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Outline

• American FactFinder Toolkit
• Data Access Tools
• American FactFinder Overview & 

Thematic mapping
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• 2010 Census vs. American Community 
Survey

• American Community Survey Tips
– How to use American Community Survey data
– How to compare American Community Survey 

with 2000 Census data
• Geography
• AFF Mapping overview

Toolkit
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American Community Survey – Subjects
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American Community Survey – Releases

Sample Data !
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When to use 1‐yr, 3‐yr or 5‐yr estimates



9

Comparing 2012 American Community Survey Data
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Here are the basics of the 
American Community 
Survey, with the 
opportunities and challenges 
of using data. Learn to 
access and use ACS data on 
the Census Bureau's website. 
Plus concrete examples of 
how ACS data can answer 
real‐world questions about 
our society.

What General Data 
Users 
Need to Know
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Access American Community Survey Portal
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American Community Survey Portal

Help for data users on a
variety of subjects 
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American FactFinder Mapping Overview
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Thematic Map
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6 main parts of the map:

1. the Map Title;
2. the Legend;
3. the Map;
4. the Actions toolbar;
5. the Map tools;
6. and the Modify the map 

options.
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Data Access Tools
• Quick Facts
• Language Mapping
• Dwellr
• Census Explorer

• Retail Edition
• People, Education & Income
• Commuting
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Advantages: 
 Attract users looking 
for simple access to 
facts

Accessing Quick Facts
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Language Use

Language use, English-speaking ability, and 
linguistic isolation data are currently collected 
in the American Community Survey. The 
current language use questions, in use since 
1980, gather how many people speak a 
language other than English at home, what 
languages are spoken, and how well English 
is spoken.

B16001
LANGUAGE 
SPOKEN AT 
HOME BY 

ABILITY TO 
SPEAK ENGLISH 

FOR THE 
POPULATION 5 

YEARS AND 
OVER

Universe: 
Population 5 

years and over 

Up to 39 Languages!

Language Use in the United States: 2011
American Community Survey Reports
Issued August 2013
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Released August 2013
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• Uses American Community Survey Data 
from the US Census Bureau to 
match user preferences to thousands of 
places across the nation.

• Displays statistics based on user 
preferences and also provides access to 
social characteristics table in AFF

• Provides users the top 25 places 
matching their preferences. Shows map 
view of top cities.

• Users can share top matches through 
social networks (email, Facebook and 
Twitter)

• Engages our audiences in new ways 
through relevant experiences

• Increases usage of Census Bureau 
statistics

dwellr Mobile App
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Census Explorer: How To

Select a Topic
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Census Explorer: How To

Select a data set
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Census Explorer: How To

Select a Topic
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Census Explorer: How To

Select a Geography
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NEW census.gov
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Find Your Topic of Interest
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www.census.gov Select Data Drop down box; Select American Fact Finder 
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Topics / subtopics 

Subtopics are 
available for 

selection from here
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Sign up 
for email 
updates
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Community Facts
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Subtopics / Detailed tables
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Express Downloads

Access Block 
Group Data & 

Censuses Prior 
2000
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Advanced Search Results

Table Results 
per page

METADATA!
Table Shell



40

Narrow Down Your Search: Topics
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Text Search
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Select Your Table
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View Your Table
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View Your Table with Margins of error
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View Your Table - Without margins of error
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Modify Table: Transpose R&C
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Download Options
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Thematic Map
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Modify Map Colors, Classes & Transparency
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Add Text
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Map Download Options
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Rich Text Format
Download
will open
in Word
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Questions? 

Thank you!
Brunie Sánchez
Data Dissemination Specialist
brunilda.sanchez@census.gov
973- 735-3404

Please complete evaluation online at:

http://questionweb.com/59212/

Lead Census Facilitator : Brunie Sanchez
Regional Location: Select New York
Event Date: 06/18/2014 


