Mahatma Gandhi was a key
figure in India’s struggle for

independence from British rule,
known for his way of thinking,
nonviolent resistance, also
known as the satyagraha
concept. He believed that social
and political change could be
accomplished through peaceful
and civil protest.
Ghandhi led many

1965 IMMIGRATION ACT:

Before the 1965 Immigration
and Nationality Act, South
Asians faced immense
difficulties when immigrating to
the United States due to
restrictions that heavily favored
European countries. As a result,
only a small percentage of
South Asians were allowed to
enter the country, and those
who did often faced societal
and/or legal discrimination. The
1965 Act, signed into law by
President Lyndon B. Johnson at
the foot of the Statue of
Liberty, stimulated a more
equitable immigration policy.
Since the act was passed
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In areas like Edison and Jersey
City, vibrant communities
referred to as ‘Little India’ are
popular for their cultural
atmosphere and rich south
Asian cuisine. Areas of specific
cultural or religious groups can
be referred to as Ethnic
Enclaves. This reference can be
defined as geographic locations
where a distinct group
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Gandhi led several major , especially between the 1960s maintains a strong presence
campaigns in India, and 1980s, hundreds of through_its cultural identity,
encouraging millions to fight thousands of South Asian language, and social network
for freedo(;n. His empf:jaaslf(_)n individuals migrated to the U.S. within a larger society. These
DEd T . R © This led to the growth of vibrant neighborhoods are highly

discipline inspired not only . o involved in immigration
those of Indian heritage but South Asian communities support, providing entry-level

also civil rights leaders like across the U.S. and jobs, and creating a sense of

Martin Luther King Jr. and representation in various “home away from home”.
Nelson Mandela. Gandhi’s professional fields. The Act Supporting communities like
peaceful approach shifted unintentionally reshaped the ‘Little India’ contributes
global perspectiveson U.S. demographic, allowing for immensely to the local
SR YNGR IR COCUEKIEEN increased cultural diversity and economy, helps increase the

shared community. longevity of their small
businesses, and keeps cultural

story continues to impact
conversations on peace, civil

rights, and humanity. traditions alive.

BEAUTY IN THE DETAILS:
Beeralu Lacemaking is one of the first forms of making lace by hand. Often involving unique designs
and patterns, this hobby is rooted in Sri Lankan tradition but was introduced during 16" century
Portuguese rule. Its name is derived from the Portuguese word “bilro” meaning bobbin while “renda”
is a Portuguese word for lace. The art of Beeralu is an endangered tradition, one kept alive by its home
of origin but is on the verge of being forgotten elsewhere. The technique requires immense patience,
stead handedness, and knowledge of pattern-making that is typically passed down through
generational knowledge. In today’s society, the craft of Beeralu lacemaking is protected by cultural
organizations as a way of preserving the history and storytelling of each piece that has been made.
With the intricate patterns and shapes, this specific form of lacemaking may have been influence for

modern-day interpretations of handwoven details and textiles.

-WE ALL DESERVE KINDNESS-
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