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Brig. Gen. James Grant, Director of the Joint Staff, New Jersey Army and Air National Guard, 
left, presents the New Jersey Meritorious Service Medal along with service medals for Korea 
and Vietnam to Marianne Clark of Neptune, May 7, 2013. It was one year ago on Tuesday, when 
Clark’s husband Army Sgt. 1st Class Dwight Clark passed away, making the presentation of 
the medals even more important to the widow. Twenty-five veterans received medals at the cer-
emony held at the New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial in Holmdel, part of the annual New 
Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Remembrance Day. To view a video of the ceremony, please follow 
this link: Vietnam Veterans Medals. (Photo by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDVAMA/PA)

Truly
Honored

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cimdj3Ln1k8&feature=youtu.be
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“Fire in the hole! Fire in the hole! Fire in the hole!” were the 
yells on a bright and sunny day. Then a cloud of dust followed 
by a loud boom. 

Those were the sights and sounds May 3 at the Warren 
Grove Range, as several members of the 177th Fighter Wing’s 
Explosive Ordnance Disposal unit conducted controlled deto-
nations to render several practice bombs safe for reclamation.

“Today we cleared several 500 and 2,000 pound practice 
bombs,” said Staff Sgt. John Hurley, the noncommissioned-of-
ficer-in-charge during the controlled detonations.

On a yearly basis, they clear 20 percent of dropped or unused 
practice bombs found at the range, said Hurley. “Once every five 
years we must clear 100 percent of the range.”

The Warren Grove Range, which is located in Ocean Coun-
ty, is a military bomb practice range. The range is operated by 
the 177th Fighter wing, and provides a training environment 
for several fighter jets and helicopter from various National 
Guard, reserve and active-duty units throughout the Northeast-
ern United States. 

Consequently, the practice bombs that are dropped during 
these training sorties must be retrieved and rendered safe for dis-
posal or reclamation. 

So yelling “fire in the hole” three times and with the press 
of a button on the firing device, Staff Sgt. Philip Douglass, and 
EOD technician at the 177th, triggered explosives that rendered 
the practice bombs safe. 

EOD technicians having a blast at Warren Grove
Story by Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez, NJDMAVA/PA
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Top photo, Staff Sgt. Philip Douglass, 177th Fighter Wing Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) unit, fires a MX-22 firing device triggering 
explosives that render safe two 2,000-pound practice bombs and 
thirty-nine 500-pound BDU-50 practice bombs. Middle photo, Tech. 
Sgt. Raymond J. Wayne, standing, Staff Sgts. Joseph G. Coates, 
kneeling left, and Philip Douglass, prepare demolition shots for 
use to render safe practice bombs. Photo left, Staff Sgt. Joseph 
G. Coates, right, receives on the job training as Staff Sgt. John F. 
Hurley Jr., both with the 177th Fighter Wing Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal unit, verify that the contents of the 500-pound BDU-50 
practice bombs are concrete and not explosive. (U.S. Air National 
Guard photos by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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Command Sgt. Maj. Michael V. Rigby addresses the Soldiers of the 
Joint Training and Training Development Center May 4, 2013 after 
receiving the command colors during a Change of Responsibility 
ceremony held at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J. Rigby 
took over the reins from Command Sgt. Maj. Scott C. Lewis. (Photo 
by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDVAMA/PA)

Command Sgt. Maj. Scott C. Lewis, right, accepts the 42nd Regional 
Support Group’s command colors from Col. Todd Berger, command-
er, during a Change of Responsibility ceremony at the Somerset Ar-
mory May 5, 2013. Lewis took over as the highest ranking noncommis-
sioned officer of the 42nd from Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph Brennan. 
(Photo by Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez/NJDMAVA/PA/Released)
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New Jersey Department of Military &
Veterans Affairs

Veterans Outreach Campaign

CHERRY HILL MALL
June *4, 5 & 6 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on Tuesday, June 4 
Kiosk hours 10 a.m. – 8p.m.

200 Route 38, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
(Camden County)

NJ KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL
COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY ON THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE SIGNING OF THE KOREAN WAR ARMISTICE
July *26 

* Medal Ceremony at 11:00a.m. will be part of program chaired 
by Korean War Veterans Association of New Jersey

Brighton Park Amphitheatre & the Boardwalk, Atlanticy City, NJ
(Atlantic County)

Members of the 508th Military Police Advisory Team takes a rare moment and conducts an 
Organizational Day April 26, 2013 in Afghanistan. The event was kicked off by a Rutgers 
Unite Shadow 8K run and followed by a barbecue lunch and briefings. (Courtesy photo)



DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-
fice of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General 
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Air Force Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez - Public Affairs Specialist
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist
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US Family Health Care, a Tricare Prime option providing a civil-
ian based managed care network, will be holding Question and 
Answer sessions to provide information for servicemembers and 
families.

Joint Military and Family Assistance Center
1048 US Highway 206, Bordentown

May 16 and 23
12 to 4p.m.

JB-MDL McGuire Library
2603 Tuskegee Airmen Ave, JB-MDL 

May 22
12 to 4p.m.

Camden County Veterans Affairs
3 Collier Dr.-Lakeland Complex

Blackwood, NJ 08012      
May 13 and 20
11a.m. to 3p.m.
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