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Documentary about Puerto Rican Soldiers to be Screened at Perth Amboy
in Celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month
PERTH AMBOY, N.J. – The Puerto Rican Association for
Human Development Inc. (PRAHD) in celebration of National
Hispanic Heritage Month is hosting a special screening of the documentary film “The Borinqueneers” followed by a discussion with
the producer and veterans from the 65th Infantry Regiment.
The screening will take place Saturday, Oct. 5, at 2 p.m., at
Perth Amboy High School,
300 Eagle Avenue, Perth
Amboy. The event is free
of charge but you must call
to make reservations due to
limited seating.
The hour-long documentary chronicles the history of
the 65th Infantry Regiment,
the only all-Hispanic unit
in the history of the U.S.
Army. The Regiment was
nicknamed “The Borinqueneers,” a term derived from
the Taino Indian word for
Puerto Rico meaning “land
of the brave lord.”
Narrated by Hector Elizondo, the award-winning
film relies on interviews with
the Regiment’s veterans and
rare archival footage to trace
the unique experience of the
65th, culminating in the Korean War and the dramatic
events that would threaten
its very existence.
Following the screening,
a panel discussion with director and producer Noemi
Figueroa Soulet; retired U.S.
Army Col. Gilberto Villahermosa, a military historian; and 65th Infantry Regiment veterans will be moderated by
Steve Adubato Jr., Ph.D., the Emmy Award-winning Anchor, Thir-

teen/WNET (PBS) and Author, “You Are the Brand.” The discussion will be taped for later broadcast. Also on display will be an
archival photo exhibit of the Borinqueneers.
“We are proud to host this important documentary and we are
thrilled that the filmmaker and veterans will be attending to discuss
the role of the Borinqueneers in U.S. history,” said Yvonne Lopez,
the executive director and
chief executive officer of
PRAHD. “This is a great opportunity for everyone, not
just Puerto Ricans, to learn
about their heritage and contributions to America.
Figueroa Soulet spent
nine years researching the
story and locating veterans
of the regiment, some of
whom have since passed
away. In emotional interviews, they describe the experience of fighting together
in vivid detail.
“Puerto Ricans occupy
a very special place in the
history of the U.S. Army,”
Figueroa Soulet said. “As
a former colony and now
a commonwealth, we don’t
have the right to vote in
U.S. elections, and yet we
serve in the military and
we can be drafted. It’s a
paradox, but for many of
the veterans of the 65th,
it became an incentive to
be even more patriotic, to
prove themselves in battle
200 percent.”
For more information,
call 973-345-9837 or email JRAcevedo@Borinqueneers.com or
visit www.borinqueneer.com.

Open invitation to Veterans suffering from TBI
The Brain Injured and Stroke Support Group of St. Lawrence
Rehabilitation Center in Lawrenceville, N.J., would like to invite
all Veterans and their families to join them.
The support group meets the first Wednesday of each month
between 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., at the Center’s cafeteria. Join them for
interesting and pertinent presentations followed by separate small
group sessions to support Brain Injured, Stroke Survivors and their
Caregivers.
Peggy DiTommaso, of the Brain Injury Association of New
Jersey , will be speaking about “Adjusting to Brain Injury” at the

Oct. 2 meeting. DiTommaso will discuss the changes that occur
after brain injury and how you and your family and/or caregiver
can adjust to these changes. In addition, she will address the grieving that survivors experience after a brain injury - a topic not often
dealt with - and how to cope with it. Furthermore, DiTommaso will
present coping strategies that will help you as you move forward.
Why “go it alone” when you can share experiences and receive
the support of others?
Call 609-896-9500, ext.2303 for more information and to receive their monthly letter. They are looking forward to seeing you!
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US Family Health Care, a Tricare Prime option providing a civilian based managed care network, will be holding Question
and Answer sessions to provide information for servicemembers
and families.
Joint Military and Family Assistance Center
1048 US Highway 206, Bordentown
September 26
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
JB-MDL McGuire Library
2603 Tuskegee Airmen Ave, JB-MDL
September 23
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Pemberton Community Library
Brownmills, NJ 08015
September 30
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Mount Laurel Library
100 Walt Whitman Ave, Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
September 20
12 to 4 p.m.
Camden County Veterans Affairs
3 Collier Dr., Lakeland Complex, Blackwood, NJ 08012
September 23 and 30
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Blackwood Armed Forces Reserve Center
***RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY***
390 Woodbury-Turnersville Road, Blackwood, NJ 08012
September 25
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Call 1-800-241-4848 option 3 or visit www.usfhp.net for
more information.

DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Office of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.
The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those
of the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, the National
Guard, Veterans Affairs or the state of New Jersey. Letters may be sent
to: NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box
340, Trenton NJ 08625-0340. e-mail at pao@njdmava.state.nj.us.

Center for U.S. War Veterans’
Oral Histories
The National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey is
the home of the Center for U.S. War Veterans’ Oral History
Project. It is the Center’s mission to collect and preserve the
memories of veterans through recorded oral history interviews.
This initiative hopes to collect the memoirs of living veterans, as well as artifacts, letters, photographs and mementos
from their war experiences. These memories are recorded and
housed at the Militia Museum in Sea Girt, N.J. Future visitors, from school groups to retired veterans, will have the opportunity to access this Oral History collection.
The interviews are recorded on videotape and DVD formats and housed at the museum’s Sea Girt location, where
they are accessible to researchers and scholars. As part of its
program of providing historical information to the public, the
museum is posting summaries of interviews on the following website: http://www.nj.gov/military/museum/oralhistory.
html.
To date, the Center’s collection contains more than 400
interviews of veterans of all branches of service from World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom and other American military campaigns.
The Center for U. S. War Veterans’ Oral History Program
is an official partner of the Library of Congress Veterans’
History Project at Washington, D.C. A record of each interview is filed with that organization. Each interviewed veteran
receives a copy of his or her recording in their choice of VHS
or DVD format for personal use.
To complete the Oral History Project biographical questionnaire form, please click here: http://www.nj.gov/military/
museum/oralhistoryform.html.
For further information on access to this collection, or
to participate in the program, please visit or contact Carol
Fowler at the Museum in Sea Girt at 732-974-5966.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Air Force Staff Sgt. Armando Vasquez - Public Affairs Specialist
Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist
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