Highlights from the Census 2000 Demographic Profiles for New Jersey

DP2 – Profile of Selected Social Characteristics

School Enrollment/Educational Attainment

· Number of persons enrolled in school increased from 1990 to 2000.

Total population three years old and over increased 9.1 percent in New Jersey from 1990 to 2000 while the number of persons enrolled in school (preprimary, grades K-12 and college) increased 18.8 percent.  Consequently, the proportion of students among New Jersey residents increased from 25.2 percent in 1990 to 27.4 percent in 2000.

· Preprimary and grade school enrollment increased while the number of college students declined.

The number of persons enrolled in preprimary schools almost doubled (+96.4%) in New Jersey during the 1990s because the percentage of children aged 3-to-5 attending school increased remarkably from 50 percent in 1990 to 87 percent in 2000.  The enrollment in primary and secondary schools also increased substantially (+21%) from 1990 to 2000 due to the “baby boom echo” effect  -- the majority of the baby boom generation’s children (those born between 1977 and 1994) were in primary grades or high school as of 2000.  The number of persons enrolled in colleges declined (-9.3%) from 1990 to 2000, a reflection of the declining size of the 20-24 years old population group.

· New Jerseyans were better educated in 2000 than in 1990.

The number of New Jerseyans with less than a high school education declined from 1990 to 2000 (-15.8%) among persons 25 years or over, while those with a bachelor’s degree or higher increased substantially (+28.6% and +35.9% for bachelor’s degree and graduate or professional degree, respectively).

Nearly 30 percent of New Jersey residents 25 years and over had a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2000, up from 24.9 percent in 1990. More than four in five (82.1%) New Jersey residents had a high school diploma in 2000, up from 76.7 percent in 1990. 

Marital Status

· Both proportions of married and divorced persons increased in New Jersey during the 1990s.

Among persons 15 years and over in New Jersey, 54.6 percent were married and 7.5 percent were divorced in 2000.   In 1990, the number of married and divorced persons accounted for 53.8 percent and 6.5 percent, respectively, of total persons 15 years and over.

Grandparents

· More than 30 percent of grandparents were caretakers in 2000.

There were 185,771 grandparents living with their own grandchildren in New Jersey as of 2000. Almost one-third (or 31.6%) of them were responsible for their grandchildren.

Veteran Status

· Percentage of veterans decreased among New Jersey residents. 

The percentage of veterans among New Jersey’s civilian population 18 years and over decreased from 13.4 percent in 1990 to 10.6 percent in 2000 as many World War II veterans died during the decade.

Geographic Mobility 

· Approximately 40 percent of New Jerseyans moved between 1995 and 2000.

About 40 percent of New Jerseyans 5 years and over changed their residences within the past five years, according to both the 1990 and the 2000 census.  However, the proportion of persons who relocated to their current residences from another county decreased from 28 percent in 1985-1990 to 15.5 percent in 1995-2000, while the proportion of population who migrated from abroad increased from 2.9 percent in 1985-1990 to 4 percent in 1995-2000.  

Disability

· Disabled persons accounted for 18 percent of New Jersey residents.

In New Jersey, among persons five years of age or older in 2000, 18 percent reported a disability. The likelihood of having a disability varied by age from 7.4 percent of persons 5 to 20 years old, to 17.4 percent of persons 21 to 64 years old, and to 38.6 percent of those 65 and older.  More than one in every two (59%) disabled persons 21-64 years old was employed in New Jersey as of 2000 – up from 41.8 percent in 1990.

Nativity and Place of Birth

· Foreign-born population increased 53 percent in New Jersey during the 1990s.

New Jersey’s native population increased 2.6 percent during the 1990s while the foreign-born population increased 52.7 percent, from less than a million in 1990 to nearly 1.5 million in 2000. Among New Jersey’s foreign-born person, 41.6 percent entered the United States during the past ten years, and more than one-half of all foreign-born persons (53.8%) were not US citizens as of 2000.

· About 53 percent of the state’s population was born in the state.

In 2000, approximately 80 percent of New Jersey residents were born in the United States (down from 85% in 1990), including about 53.2 percent born in the state (down slightly from 54.8% in 1990).  The foreign-born constituted 17.5 percent of the state’s total population in 2000 (up from 12.5% in 1990).

· Latin America was still the state’s largest source of foreign-born population.

Latin America continued to be the largest source of New Jersey’s foreign-born population, accounting for 35.1 percent and 43 percent of the total in 1990 and 2000, respectively.  With a hefty 90 percent increase during the 1990s, Asian-born persons replaced European-born persons as the state’s second largest foreign-born group in 2000.  New Jersey’s number of African-born persons had the highest rate of growth (137%) during the 1990s, from a small population base.

Language spoken at home
· More than one in four persons spoke foreign languages at home in New Jersey.

Among persons five years of age or older living in New Jersey in 2000, 25.5 percent spoke a language other than English at home. Of the 2 million foreign language speakers, 48.3 percent spoke Spanish, 32.9 percent spoke other Indo-European languages and 13.8 percent spoke Asian and Pacific Island languages; 43.6 percent reported that they did not speak English "very well."  In 1990, 19.5 percent spoke a foreign language at home.  Among them, 44.2 percent spoke Spanish, and 43.3 percent did not speak English “very well.”

Ancestry

· Italian is still the leading ancestry group in New Jersey.

As in 1990, Italian continued to be the leading ancestry group in New Jersey in 2000, followed by Irish and German.  These three largest groups accounted for 46.4 percent of the state’s total population in 2000, down from 55.4 percent in 1990, implying an increasing ethnic diversity. The other major ancestry groups (with at least 100,000 reported) in New Jersey were Polish, English, American (USA), Russian, French, Dutch, West Indian, Hungarian and Scottish. 

Highlights from the Census 2000 Demographic Profiles for New Jersey

DP3 – Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics

Income and Poverty

· New Jersey’s income on the rise.

New Jersey's median household income increased 34.7 percent from $40,927 in 1989 to $55,146 in 1999. After adjusting for inflation, the 1999 figure represents a 3.8 percent increase over the adjusted 1989 median household income ($53,118 in 1999 constant dollars). In 1999, almost 55 percent (54.7%) of New Jersey’s households had a household income of $50,000 or more.

New Jersey’s median family income grew 37.4 percent (from $47,589 to $65,370) from 1989 to 1999.  The over-the-decade change after adjustment for inflation shows a 5.8 percent increase in New Jersey’s median family income from $61,764 (constant 1999 dollars) in 1989.

Per capita income rose 44.7 percent in New Jersey from a 1989 figure of $18,714 to $27,006 in 1999. After adjustment for inflation, New Jersey demonstrated an 11.2 percent increase over the past ten years.

· Children were more likely to live in poverty in New Jersey in 1999 than adults.

The state’s 8.5 percent poverty rate for all individuals in 1999 was up from the 1989 rate of 7.6 percent.  The poverty rate for related children under 18 was 10.8 percent compared with the 7.6 percent poverty rate for individuals over 18.  About 7.8 percent of New Jersey’s elderly population (65 and over) lived below poverty in 1999.

Of New Jersey’s 2,167,577 families, 6.3 percent or 135,549 families lived below the poverty line in 1999 compared with 5.6 percent in 1989.  Almost one of every five (19.4%) female householders, no husband present families lived below poverty.

Journey to Work

· Despite an increase in public transportation ridership during the 1990s, more than seven out of every ten New Jersey workers drove alone to work.
A total of 371,500 residents or 9.6 percent relied on some form of public transportation to get to work, an increase of 10.3 percent from 1990 to 2000.  A little over 2.8 million (73.0%) New Jerseyans drove alone to work in 2000, an increase of 3.6 percent over the decade while about 412,300 carpooled, a decrease of 12.6 percent. Only 3.1 percent walked to work in 2000, down from 4.1 percent in 1990.

· The average one-way commuting time for New Jersey workers rose to 30 minutes.

The average commuting time for New Jersey workers increased from 25.3 minutes in 1990 to 30.0 minutes in 2000.  When data for all states are released by June 2002, New Jersey’s average commuting time is likely to be among the highest in the country.

· Despite an increase over the decade, the number of New Jerseyans working at home remained small.

About 106,000 or 2.7 percent of New Jerseyans worked at home in 2000, up from 2.1 percent in 1990.
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DP4 – Profile of Selected Housing Characteristics

Housing Costs and Value

· The average value of an owner-occupied house in New Jersey was $170,800 in 2000.

In New Jersey, the median value for owner-occupied housing units increased by 5.2 percent during the 1990s (from $162,300 to $170,800).  Despite the modest increase, New Jersey’s median housing value is still expected to be close to 40 percent higher than the national median in 2000 (which has not yet been released), and rank among the top of the nation’s 50 states.  After adjusting for inflation, the median value of housing in New Jersey in 2000 was 17.6 percent lower than in 1990.

· Monthly housing costs increased modestly in New Jersey during the 1990s.

The median monthly housing cost for mortgaged owners was $1,534, nonmortgaged owners $533, and renters $751 in New Jersey in 2000.  Seventy-one percent of New Jersey homeowners had mortgages while 28.5 percent were without mortgages.  Approximately 28.3 percent of owners and 37.5 percent of renters in New Jersey spent 30 percent or more of their household income on housing.  In 1990, the median monthly cost for mortgaged owners was $1,105, nonmortgaged owners $382 and renters $592.

Housing Characteristics

· Single-family structures accounted for almost two-thirds of New Jersey’s total housing units.

In 2000, New Jersey had a total of 3,310,275 housing units, 7.4 percent of which were vacant. Single-unit housing accounted for 62.8 percent of the state’s total residential buildings (up from 60.9% in 1990).  A total of 36.1 percent were in multi-unit structures (down slightly from 1990) while 1.0 percent were mobile homes.  A small number of housing units (less than 0.1%) were identified as a boat, RV, van, etc.  Approximately 10.5 percent of New Jersey’s housing units were built in the 1990s.  New Jersey’s housing data shows one in five of New Jersey’s housing units were built in 1939 or earlier.

· There were very few housing units without complete kitchen facilities, plumbing facilities and/or telephone service in the state.

Only 0.5 percent of the state’s total occupied housing units lacked complete kitchen facilities or complete plumbing facilities as of 2000.  The number of housing units without complete kitchen facilities (-510) decreased in New Jersey during the 1990s while the number without plumbing facilities (+938) rose slightly.  The number of households without telephone service decreased almost 35 percent in New Jersey during the 1990s. Approximately 1.8 percent or a little more than 56,000 New Jersey households had no telephone service as of 2000.

· Multi-vehicle households were abundant in New Jersey.

More than one in every two New Jersey households (52.6%) had more than one motor vehicle in 2000, the same proportion of multiple-vehicle households as in 1990.  Almost 13 percent of New Jersey households did not have access to a car, truck, or van for private use.

· More New Jersey homes used utility gas while fuel oil and kerosene usage declined during the 1990s.

Almost 67 percent of New Jersey households used utility gas as their heating fuel in 2000, up from 57.5 percent in 1990.  Fuel oil, kerosene, etc. (19.4%) was the second most prevalent source of heating fuel used although it experienced a drop of 27 percent.  In 1990, 29 percent of New Jersey households used fuel oil as their heating source.  A total of 316,000 or 10.3 percent of housing units used electricity as their heating source in 2000.
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