2020 County Population Estimates*
HIGHLIGHTS
2019 – 2020 Highlights
· New Jersey’s population declined by 8,887 (-0.1%) between 2019 and 2020. Seven counties had a faster rate of growth than the state between 2019 and 2020 (by descending order of growth rate: Ocean, Gloucester, Salem, Warren, Burlington, Camden, Morris). 
· Bergen (population 930,394) was still the most populous county in New Jersey as of July 1, 2020, followed by Middlesex (822,736) and Essex (800,501). The state’s two least populated counties ̶ Salem (62,451) and Cape May (91,546) still had less than 100,000 residents.
· Six counties gained population between 2019 and 2020, led by Ocean (6,739), Gloucester (1,403), Burlington (436), Camden (306), Warren (169), Salem (110). 
· Among the fifteen counties with population declines, the numeric losses ranged from (-404) in Hunterdon to (-2,364) in Hudson.
· Ocean and Gloucester counties had a 1.11% and 0.48% annual growth rate, respectively, ̶ the fastest in the state between 2019 and 2020. The over-the-year population declines were most severe in Cumberland (-1.33%), Cape May (-0.76%) and Sussex (-0.50%) counties.
2010 – 2020 Highlights
· Since the last decennial Census, the state’s population has grown by 90,477 (1.0%). Eight counties grew at a faster rate than the state during the current decade (by descending order: Ocean, Hudson, Union, Bergen, Essex, Somerset, Middlesex and Gloucester).
· Ocean County gained more residents (37,683) than any other county in New Jersey since the most recent decennial Census in 2010. Hudson (37,385), Bergen (25,287), Union (18,986), Essex (16,646) and Middlesex (12,637), also experienced substantial numeric gains in resident population since 2010. 
· With a 6.5% growth of population since the 2010 Census, Ocean was the state’s fastest growing county so far in this decade, followed by Hudson (5.9%), Union (3.5%), Bergen (2.8%), Essex (2.1%), Somerset (1.8%), Middlesex and Gloucester (both 1.6%).
· Thirteen counties experienced population declines between 2010 and 2020. Rapid declines were found in Cumberland (-6.1%), Sussex (-6.0%), Cape May (-5.9%) and Salem (-5.5%). 
· The numeric decreases of resident population were most severe in Monmouth (-11,966), Atlantic (-11,587), Cumberland (-9,602), Sussex (-8,939), Camden (-6,732), Cape May (-5,715).
· The hefty population growth in Ocean County was due to substantial immigration flow, coupled with positive natural change (12,497). The county’s 25,804 positive net migration (total of domestic and international migration both ways) was the largest in the state. Only two other counties experienced positive net migration (more in-migration from abroad and other counties and states than out-migration). They are Bergen (4,937) and Gloucester (1,231) counties.
· Natural increments were substantial in Hudson (65,720), Essex (44,977), Middlesex (35,883) and Passaic (32,008) counties. Cape May, Salem and Warren were the only three counties to suffer from natural decrease (-4,601, -658 and -358), respectively (meaning these counties have more deaths than births between 2010 and 2020).
· Every county in the state gained population from international migration. With 324,296 net gains, Hudson (70,400), Middlesex (47,882), Essex (42,296), Bergen (31,900) and Union (26,588) were the state’s major destinations of international immigrants.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Almost every county in New Jersey lost population due to domestic migration between 2010 and 2020, except Ocean which had net gain of 23,573. Counties with large (30,000 or more) net losses due to domestic migration were Hudson (-98,908), Middlesex (-71,502), Essex (-70,995), Passaic (-58,990), Union (-36,287), Camden (-33,118) and Mercer (-30,869). 

*Note: This document discusses Vintage 2020 data, which is different to actual population count as reported in 2020 Census
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