
“The ranges here provide us with a wide variety of uses,” Rodriguez 
said. “We’re able to execute our individual training, such as weapons 
qualification, and conduct collective training, such as the squad live-
fire certification.” 

The weekend’s training was designed to get the greatest results with 
the least impact on those involved. 

“These Soldiers all have full-time jobs, so we want to maximize 
their time,” Rodriguez said. “If we had to leave the area to train we 
would need these Soldiers for longer, costing the government more, 
and potentially inconveniencing employers. By using these ranges we 
are saving time and money and using that time to actually train.”

The unit is also aware of the noise generated by deployment 
training, specifically from mortar round firing, noise which can impact 

surrounding areas. 
“The noise is an inconvenience, but is necessary to 

maintain the readiness of the force,” Rodiguez said. 
Residents may hear more noise than usual 

coming from the ranges and may experience 
possible ground shaking during training 

activities. It is important to note that noise 
from the ranges may travel farther during 

overcast weather conditions. 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-

Lakehurst works hard to minimize the 
impact training has on its surrounding 

communities and is committed to 
remaining good neighbors.

Story and photos by 2nd Lt. David Murphy, JBMDL Public Affairs

April 5, 2013

NJNG SOLDIERS TRAIN AT JBMDL
JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. -- Soldiers 

from the New Jersey National Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 113th Infantry 
Regiment, out of Riverdale, N.J., conducted training March 22-24, at 
ranges here. 

The Soldiers took part in mortar firing training, M16 and M4 rifle 
qualification and squad live-fire exercises.

“At any given time there is a unit ready to deploy, so this training 
ensures our readiness for future deployments,” said 1st Lt. Roque 
Rodriguez, the training officer for the 113th Inf. 

Distance plays a major factor in determining why the unit trains 
here as the ranges are located less than 100 miles from Riverdale. 

“Traveling to upstate New York or Virginia would cut into the time 
we have to train because we only have these Soldiers for 48 hours,” 
Rodriguez said. “This is the best place for us and it’s the 
best resource we have.”

The executive officer of the 113th Inf., 1st Lt. 
Patrick Moore, from Fanwood, N.J., is in charge 
of certifying Soldiers on the squad live-fire range 
and echoed Rodriguez’s remarks.

“We appreciate everything the base does 
to accommodate us,” said Moore. “The 
range control guys who come out here in 
the field do their best for us. It’s a very 
professional environment.”

The joint base ranges also allow units 
to tackle multiple aspects of training during 
a single weekend. 
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Joseph D. Wienand, technical director for the Edgewood 
Chemical Biological Center, presented a certificate of completion 
and his personal coin to the 21st Civil Support Team for Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction Mach 22 after concluding the week-long 
ECBC Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) 
Training Course at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.

Wienand also thanked the members of the unit for their service 
to the nation and the critical role they play in its defense.

Lt. Col. Timothy Metcalf, commander of the unit, accepted the 
training certificate for the 17-member unit.

Metcalf said what he really likes about the course is that ECBC 
tailored it to the team’s specific needs. Some of the soldiers took 
this course a couple of years ago and for them it was a refresher 
course; for others in the unit, it was the first intermediate level of 
CBRN training and it took the training to a higher level of pre-
paredness.

The 21st is part of the New Jersey National Guard and is head-
quartered out of Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.  

ECBC Technical Director 
Congratulates NJ Guard Unit 

Sgt. 1st Class Christophe Hoenge, left and Staff Sgt. Russell Huth, 
right, were presented the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Med-
al March 27, 2013 at the Joint Training and Training Development Cen-
ter in Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. Hoenge distinguished 
himself through outstanding volunteer service over the last five years 
with the Lakehurst-Manchester Soccer Association and Manchester 
Little League in Ocean County, NJ. Hoenge volunteered at his chil-
dren’s school to help teachers by reading stories to the class, aided 
with the set-up and conduct of class parties, and acted as a volunteer 
assistant teacher’s aide. Huth‘s work with the Fairless Hills Athletic 
Association since 2006 has helped provided activities for hundreds of 
children in Falls Township, Bucks County, PA. Huth acted as the prin-
cipal organizer and coordinator for a fundraising event for a friend and 
neighbor who was unemployed and whose daughter was diagnosed 
with cancer. (Photo by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDMAVA/PA)
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New Jersey Department of Military &
Veterans Affairs

Veterans Outreach Campaign

LIVINGSTON MALL
April *9, 10 & 11 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on Tuesday, April 9
Kiosk hours 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

112 Eisenhower Parkway, Livingston, NJ 07039
(Essex County)

CHERRY HILL MALL
June *4, 5 & 6 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on Tuesday, June 4 
Kiosk hours 10 a.m. – 8p.m.

200 Route 38, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
(Camden County)

http://www.hiringourheroes.org
mailto:hiringourheroes%40uschamber.com?subject=Job%20Fair%20Registration
mailto:hiringourheroes%40uschamber.com?subject=Job%20Fair%20Registration
http://www.hiringourheroes.org


DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-
fice of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General 
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Air Force Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez - Public Affairs Specialist
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist
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Former ANG unit member, 
astronaut visits the 177th
Story by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht, 177th FW/PA

Aeronautical engineering seniors from Lehigh University, 
Pa., toured the 177th Fighter Wing compound April 3. 

Accompanying the students was their professor, Dr. Terry 
Hart, a former 177th unit member and space shuttle astronaut.

Hart and his students got to check out an F-16C Fighting 
Falcon static display, and were also given a tour of the engine 
repair shop and aircrew flight equipment areas.

Hart began his career with the Air Force Reserve, but tran-
sitioned to the New Jersey National Guard flying the F-106 in 
1973. By 1978 Hart had been accepted into the NASA Astro-
naut program, and was Ascent and Orbit capsule communicator 
- the person who communicates directly with the shuttle from 
Mission Control - for Space Transportation System-1, STS-2, 
STS-3 and STS-7.

In 1984, Hart flew as a mission specialist on STS-41C Chal-
lenger and logged 168 hours in space. That mission was notable 
for retrieving and repairing the Solar Maximum Satellite, as 
well as flying with Cinema 360 and IMAX Camera Systems.  

Hart retired in 1990 from the Air National Guard as a lieu-
tenant colonel and has been a professor of aeronautical engi-
neering for seven years at Lehigh University, his alma mater.

Aeronautical engineering students from Lehigh University stand in front 
of a 177th Fighter Wing F-16C Fighting Falcon during a base tour on April 
3, 2013. (Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)


