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We have learned that you are a victim of a crime. The Victim Witness Unit at the Camden County
Prosecutor’s Office provides assistance to victims to help lessen the loss and any inconveniences as a result
of being victimized.

The Victim Witness Unit can help you apply for reimbursement of medical expenses and/or loss of
earnings through the New Jersey Victims of Crime Compensation Office. If you feel that you are in need of
immediate support or counseling services, please contact Services Empowering Rights of Victims (SERV) for
free and confidential services on their 24-hour bilingual helpline at (866) 295-7378.

Enclosed, please find information on resources available to you. For statewide information on
additional resources, you can visit https:/njcasa.org/our-work/resources/.

If you would like further information, or have any questions, please feel free to contact the Victim
Witness Unit at (856) 225-8440.

Hemos aprendido que usted ha sido victima de un crimen. La Unidad de Testigos de Victimas en
oficina del Fiscalia en el Condado de Camden proporciona asistencia a las victimas para ayudar a disminuir
la pérdida y cualquier inconveniente como resultado de ser victimas.

La Unidad de Testigos de Victimas puede ayudarle a solicitar el reembolso de los gastos medicos o
pérdida de ganancias a traves de la Junta de Compensacion para Victimas de Crimenes de Estado de New
Jersey. Si siente que necesita servicios inmediatos de apoyo o asesoramiento, pongase en contacto con
servicios que empoderan los derechos de las victimas (SERV) servicios gratuitos y confidenciales y su linea
de ayuda bilingiie las 24-hora a (866) 295-7378.

Adjunto, encontrara informacién sobre los recursos disponibles para usted. Para obtener informacion
a nivel estatal sobre recursos adicionales, puede visitar https://njcasa.ore/our-work/resources/.

Si desea obtener mds informacion o tiene alguna pregunta, no dude en ponerse en contacto con la
unidad Consejera de Victimas a (856) 225-8440.

Sincerely/Atentamente,

Tt Whitonarn
Kathi Whitman
Victim Witness Coordinator/Coordinador de Victimas y Testigos



N.J. Stat. Ann. § 52:4B-60.1 et seq.

In New Jersey, victims of sexual violence are afforded the following rights:

(1)

2)

3)

(4)

5)

To have any allegation of sexual assault treated
seriously; to be treated with dignity and compassion;
and to be notified of existing medical, counseling,
mental health, or other services available for victims
of sexual assault, whether or not the crime is reported
to law enforcement;

To be free, to the extent consistent with the New
Jersey or United States Constitution, from any
suggestion that victims are responsible for the
commission of crimes against them or any suggestion
that victims were contributorily negligent or assumed
the risk of being assaulted;

To be free from any suggestion that victims are to report
the crimes to be assured of any other guaranteed right
and that victims should refrain from reporting crimes in
order to avoid unwanted personal publicity;

When applicable, to no-cost access to the services of a
sexual assault response team comprised of: a certified
forensic nurse examiner, a confidential sexual violence
advocate, and a law enforcement official as provided in
accordance with the Attorney General’s Standards for
Providing Services to Victims of Sexual Assault, and the
choice to opt into or out of any of the team’s services;

To be informed of, and assisted in exercising, the right
to be confidentially or anonymously tested for acquired
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) or infection with
the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or any other
related virus identified as a probable causative agent of
AIDS; and to be informed of, and assisted in exercising,
any rights that may be provided by law to compel and
disclose the results of testing of a sexual assault suspect
for communicable diseases;

DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

(6) To have forensic medical evidence, if collected, retained
for a minimum of five years, and to receive information
about the status of the evidence upon request;

(7) To choose whether to participate in any investigation
of the assault;

(8) To reasonable efforts to provide treatment and
interviews in a language in which the victim is fluent
and the right to be given access to appropriate assistive
devices to accommodate disabilities that the victim
may have, whether temporary or long term;

(9) To information and assistance in accessing specialized
mental health services; protection from further violence;
other appropriate community or governmental services,
including services provided by the Victims of Crime
Compensation Office; and all other assistance available
to crime victims under current law;

(10) To be apprised of the availability and process by
which a court may order the taking of testimony
from a victim via closed circuit television in
accordance with section 1 of PL.1985, ¢.126
(C.2A:84A-32.4); and

(11) To be apprised of the availability and process by which
to seek protections through a temporary or final
protective order under the “Sexual Assault Survivor
Protection Act of 2015,” PL.2015, c.147 (C.2C:14-13
et seq.), if the victim believes that the victim is at risk
for re-victimization or further harm by the perpetrator.




N.J. Stat. Ann.

S 52:4B-60.1 et seq.

En Nueva Jersey a las victimas de violencia sexual se les otorgan los siguientes derechos:

(1)

2

(3)

4

5)

Que toda denuncia de agresién sexual sea tratada
con seriedad; ser tratada/o con dignidad y compasién;
y de ser notificada/o de servicios disponibles ya sean
médicos, de consejeria y asesoramiento, de salud
mental, o de otros tipos disponibles para las victimas
de agresion sexual ya sea que se haya reportada el
delito a las agencias del orden publico o no.

De estar libres, en la medida compatible con la
Constitucién de Nueva Jersey o de Los Estados
Unidos, de cualquier inferencia que las victimas
son las responsables por los delitos que se cometen
en su contra o de alguna inferencia que las victimas
contribuyeron al delito por su negligencia o que
asumido el riesgo de ser agredidas/os.

De estar libres de cualquier inferencia que las
victimas deben reportar los delitos para que se les
asegure algin otro derecho garantizado y que las
victimas deben evitar reportar los delitos para evitar
publicidad personal no deseada.

Cuando aplique, al acceso sin costo a los servicios de un
equipo de respuesta a la agresion sexual comprendido por
una enfermera examinadora forense certificada, un asesor
confidencial de violencia sexual, y un oficial del orden
publico como lo indican los Estdndares de la Oficina del
Fiscal General para proveer servicios a las Victimas de
Agresion Sexual, y de tener la opcién de participar o no

con los servicios que provee el equipo y que usted escoja.

De que se le informe y que se le ayude a ejercer su
derecho a obtener pruebas confidenciales para detectar
el Sindrome de Inmunodeficiencia Adquirida (SIDA)
o la infeccién con el Virus de Inmunodeficiencia
Humana (VIH) o de cualquier otro virus relacionado e
identificado como probable agente causante del SIDA;
y de permanecer informada/o y recibir asistencia al
ejercer cualquier derecho que le otorgue la ley para
requerir y divulgar los resultados de pruebas que se le
hayan hecho a un sospechoso de agresion sexual para
detectar enfermedades transmisibles;

DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

(6)

@)

®)

©)

Que se guarden los resultados de las pruebas médicas
forenses, si es que se han colectado, por un minimo
de cinco anos, y de recibir informacién sobre la

condicién/estatus de las evidencias cuando la solicite.

Decidir si participar o no en la investigacién
de la agresién.

Que se hagan esfuerzos razonables para proveer
tratamiento y entrevistas en el idioma en el que la
victima hable con fluidez y dar acceso a dispositivos
de asistencia adecuados en relacién a cualquier
incapacidad que pueda tener la victima ya sea
temporal o a largo plazo;

A tener informacién y ayuda para poder tener
acceso a servicios especializados de salud mental;

a proteccion contra nuevos actos de violencia; a
otros servicios apropiados ya sean comunitarios o
gubernamentales, incluyendo los servicios proveidos
por la Oficina de Compensacién para Victimas del
Crimen; y toda otra ayuda disponible a victimas de
delitos conforme a las leyes vigentes.

(10) De ser informada/o de la disponibilidad y el proceso

por el cual un tribunal puede ordenar testimonio de
una victima a través de circuito cerrado de televisiéon
conforme a la seccién 1 de PL. 1985, c.126
(C.2A:84A-32.4); y

(11) De ser informada/o sobre la disponibilidad y el

proceso para solicitar proteccién mediante una
orden de alejamiento temporal o permanente
conforme a “la Ley de proteccién a sobrevivientes
de agresiones sexuales del 2015,” PL.2015, c.147
(C.2C:14-13 et seq.), si la victima cree que corre el
riesgo de ser victima de nuevo o de dafo adicional
por parte del autor.




CRIME VICTIMS’ Bill of Rights

* To be treated with dignity and compassion by the criminal
justice system.

* To be informed about the criminal justice process.

* To be present at any judicial proceeding involving a crime or
any juvenile proceeding involving a criminal offense except
as otherwise provided by Article |, paragraph 22 of the

NJ Constitution.

* To be free from intimidation, harassment or abuse by any
person, including the defendant or any other person acting in
support of the defendant, due to the involvement of the victim
or witness in the criminal justice process.

* To have inconveniences associated with participation in the
criminal justice process minimized to the fullest extent possible.

* To be notified in a timely manner, if practicable, if presence in
court is not needed.

* To be informed about available remedies, financial assistance
and social services.

* To be compensated for loss sustained by the victim
whenever possible.

* To be provided a secure, but not necessarily separate, waiting
area during court proceedings.

* To be advised of case progress and final disposition and to
confer with a prosecutor’s representative so that the victim
may be kept adequately informed.

* To the prompt return of property when no longer needed
as evidence.

* To submit a written statement, within a reasonable amount
of time, about the impact of the crime to a representative of
the prosecuting agency.

* To make, prior to sentencing, an in-person statement directly
to the sentencing court concerning the impact of the crime.

* To have the opportunity to consult with the prosecuting
authority prior to the conclusion of any plea negotiations.

To be notified of any release or escape of the defendant

* To appear in any court before which a proceeding implicating
the rights of the of the victim is being held and have standing

to file a motion or present an argument on a motion filed to
enforce any right conferred by the NJ Crime Victims Bill of Rights
or by Article |, paragraph 22 of the NJ Constitution, and to
receive an adjudicative decision by the court on such motion.

Carta de derechos de las
VICTIMAS DEL CRIMEN

*

*

*

Ser tratadas con dignidad y compasién por el sistema de
justicia penal.

Recibir informacidn sobre el proceso de justicia penal.

Estar presentes en cualquier procedimiento judicial que implique
un crimen o cualquier procedimiento juvenil que implique un delito
penal, salvo que se establezca de otro modo en el Articulo |, pamafo
22 de la Constitucion de Nueva Jersey.

No sufrir intimidacién, acoso o maltrato por parte de ninguna
persona, incluyendo al acusado o a cualquier otra persona que actue
apoyando al acusado, por el involucramiento de la victima o testigo
en el proceso de justicia penal.

+ Hacer que se minimicen los inconvenientes asociados con la

participacion en el proceso de justicia penal en la maxima
medida posible.

Recibir notificacion oportuna, de ser posible, si no se requiere su
presencia en tribunales.

Recibir informacion de los remedios, asistencia financiera y servicios
sociales disponibles.

Recibirindemnizacién por la pérdida sufrida por la victima siempre
que sea posible.

Tener un area de espera sequra, pero no necesariamente aparte,
durante los procesos judiciales.

Recibir informacion del progreso y fallo definitivo del caso y consultar

con el representante del fiscal para que la victima pueda mantenerse
debidamente informada.

A la devolucion oportuna de la propiedad cuando ya no se necesite
como evidendia.

Presentarle a un representante del organismo de procesos penales
una declaracién escrita sobre el impacto del crimen dentro de un
periodo de tiempo razonable.

Antes de la sentencia hacer una declaracion en persona directamente
ante el tribunal que dictara sentencia sobre el impacto del crimen.

Tener la oportunidad de consultar con la autoridad fiscal antes de
que concluyan las negociaciones de la sentencia.

Recibir notificacion de la liberacion o fuga del acusado.

Comparecer ante cualquier tribunal en el que se esté llevando a cabo
un proceso que implique los derechos de la victima y tener derecho a
presentar una mocian o un argumento sobre una modon introducida
para hacer cumplir los derechos conferidos por la Carta de Derechos
de las Victimas del Crimen de Nueva Jersey o por el Articulo |,
parafa 22 de la Constitucion de Nueva Jersey y recibir una decision
de adjudicacion del tribunal respecto de dicha mocion.



The Criminal Case Process
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What is Sexual Assault?

Sexual violence can be a severe
physical, emotional and sometimes life-
threatening trauma. It encompasses a
wide range of unwanted sexual activities
and can happen to anyone regardless
of age, racial or cultural background,
gender identity/expression, sexual
orientation or socioeconomic status.

It is not unusual to have a wide range
of feelings afterwards, including anger,
anxiety and depression and distrust. If
you were a victim of a sexual assault,
you might feel numb. You may have
flashbacks, fear for your personal safety
and experience changes in eating and
sleeping. You may also experience
memory problems and be unable to
remember some, or all, of the assault.
You may be unable to concentrate, or
you may feel irritable. It may be difficult
to complete routine chores. You might
not trust people as you once did, even
those closest to you.

It is important to remember that these
reactions are common responses
to your trauma. For most victims,
these symptoms decrease over time.
Eventually, you will be able to get back
into a more normal routine, although
you may occasionally have setbacks. It
is also important to know that help is
available.

What to Expect if Reported

The choice to speak with others about
the crime, including law enforcement,
is up to the victim. If you do choose to
report the sexual assault, this is what to
expect:

e Law Enforcement Officer will
conduct an interview with you;

* You may be asked to submit to a
Forensic Sexual Assault Examination;

e Law Enforcement may attempt to
interview the suspect;

e Suspect may or may not give a
statement;

¢ Law Enforcement will investigate.

Sometimes it is hard to decide whether
or not you want to talk about the
assault. A counselor, whose services
are confidential, can help you weigh
your options in making this decision.
Your needs and desires are extremely
important. With your cooperation,
authorities may be able to apprehend
and prosecute the perpetrator.

Additional Protections

NICOLE’S LAW

If charges are authorized, a victim of
sexual assault can request a Sex Offense
Restraining Order (SORO) pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 2C:14-12, NJ.S.A. 2C:44-8, also
known as Nicole’s Law. Under this law,
defendants charged or convicted of
sexual offenses can be prohibited from
having any contact with the victim.

SASPA

If charges are declined, a victim
may still have the ability to obtain a
protective order under the “Sexual
Assault Survivor Protection Act of 2015”
(SASPA). You may obtain an order
and get more information regarding a
SASPA by contacting Camden County
Hall of Justice — Family Division at
(856) 379-2204.
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¢Qué es el asalto sexual?

La violencia sexual puede ser un
trauma fisico, emocional y a veces
mortal. Abarca una amplia gama de
actividades sexuales no deseadas vy
puede ocurrirle a cualquier persona
independientemente de su edad, origen
racial o cultural, identidad/expresion
de género, orientacion sexual o estatus
socioeconomico.

No es inusual tener una amplia
gama de sentimientos  después,
incluyendo ira, ansiedad, depresion y
desconfianza. Si usted fue victima de
una agresion sexual, es posible que se
sienta entumecida. Usted puede tener
recuerdos, miedo por su seguridad
personal y experimentar cambios en
la alimentaciéon y el sueno. También
puede experimentar problemas de
memoria y ser incapaz de recordar
parte o la totalidad de la agresion. Es
posible que no pueda concentrarse
o que se sienta irritable. Puede ser
dificil completar las tareas de rutina.
Puede que no confies en la gente como
lo hiciste antes, incluso en los mas
cercanos a ti.

Es importante recordar que estas
reacciones son respuestas comunes
a su trauma. Para la mayoria de las
victimas, estos sintomas disminuyen
con el tiempo. Eventualmente, usted
podra volver a una rutina mas normal,
aunque ocasionalmente puede tener
contratiempos. También es importante
saber que hay ayuda disponible.

Qué esperar si se informa

La decision de hablar con otros sobre
el crimen, incluyendo la aplicaciéon de
la ley, depende de la victima. Si decide
reportar la agresion sexual, esto es lo
que puede esperar:

* El Oficial de Ejecucion de la Ley
llevara a cabo una entrevista con
usted;

* Es posible que se le pida que se
someta a un examen forense de
agresion sexual;

® La policia puede intentar entrevistar
al sospechoso;

* El sospechoso puede o no dar una
declaracion;

* La policia investigara.

A veces es dificil decidir si desea o no
hablar sobre la agresién. Un consejero,
cuyos servicios son confidenciales,
puede ayudarle a sopesar sus opciones
al tomar esta decision. Sus necesidades
y deseos son  extremadamente
importantes. Con su cooperacion, las
autoridades pueden ser capaces de
aprehender y procesar al perpetrador.

Protecciones adicionales

LEY DE NICOLE

Si los cargos son autorizados, una
victima de asalto sexual puede
requerir una Orden de Restricciéon de
Ofensas Sexuales (SORO) de acuerdo
con N.J.S.A. 2C:14-12, NJ.S.A. 2C:44-
8, también conocida como la Ley de
Nicole. Bajo esta ley, los acusados
acusados o condenados por delitos
sexuales pueden tener prohibido
cualquier contacto con la victima.

SASPA

Si se rechazan cargos, una victima
todavia puede tener la capacidad de
obtener una orden de proteccién
bajo la “ley de proteccién contra
sobrevivientes de asalto sexual de 2015”
(SASPA). Puede obtener un pedido
y obtener mas informacién sobre un
SASPA poniéndose en contacto con
el salon de Justicia del Condado de
Camden — division familiar al (856)
379-2204.



benefits

Mental health counseling

Medical services

Loss of earnings

Loss of financial support

Funeral costs

Transportation

Crime scene cleanup

Relocation services

Domestic help/child care services
Victims’ rights attorney fees

Attorney fees for representing
victims in VCCO claims

Rehabilitative services
Home and vehicle modifications

VICTIMS OF CRIME
COMPENSATION OFFICE

beneficios

*Asesoria de Salud Mental
*Servicios Médicos
*Pérdida de Ingresos
*Pérdida de apoyo econémico
* Gastos de Funeral
*Transporte
> Limpieza del lugar del Crimen
»Servicios de Reubicacién
*Ayuda Domésu'ca/Servicios
de Cuidado Infantj]
*Honorarios de Abogado
de Derechos de Victimas
*Honorarios de Abogados para
representar a las victimas en
demandas de VCCO

Les S catastroficas
»Servicios de Rehabilitacion
*Modificaciones a hogares

y vehiculos

OFICINA DE CompENsacion (-
PARA ViCTIMAS DEL CRIMEN \

www.njvictims.org
TOLL FREE
877-658-2221

PHONE

973-648-2107
973-648-3937

www.njvictims.org
LLAMADA GRATUITA
877-658-2221

TELEFONO

973-648-2107

FAX
973-648-3937



FACT SHEET

The Sexual Assault Victim’s Bill of Rights was enacted in 2019 to outline basic protections
and fundamental rights for survivors. As a survivor of sexual violence, the time immediately

following an assault can seem confusing and overwhelming. Next steps in the aftermath of an
assault should be led by the survivor.

No matter what a survivor chooses to do in the aftermath of an assault, they should know their rights
are guaranteed, even if the assault is not reported to law enforcement. The Sexual Assault Victim's Bill of
Rights declares all survivors of sexual violence have the right to be treated with dignity and compassion and the
right to be free from blame. The Bill of Rights also affirms that the survivor should be free from any suggestion
that they contributed to the risk of being assaulted. Sexual violence is never the fault of the survivor.

SURVIVORS HAVE THE RIGHT TO:

Choose whether to report to law enforcement.
Be free from any suggestion that they must report
the crime to have their rights guaranteed.

Be free from any suggestion that victims should
refrain from reporting crimes in order to avoid
unwanted personal publicity.

Have their report of sexual assault treated seriously.

SURVIVORS HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED OF AND ACCESS:

Existing medical, counseling, mental health,
or other services available for victims of sexual
assault, whether or not the crime is reported to
law enforcement.

Treatment and interviews provided in a language
in which the victim is fluent.

Assistive devices to accommodate disabilities that
the victim may have.

Testing for HIV or any other sexually transmitted
infections and assistance with compelling and
disclosing the results of testing for a communicable
disease from the person who caused harm.

CONTINUED...



SURVIVORS HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED OF AND ACCESS:

« Evidence collection and preservation. Evidence  *
collection is time sensitive and should occur within
five days of the assault. Survivors can choose to
have evidence collected whether or not they pursue
a criminal case. All forensic evidence is retained for
a minimum of five years. If the survivor chooses to
report to police, either at the time of collection or
later, they can request information on the status
of the evidence.

* Financial compensation. The Victims of Crime
Compensation Office (VCCO) offers assistance with
accessing compensation for expenses that occurred
as a result of an assault, including the cost of mental
health counseling, medical bills, relocation, and loss
of earnings. Survivors can reach the VCCO at (877)
658-2221 or www.NJVictims.org.

« Acivil protective order. Under the Sexual Assault
Survivor Protection Act of 2015, survivors can seek
a civil protective order against the person who
caused them harm if there is risk of further harm.

The no-cost services of a Sexual Assault Response
Team (SART), if the survivor is over the age of
13. A SART is comprised of a Confidential Sexual
Violence Advocate (CSVA), a Law Enforcement
Officer (LEO), and a Forensic Nurse Examiner (FNE).

- The CSVA is a confidential resource who can
support the survivor through the SART process.
The CSVA provides emotional support and can
help the survivor explore their rights, options,
and available resources.

*The LEO can provide thorough and objective
assistance in responding to and conducting a
criminal investigation of sexual assault.

« If the assault occurred within the last five days,
the FNE can tend to the medical needs of the
survivor and perform a Sexual Assault Forensic
Exam (SAFE) Kit to collect forensic evidence. The
survivor can choose to work with one, two,
or all three of the SART members.

The support of a Confidential Sexual Violence Advocate is always available, 24 hours
a day. To learn more about survivors' rights and options or to speak with an advocate,

contact your local sexual violence service provider.

If you are in immediate danger, call 911.

New Jersey Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Www.njcasa.org
24-hour Statewide Hotline:
(800) 601-7200
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The New Jersey Coalition Against Sexual Assault (NJCASA) is the statewide
organization representing 21 county-based rape crisis centers and Rutgers
University's Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance. NJCASA
elevates the voice of survivors and service providers through advocacy,
training, and support for efforts to create safer communities for all people.
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