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Jack Schrier, Chair 
New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council 
100 North Road 
Chester, New Jersey  
 
        September 21, 2010 
 
Dear Jack: 
 
 My congratulations to you and the Council for the vote you have 
scheduled this week to certify Byram Township as being in conformance with 
the Highlands Regional Master Plan. It is a significant endorsement of the 
vision behind the Highlands Act that a municipality has chosen to use the 
Regional Plan to protect and plan for both its Planning Area and its 
Preservation Area, and, moreover, that the Council is working with Byram to 
designate a center where economic development with appropriate 
environmental protections will result. 
 Coupled with recent action by the Council and the Highlands 
Development Credit Bank to purchase development credits from several 
landowners, it is clear that the implementation phase of the Council’s work is 
underway and off to an impressive start.  

It is gratifying to see the years of work by the Council, its staff, and the 
public who provided so much useful input bearing fruit and providing tangible 
contributions to the long-term sustainability of this large and critical area of 
New Jersey. 

Again, congratulations on this major accomplishment and milestone. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
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September 23, 2010 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Eileen Swan 
Executive Director 
New Jersey Highlands Council 
100 North Road 
Chester, NJ 07930 
 
Dear Ms. Swan, 
 
I am writing to commend the Highlands Council and its staff on the milestone you 
face today: review of the first Plan Conformance petition by a Highlands commu-
nity. 
 
As you know, New Jersey Future has long been involved in promoting regional 
planning in the New Jersey Highlands as a means to protect the region’s water sup-
ply.  We supported the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act based on the 
recognition that sustainable development and preservation could be better facili-
tated through a regional planning body than through the uncoordinated actions of 
individual planning boards.  New Jersey Future was also pleased to support adop-
tion of the Highlands Regional Master Plan as the Council’s first major accomplish-
ment.   
 
Byram Township’s petition for Plan conformance, the first petition by a Highlands 
community, represents an important next step in realizing the Regional Master 
Plan’s implementation at the local level.  Although we have not conducted a de-
tailed review of the petition, we are pleased to note that Byram Township proposes 
new opportunities for economic development and smart growth along with protec-
tion of natural resources.  On behalf of New Jersey Future, I commend the Council 
and its staff in advancing to this stage.  I trust you will share this letter with each 
member of the Council. 
 
With best regards, 

 
 
 
 

 
Peter Kasabach 
Executive Director 
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