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Badkground Checks of Emergent Care Givers

I ntroduction

Unfortunatdy, there are children within the State of New Jersey whom the Divison of Y outh and
Family Sarvices must remove from their homes due to abuse and/or neglect. The Divison of Y outh and
Family Sarvices prefersto place such children with rddives rather than in fogter care. Exiging Sate and
federd regulaions that govern the use of the New Jersey Computerized Crimind Hidory/Interdtete
I dentification Index (“CCH/III™) background checks do nat permit look-ups of emergent care givers as
this is condgdered a non-crimind judtice purpose pursuant to NL.J.A.C. 13:59-1, et seg. However, the
Dividon of Crimind Judtice, the New Jersey State Police and the Divison of Y outh and Family Sarvices
recognize that conducting background checks of emergent care giversis an important sep in protecting
those children who are being removed from ther homes due to abuse and/or neglect.
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The Federd Bureau of Identification’s Compact Council, established pursuant to the Nationd
Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact Act of 1998 (“Compact”) to promulgate the rulesand procedures
necessary to regulatethe use of | nterdtate | dentification I ndex has acknowledged thenecessity of permitting
the CCH/111 system to be used to check the criminal backgrounds of care giverswho are sdected to care
for children in exigent circumstances and has adopted rules to permit such background checks to begin
April 1, 2001. It will be necessary for the New Jersey State Police to work in tandem with the Divison
of Youth and Family Savices to teke those seps necessary to implement the Compact Coundl’s
recommendationsfor theuseof aimind higtory record information for theemergency placement of children
in exigent drcumgtances

Utilizing the CCH/II1 System for Emergent Care Giver Background Checks

The New Jarsey State Police shdl be the only law enforcement agency in the Sate authorized to
usethe CCH/III system for this purpase and will implement those procedures necessary to begin using the
CCHI/II sygtem for this purpose. These procedures mugt indude a mechaniam for verification thet the
DY FS employee requesting the background chedk is authorized to request such information.

Upon recaipt of arequest from the Divison of Y outh and Family Servicesto conduct aCCH/II
background check to fadlitate the emergency placement of a child when exigent drcumdances exig, the
New Jarsey State Police Bureau of Identification shal comply. If locd law enforcement agendiesrecaive
requests from the Divison of Y outhand Family Servicesto conduct CCH/III background checksfor this
purpose, they mugt be referred to the New Jerssy State Police Bureau of |dentification for processng
pursuant to this Directive,

Within 5 (five) busness days of recaiving the origind request for a CCH/III background check,
the New Jarsey Siate Police Bureau of Identification shdll recaive from the Divison of Y outh and Family
Savicesthe emergent care giver’ s Sate and federd fingerprint cards plus gppropriate user feesso thet a
pastive identification may be made.

Conclusion

We are hopeful that conducting CCH/III background checks of care givers in emergent
drcumgances will ensure thet children who are being removed from their homes due to abuse and/or
neglect will be placed in a sefe environment.  The callaborative efforts of the New Jarsey State Police
Bureau of Identification and the Divison of Y outh of Family Services in obtaining this information is vitd
to protect those children who are mogt & risk.

Quedtions regarding the use of the CCH/I sysem for this purpose should be directed to the New
Jersey Sate Police Bureau of | dentification at (609) 882-2000, ext. 2318. Questionsregarding the content
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of this Directive should be addressad to the Prosecutors and Police Bureau, Dividon of Crimind Justice,
at (609) 984-2814.

CC: Chief of Saf Debra L. Stone, Divison of Crimind Judtice
Ading Commissoner James W. Smith, Department of Human Sarvices
DAG Chales Grinndl, Acting Chief, Prosacutors and Police Bureau
Assgant Director Raymond Wdlfinger, Intergovernmentd Affairs
Acting Bureau Chief Lt. Louis Krofka, New Jarsey State Police



