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Airman 1st Class Brett Behrens, from the 
New Jersey National Guard’s 177th Security 
Forces Squadron, runs towards an objective 
during military operations on urban terrain 
(MOUT) training at Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Nov. 19, 2013. The 
177th Security Forces Squadron is part of 
the 177th Fighter Wing, which is based out 
of Atlantic City. (U.S. Air National Guard 
photo by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)

https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-Department-of-Military-and-Veterans-Affairs/245085018841687
http://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/
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Lt. Col. Robert Martinez, right, commander, 250th Brigade Support Bat-
talion, New Jersey National Guard, hands the unit’s guidon to Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Christopher Sheridan at a Change of Responsibility 
ceremony at the Joint Training and Training Development Center in 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Nov. 17, 2013. (Coursey Photo)

Soldiers from the New Jersey National Guard pose for a group photo 
with New York Giants’s wide receiver, Victor Cruz, at Metlife Stadium 
Nov. 17, 2013. The Soldiers, who are from various NJNG units, were 
part of a military detail that unfurled the U.S. flag during the singing of 
the national anthem at the opening ceremonies at the Giants’s home 
game against the Green Bay Packers. (Courtesy photo)

Gilda Healy, left, accepts the State of New Jersey Civilian Meritori-
ous Service Award from Brig. Gen. James J. Grant, Director of Joint 
Staff, during the Veterans History Project luncheon Nov. 20, 2013 at 
the Manasquan Elks lodge. Healy was among ten volunteers honored 
for work to restore and reopen the National Guard Militia Museum at 

Sea Girt, N.J., after Superstorm Sandy devastated the building and 
artifacts a year ago. The Manasquan Elks sponsored the lunch to rec-
ognize veterans who provide an oral history this year. In more than 12 
years the museum staff has collected oral histories from nearly 500 
veterans. (Photo by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDMAVA/PA)
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DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-
fice of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. 
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National 
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General 
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley - Public Affairs Specialist
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Armando Vasquez – Public Affairs Specialist
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U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

WASHINGTON – Veterans Affairs is partnering with Delta 
Dental and MetLife to allow eligible veterans, plus family mem-
bers receiving care under the Civilian Health and Medical Program 
(CHAMPVA), to purchase affordable dental insurance beginning 
Nov. 15, VA officials announced recently.   

“VA continues to explore innovative ways to help veterans get 
access to the care and services they have earned and deserve,” said 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “This new dental 
program is another example of VA creating partnerships with the 
private sector to deliver a range of high-quality care at an afford-
able cost, for our Nation’s Veterans.”

More than 8 million veterans who are enrolled in VA health 
care can choose to purchase one of the offered dental plans. This 
three-year pilot has been designed for veterans with no dental cov-
erage, or those eligible for VA dental care who would like to pur-
chase additional coverage. Participation will not affect entitlement 
to VA dental services and treatment.  

There are no eligibility limitations based on service-connected 
disability rating or enrollment priority assignment. People inter-
ested in participating may complete an application online through 
Delta Dental, www.deltadentalvadip.org, or MetLife, www.
metlife.com/vadip beginning Nov. 15. Coverage for this new den-
tal insurance will begin Jan. 1, 2014, and will be available through-
out the United States and its territories.  

Also eligible for the new benefits are nearly 400,000 spouses 
and dependent children who are reimbursed for most medical ex-
penses under VA’s CHAMPVA program. Generally, CHAMPVA 
participants are spouses, survivors or dependent children of Vet-
erans officially rated as “permanently and totally” disabled by a 
service-connected condition. 

Dental services under the new program vary by plan and in-
clude diagnostic, preventive, surgical, emergency and endodontic/
restorative treatment. Enrollment in the VA Dental Insurance Plan 
(VADIP) is voluntary. Participants are responsible for all premi-
ums, which range from $8.65 to $52.90 per month for individual 
plans. Copayments and other charges may apply.

Historically VA’s free dental services have gone to Veterans 
with dental problems connected to a medical condition that’s of-
ficially certified as “service connected.” Free dental services will 
continue for those Veterans.  

For more information on VADIP, visit www.va.gov/healthben-
efits/vadip, or contact Delta Dental at 1-855-370-3303 or MetLife 
at 1-888-310-1681.

Veterans who are not enrolled in the VA health care system can 
apply at any time by visiting www.va.gov/healthbenefits/enroll, 
calling 1-877-222-VETS (8387) or visiting their local VA health 
care facility.

VA Offers Dental Insurance Program

http://www.deltadentalvadip.org
http://www.metlife.com/vadip
http://www.metlife.com/vadip
http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vadip
http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vadip
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