990.

· The state’s Spanish language speakers were concentrated in Hudson, Passaic, Essex and Union counties.

The number of persons speaking Spanish language at home increased substantially in every New Jersey county from 1990 to 2000.  Hudson County led the state’s Spanish speaking population.  Together with Passaic, Essex and Union counties, these four counties accounted for more than one-half of the state’s Spanish language speakers in both 1990 (62.0%) and 2000 (56.2%).

· The number of persons speaking Asian and Pacific Island languages increased in 19 New Jersey counties.

With the exception of Cape May and Cumberland counties, all New Jersey counties experienced a substantial increase in Asian and Pacific Island languages speakers during the 1990s.  Bergen, Middlesex and Hudson counties had the most population speaking Asian and Pacific Island languages at home.  These three counties accounted for 51.3 percent and 56.7 percent of the state’s Asian and Pacific Island languages users in 1990 and 2000, respectively.

· The population who did not speak English “very well” increased substantially in all New Jersey counties from 1990 to 2000.

The rate of growth of persons who did not speak English “very well” ranged from 17.6 percent in Gloucester County to 108.5 percent in Atlantic County from 1990 to 2000.  Somerset County was another county with more than 100 percent growth during the 1990s.  Hudson County had the largest number of persons lacking English skills in New Jersey as of 2000.  Together with Bergen, Essex, Passaic and Middlesex, these five counties accounted for 66.3 percent and 64.3 percent of the state’s total population who did not speak English “very well” in 1990 and 2000, respectively.

Ancestries

· The leading ancestry group varied by county.

Statewide, Italian was the leading ancestry group in New Jersey in both 1990 and 2000, followed by Irish and German.   However, Irish outnumbered Italians and Germans in Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Gloucester and Sussex counties as of 2000, while German was the leading ancestry group in Hunterdon and Salem counties.

Highlights from the Census 2000 Demographic Profiles for New Jersey Counties

DP3 – Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics

Income and Poverty
· Hunterdon County’s median household income was the highest in the state.
Hunterdon County’s median household income of $79,888 in 1999 ranked 1st among the state’s 21 counties.  Morris County ($77,340) and Somerset County ($76,933) also had median household incomes above $70,000.  In comparison, the state’s median household income was $55,146 in 1999.  Of New Jersey’s 21 counties, eleven had higher than statewide median household incomes.  Cumberland County’s median household income of $39,150 was the lowest in the state.

· Hunterdon County also led all counties in New Jersey in median family income.

Hunterdon County ($91,050) edged out Somerset County ($90,605) in median family income while Hudson County ($44,053) was the lowest of New Jersey’s 21 counties. New Jersey’s median family income was $65,370 in 1999.

· Somerset County led all counties in New Jersey in per capita income.
With a figure of $37,970, Morris County’s per capita personal income led all New Jersey counties in 1999 (Somerset was second with $36,964).  In comparison, New Jersey’s per capita income was $27,006 in 1999.  Morris was ranked first and Somerset second in 1989.

· Hunterdon County had the lowest percentage of persons below poverty in New Jersey. 
Hunterdon County’s poverty rate (2.6%) was the lowest in the state and well below the statewide poverty rate of 8.5 percent.  According to Census 2000, New Jersey had 699,668 persons with income below poverty. Among the state’s 21 counties Essex (15.6%), Hudson (15.5%) and Cumberland (15.0%) counties had the highest poverty rates in New Jersey.

· Children were more likely to live in poverty than adults.

The poverty rate for children was higher than for adults in 18 of New Jersey’s counties, with the exception of Bergen, Morris and Hunterdon. In 1999, 10.8 percent of related children under 18 were below the poverty level in New Jersey, compared with 7.8 percent of people 65 years old and over.  In Hudson County, 22 percent of children under 18 were living in poverty.

Journey to Work

· Workers in New Jersey’s more rural counties were more likely to drive alone to work.

Sussex (83.9%), Salem (83.8%), Burlington (82.7%), Ocean (82.7%) and Hunterdon (82.5%) counties had the highest percentages of workers who drove alone to work in while only 42.0 percent of Hudson County’s workers were in this category.  In 1990, Hunterdon County had the highest proportion of workers who drove alone followed by Somerset and Morris County.

· Public transportation users increased while the number of persons who carpooled to work declined during the 1990s.

Hudson (13.0%), Cumberland (13.7%) and Passaic (13.5%) counties had the highest percentage of workers carpooling to work in 2000.  Carpooling to work was most common among Hudson and Cumberland County workers in 1990.  Census 2000 data shows that the percentage of carpoolers declined in every county except Middlesex between 1990 and 2000.

The percentage of public transportation users was by far the highest in Hudson County, 33.6 percent in 2000.  Essex County was the next highest with 18.6 percent.  All but 5 New Jersey counties (Cumberland, Gloucester, Ocean, Salem and Sussex) experienced increases from 1990 to 2000 in public transportation as a means of getting to work.  Less than two percent of workers in Salem, Warren, Sussex, Hunterdon, Cape May and Ocean counties took public transportation in 2000.

As of 2000, Hunterdon County had the highest percentage of home-based workers in the state (5.9%), as of 2000.  At less than two percent, Hudson and Atlantic counties had the lowest percentages.

· Sussex County workers had the longest commuting time in the state.

Sussex County’s average commuting time of 38.3 minutes in 2000 ranked the highest in the state while Monmouth County’s average commuting time showed the largest increase.  Travel time to work for Monmouth County workers rose by 7.5 minutes from 1990 to 2000.  Every county in the state showed an increase of at least 3 minutes.
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DP4 – Profile of Selected Housing Characteristics

Housing Costs and Value

· Morris County had the highest median housing value in New Jersey in 2000.

Morris County had the highest median housing value ($257,400) among New Jersey’s 21 counties.  Bergen ($250,300) and Hunterdon ($245,000) counties’ median home values were not far behind.  The same three counties led the state in median housing values in 1990.  Cumberland County had the lowest median housing value in the state at $91,200, the only county in the state with a value under $100,000.

· Monthly owner costs were high in Bergen and Essex counties.

Among owner-occupied units with a mortgage in the state, Bergen County had the state’s highest median monthly owner costs ($1,724), followed by Hunterdon County ($1,703) in 2000.  Among owner-occupied units without a mortgage, Essex County had the highest median monthly owner costs ($602), followed by Bergen County ($573).  In 1990, Hunterdon County had the highest median monthly owner costs for units with a mortgage while eight counties (Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Somerset and Union) shared the highest median monthly owner costs for units not mortgaged.

· Somerset County had the highest median monthly rent in the state.

The median monthly gross rent for renter-occupied units increased from $592 in 1990 to $751 in 2000 in New Jersey.  In 2000, Somerset County led the state in median gross rent with $898 per month while Bergen, Hunterdon and Morris counties also topped $850.

Housing Characteristics

· Single-family structures accounted for almost two-thirds of New Jersey’s total housing units.

Single-unit housing accounted for 62.8 percent of the state’s total residential buildings (up from 60.9% in 1990).  Hunterdon County had the highest percentage of single-unit housing (85.8%), followed by Sussex County (84.9%).  There were more multi-unit than single-unit housing in Hudson, Essex and Passaic counties.  More than four in every five residential buildings in Hudson County were for multi-household occupancy in 2000.  Multi-unit housing also accounted for 61.7 percent and 52.1 percent of Essex and Passaic counties’ residential units, respectively, as of 2000.  Cumberland (6.6%) and Salem (4.9%) counties had the largest percentage of mobile homes in the state in 2000.

· More than one in every five residential units in Somerset County was newly constructed.

The number of housing units built since 1990 accounted for 21.2 percent of Somerset County’s total housing tally.  In contrast, only 3.8 percent of Union County’s residential units were built since 1990.  Approximately 10.5 percent of New Jersey’s housing units were built in the 1990s.

· There were very few housing units without complete kitchen facilities, plumbing facilities and/or telephone service in the state.

Only 0.5 percent of the state’s total occupied housing units lacked complete kitchen facilities or complete plumbing facilities as of 2000.  The number of housing units without complete kitchen facilities (-510) decreased in New Jersey during the 1990s while the number without plumbing facilities (+938) rose slightly.  Hudson County’s 2,959 (1.2%) “no-kitchen” households was the highest in the state in 2000, and Hunterdon County with 88 (0.2%) households was the lowest.

The percentage of “no-plumbing” households was 0.2 percent or less in Burlington, Cape May, Ocean and Sussex counties in 2000 while Hudson County (1.1%) and Essex County (0.9%) had the highest percentages of households without complete plumbing facilities.

The number of households without telephone service decreased almost 35 percent in New Jersey during the 1990s. Essex, Hudson and Passaic counties had the highest percentage of “no-telephone service” households in 2000.

· Multi-vehicle households were abundant in New Jersey.

More than one in every two New Jersey households (52.6%) had more than one motor vehicle in 2000, the same proportion of multiple-vehicle households as in 1990.  More than 60 percent of households in Hunterdon (67.3%), Sussex (66.0%), and Morris (61.0%) counties were multi-vehicle households.  Among the state’s 21 counties, the highly urbanized Hudson and Essex counties had the highest proportion of households without a motor vehicle (35.1% and 25.4%, respectively) in 2000.
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