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Dedicated to the Officers and Enlisted Men of
the 102nd Cavalry Regiment (Group), 38th and 102nd
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadrons, who through their

Elersonal bravery, distinguished themselves with
onor and Distinction.

_ But most particularly to those Members, who by
their valor and devotion of duty, made the supreme

sacrifice and rest etemally in their special
Valhalla.
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"The Trooper.” Cover drawing by Frederic Remington
used for years on the Cavalry Journal.



Foreword

i After a lapse of over forty years since the 102nd Cavalry
Regiment (Essex Troop) was indu into Federal Service on Janu-_
ary 6, 1941, a sincere effort has been made by the writer to publish
the Operational History of the Regiment.

The period covered includes the twenty months of traini
at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, the intensive training in Engl

and the 102nd Cavalry Groupls combat operations in Europe during
World War 11.

) The material assembled and encompassed in this volume was a
project of Colonel Harold J. Samsel (Ret.) who enlisted In the Regi-
ment at Westfield, New Jersey on January 21, 1937. He commanded In
the later es of the European Carrpallgns_, the 117th Cavalry Re-
connaissance _Squadron (Mecz) and se with the Regiment during the
Post-War National Guard.

During the research in the preparation of writing the Opera-
tionalHistory of the 117th Cav. Ren. Squadron formerly the 2nd
uadron 102nd Cavalry Regiment, the writer uncovered a large amount
of valuable material and documents describing the Regiment®s Combat
operations In Europe.

With the publishing of the Operational History of the 117th
Cavalry Squadron, the writer turmed his attention and efforts in the
preparation and assembling of appropriate material from a number of
sources particularly from those members who served directly with the
E@glment throughout combat operations from Normandy to Czecho-Slova-
1a.

The list of major contributors to this history is led by
James B. Deerin, a former Essex Trooper who trained at Fort Jackson
and married a Columbian girl on January 17+ 1942. As a former Re-
porter, for the Newark News, Jim was engaged by'Essex Troop™ iIn the
late 1950"s to write the World War 1l History of the Regiment. In
this project he was assisted by Bruce Jacobs who collaborated in the
drafting of Elﬁbteen Chapters, many only iIn rough outline. Unfor-_
tunately, the history was never published and these chapters languish-
ed In the files of the writers. However, with the whole-hearted co-
operation of Jim Deerin®s widow who resides in St. Augustine, Flori-
da, she made available many of the chapters appearing in this Publi-
cation.

_ Bruce Jacobs, now a Major General with the National Guard
Bureau in Washington, D.C., also provided a number of the missing
chapters and they have been included.
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There are several articles written by Staff Officers_
of the 102nd Cavalry Group and the attached Squadrons, describing
the day to_day combat operations of these Cavalry Units. Opera-
tional” articles provide h{ﬁgly valuable 1nformation and make Im-
portant contributions to the outstanding combat performances of
the smaller units and individuals and leaders of Troops and Pla-

toons.

_ The publication, '"102nd United States Cavalry (H-Mecz.)
1942"" printed by the Ay Press, was widely distributed to_the
members _of the Regiment at Fort Jackson. Se It contains
the individual pictures of the Officers and Enlisted Men by _
T and also many pictures of important training scenes, It
has n republished in its entirety, as a lasting Pictorial
memento of the Regiment.

_ The_first_chapter outlines the early history of Essex
Troop, 1ts Pride, History and Traditions. Much of this material
was_fumished by Lt. Col. Walter J. Landry, Jr., who was the
Regiments®™ regular army instructor In the late 1950"s.

o The writer has included a number of es from his
military memoirs written in 1975 for his children and grand-
children. These pages describe the training days at Fort
Jackson, our voyage overseas on the S.S. Dempo and our stay In
England until departure of the 2nd Squadron on December 24,
1942 for North Africa.

The 102nd Cavalry Group which_included the 102nd and
38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadrons Distinguish themselves on
the Battlefields of Normandy, France, Belgium, Germany and Czecho-
ﬁg?v?lﬂa through five hard fought campaigns In Europe during World

_This history is the story of a brave and gallant grou
of dedicated soldiers who, as members of the New Jersey Nationa
Guard, forgave their civilian pursuits and families and were In-
ducted into Federal Service on January 6, 1%41.

i The Regiment trained at Fort Jackson, S.C. before de-
parting overseas on September 26, 1942from New York Harbor. In-
tensive training continued in England right up to iInvasion of
Normandy on June 6, 1944.

With the 38th Cav. Sguadron replacing the 2nd Squadron

the now_designated 102nd Cavalry Group engaged in hard fought
corbat In the St. Lo area. Breaking out of the Beachead, the
Allied Forces drove relentlessly across France, Units of the
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group had the distinction of being the first AlliedTroops to en-
ter Paris on August 24-25 1944.

_ Continuing the pursuit of the enemy iInto Belgium who were
now resisting more determinantly the 102nd Cavalry Group spear-head-
ed the V Corp. Crossing the Ruhr and Rhine Rivers into Ge _the
long hard road to glory was written in theblood of over 150 Officers
and enlisted men of the group who made thesupreme sacrifice iIn a
cause they believed just.

On April 27, 1945 Troop 'B' of the 58th Squadron escorted
the C.G. of V Corp and the staff of the 102nd Cavalry Group across
the Elbe River to meet with the Russian 34 Corps at Torgau.

On May 7, 1945 Units of the 102nd were at Grafermohr,
Germany and Pilsen, Czecho-Slavakia and the long hard road from Fort
JacksonI S ,e;agd England to V-E Day in Europe came a fateful and
glorius ]

Fide Et Fortitudine

Harold J. Samnsel
Colonel, Cavalry (Ret)

Short Hills, N.J.
May 25, 1983
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Chapter 1

102nd Cavalry Regiment
""Essex Troop'

Our History, Pride and Traditions



Essex Troop
of Cavalry



Part 1. Early History of the Regiment

The early History of the 102nd Cavalry Regiment "Essex
Troop'" was published In the Jourmal of the Company of Military His-
torians iIn the Spring Edition of 1973.

The article is_a brief capsule of the early organization
(i)glgwe Troop, and the period of service on the Mexican Border iIn

The Troop was again mustered into Federal Service at Sea

Girt, N.J., on July 28, 1917 and saw service iIn France with the 29th
Division.

On August 17, 1921 the Troop now a full Regiment of Horse
Cavalry was designated the 102nd Cavalry Regiment of the New Jersey
National Guard.

i For the third time In its History, the Regiment was cal-
led Into Federal Service on January 6, 1941 at the Newark, West
Orange and Westfield Armories.

Shortly thereafter the Regiment entrained for Fort Jack-
son, South Carolina where 1t _engaged In extensive training until
September 1942 when the outfit embarked on the S.S. Dempo iIn the
New York Harbor for overseas duty in England.




1Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of California, San Fran-
cisco, i888. vol. VI, p. 747.

2lbid.

3Hubert Howe Bancroft, Popular Tribunals, San Francisco,
1887, vol. Il, p. 93.
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41bid., pp. 88-89, 375, 385, 390-391.

iIbid., p. 531; Daily Alta California, 19 Aug. 1856.
6Daily Alta California, 19 Aug. 1856.

7lbid.

102d CAVALRY REGIMENT ("THE ESSEX TROOP,” 1st CAVALRY
REGIMENT, NEW JERSEY NATIONAL GUARD), 1921-1922

Plato No. 384

This trooper, with his superb horseman’s seat, well
delineates the pride of all United States cavalrymen—
whether Regulars, National Guardsmen, or Reservists—
who once rode with that arm of the service. It also
illustrates the late Company Fellow Harry C. Larter’s
mastery of drawing mounted men, and commemorates
the beginning of his military career.1

The 102d Cavalry Regiment began in 1890 as the
“Essex Troop of Light Cavalry.” It was increased to.a
squadron in 1913. In 1919, during its post-World War |
reorganization as the 1st Squadron of Cavalry (“The
Essex Troop”), New Jersey National Guard, Harry C.
Larter enlisted in troop B.3 Two years later (March
1921), this squadron was expanded into a full regiment,
with the official federal designation of the 102d Cavalry
Regiment. (During the ensuing period of reorganization
and recruitment, it was given the temporaiy title, “ 1st
Cavalry Regiment, New Jersey National Guard,” but all
personnel knew that it was to be the 102d and
considered it as such.3) Harry Larter entered the United”"
States Military Academy from the Regiment on 1 July
1921, a month before the redesignation became official.
He therefore probably never rode under a 102d guidon,
and we cannot say that he ever appeared exactly as
shown here. But his sketch obviously embodies proud
memories, and we dedicate this plate to him as a
too-long-delayed tribute.

When World War | ended, the Army Quartermaster
Corps had huge stocks of weapons, equipage, and
uniforms available for issue to the National Guard. There
was also a large reservoir of riding and draft animals for
assignment to mounted units. The sergeant in our print
wears a winter uniform of shirt, blouse, and breeches of
O.D. (olive drab) wool.4 His chevrons, not clearly
visible, are O.D. stripes sewed onto a lighter colored
ground, worn on both sleeves. The shirt had two breast
pockets and was made with a vent opening downward
from the collar, and closed with three bone buttons.
Because of this construction, shirts were pulled on and

off over the head. Blouses were form-fitting, single-
breasted, with a standing collar that hooked together at
neck, patch pockets placed two above and two below
the waist, and two shoulder straps, all of which fastened
with small bronze buttons. All metal buttons were
embossed with the U.S. eagle. Bronze discs, 1" in
diameter, were worn on the blouse collar; that on the
right side was marked “U.S.” in block letters, with
smaller letters “N.G.” superimposed. The opposite disc
bore the cavalry’s crossed sabers with unit identification.
Breeches were pegged, laced below the knee for snug fit
at the calf, and reinforced at thigh and seat.

For rainy weather, troopers were issued either a
sage-green, coated-fabric slicker, made with an inverted
rear pleat to cover the saddle cantle when mounted, or a
poncho of the same color. A campaign hat of O.D. felt,
creased in a Montana peak, was held in place by a chin
strap of brown leather and decorated with the yellow
Cavalry hat cord. The laced canvas leggings were
reinforced with brown leather; usually the troop saddlers
re-tailored them for smart individual fit. Spurs were of
nickel-plated steel, straight-shanked and without
rowels.1 Gloves were wrist-length, of natural doeskin.
Since only hobnailed field shoes were issued, all troopers
bought brown-leather dress shoes. Many also purchased
custom-made uniforms of better quality materials.

Summer uniforms were of washable cotton khaki.
These, and the canvas portions of the leggings, were
repeatedly laundered and scrubbed to obtain the much-
desired faded appearance of those worn by Regular
cavalrymen. Summer cotton shirts were made in con-
ventional fashion, buttoned completely down the front.
To facilitate laundering, the cotton blouse was issued
without fixed buttons. The necessary bronze buttons, of
both sizes, had an eye soldered to their back. This eye,
inserted through eyelet holes in the blouse, was held in
place with a small cotter pin.

The russet leather horse equipment consisted of the
M-1904 McClellan saddle with hooded stirrups; a
double-size O.D. wool saddle blanket; a pair of M-1904
saddle bags; the M-1909 halter with halter shank; and
the M-1909 bridle headstall with the M-1904 bridoon
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(snaffle) and M-1912 (curb) bits and reins. During
1920-1922, the regiment used only the snaffle, many
officers believing that the average mount handled more
quietly and easily without the curb bit. In 1921 the
regiment adopted colorful chrome-yellow brow bands
and distinctive rosettes (see cut) for their bridles. Horses
were mostly browns or bays, between 15 and 16 hands,
and averaging 1,100 pounds weight.6

Weapons were the standard U.S. Springfield rifle,
M-1903, cal. .30; the M-1911 Colt semi-automatic pistol,
cal. .45; and the light, curved M-1860 cavalry saber with
blued steel scabbard. The latter was replaced in 1921 by
the unpopular, straight-bladed M-1913 Patton saber with
an awkward checkered grip, heavy felued-steel guard, and
scabbard of wood covered with khaki webbing.7 The
saber was carried as shown in the plate. Pistol lanyards
and sword knots often were not used during early
training, but always utilized thereafter.

Other equipment included a russet leather M-1903
rifle scabbard with slings which hooked to rings on the
near side (left) of saddle; the M-1910 aluminum canteen
nested in an aluminum drinking cup, both enclosed in a
removable khaki cover with suspension strap for saddle
stowage; a khaki webbed cartridge belt, M-1918, with
suspenders. The cartridge belt had a pouch on the left
front for two extra pistol magazines, and nine pockets
which each held two 5-round clips of rifle cartridges. An
M-1912 pistol holster attached to the right front of this
belt was tied down to the rider’s thigh with a rawhide
thong. Each man also had two wool O.D. sleeping
blankets, a canvas shelter half, mess gear, horse feed bag,
and cotton grain sack. When road marches or field

exercises were ordered, the blankets and extra clothing
were compactly rolled inside the shelter half and
strapped behind the saddle. Beneath this pack the saddle
bags were hung from a brass stud on the cantle. The
near-side bag held the trooper’s meat can, condiment
can, rations, and knife, fork, and spoon; the off-side
(right) bag contained a curry comb, brush, two fitted
horseshoes, and nails for the same. The filled grain sack
and feed bag were rolled inside (apparently 102d SOP)
or on top (regulation) of the slicker on the pommel of
the saddle.

Officers’ uniforms were of the same design as the
enlisted men’s. Their blouses usually were of O.D. serge,
and their breeches of light-colored Bedford cord, with
buckskin reinforcing. “Sam Browne” belts and boots
were brown or cordovan; hat cords mixed gold and black
silk. All officers’ chargers were equipped with both curb
and snaffle bits. Saddles were a matter of personal
preference, including English, Whitman, and “French
Field” types.

The 102d was the first National Guard Cavalry
regiment to complete its coat of arms. As originally
approved (26 July 1922), this contained a wreath of


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































