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I am your....

Today, I planned to...

I didn’t plan to... 
Die today...but I did

I planned to....

I didn’t plan to... 
Die today...but I did

Please think of me...
Just once today...
When you 
Fulfill your plans

I am your....

I didn’t plan to...
Die today BUT I  DID...

Mother. . . . . . . . . . Father
Sister . . . . . . . . . . . Brother
Child . . . . . . . . . . . Partner
Lover . . . . . . . . . . . Friend

Take a walk . . . . . . See a friend
Tell a joke . . . . . . . . Give a smile
Pay a bill . . . . . . . . . Play a game
Take a ride . . . . . . . . Kiss a cheek
Hug a child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Go to work . . . . . . . . . Build a bridge
Pave a road . . . . . . . . . Fix a pipe
Teach a class . . . . . . . . Save a life
Paint a room . . . . . . . . Write  reports
Enter data . . . . . . . . . . .Work the line
Wire buildings . . . . . . . Walk the iron
Erect the steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mother . . . . . . . . . . . . . Father
Sister . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brother
Child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Partner
Lover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friend

W O R K E R S ’ 
M E M O R I A L  D AY

“ T H E  P L A N ”
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A  Po e m  b y  S u e  Wa l t z



Enrique Barahona

Bartolo Isaias Rodriguez

Tulio Melchor Cardenas Ospina

Jose Cepeda

Alanzo Edwards

Valentin Garcia Gaona

Victor Garcia-Marrero

John Healy

Cristino Hernandez Orzuna

Jack Hohwald

Sekou Kane

Oliver Lopez

Galo Matailo

Walt McDonald

Peter Mobley

Leonidas Rodriguez Moreno

Milton Nieves

Daniel Ortiz

Jorge Paltan-Ajila

Yessenia Rivas Ingles

Jenyiia B. Rubell

Ethan Schultz

John Slavik

Heriberto Solis-Fallas

Manuel Taipina

Dominick Tarsitano

Joseph Urlich

David Cruz Valencia

Luis Antonio Valez

Anthony Zepeda

Flag Salute 
Alejandro Ruiz 
Workers’ Memorial Chair 
NJ State Industrial Safety Committee

Welcome Remarks
Kevin D. Jarvis, Acting Commissioner 
NJ Department of Labor & Workforce Development

Speakers 
Charles Wowkanech, President
NJ AFL-CIO

Richard Mendelson, Regional Administrator
Occupational Safety and Health Administration

James Clancy, Strategic Planner
NJ State Industrial Safety Committee

Julie Diaz, Deputy Commissioner
NJ Department of Labor & Workforce Development
Presentation of Governor’s Proclamation in recognition 
of those who lost their lives during the course of 
employment in 2025

“The Plan” / Closing Remarks
Alex Ruiz 
Workers’ Memorial Chair 
NJ State Industrial Safety Committee

IN MEMORIAMW O R K E R S ’ 
M E M O R I A L  D AY In memory of New Jerseyans who lost 

their lives on the job in 2025
PROGRAM


