
ATTORNEY GENERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT DIRECTIVE No. 2004-4 

Standardization of External Audits of Countv Prosecutor’s Ofice Forfeiture Funds 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Attorney General that all State, County and Municipal law 
enforcement agencies shall administer State and Federally forfeited funds and property in a uniform 
manner, consistent with established State and Federal law, regulations, directives, and standard 
operating procedures; and 

WHEREAS, the Attorney General as the State’s chief law enforcement officer, has authority 
to oversee the Forfeiture operations of the County Prosecutor’s Offices and ensure compliance with 
the forfeiture-related provisions of N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq.; N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et sect.; N.J.S.A. 
2C:21-25 et s q ;  N.J.S.A. 4OA:5-1 et sea.; and, the State of New Jersey Forfeiture Program 
Administration Standard Operating Procedures (SOP’S 1 - 12); and 

WHEREAS, SOP 12 requires County Prosecutors to have aregistered municipal accountant 
(RMA)/certified public accountant (CPA) audit all accounts containing or related to forfeited and 
seized property, on an annual basis; and 

WHEREAS, the Attorney General has surveyed the manner in which the annual W C P A  
audits of County Forfeiture h d s  are conducted and has determined that utilization of a standardized 
format by external auditors would produce more accurate and timely audit results and would allow 
for more efficient and productive oversight of compliance with SOP’S, statutes, regulations, 
guidelines and directives; and 

WHEREAS, this determination was not made in response to any serious existing problem 
or emergent need, but rather was made in consultation with the County Prosecutors Association of 
New Jersey to enhance the administration of State and Federally forfeited funds and property; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PETER C. HARVEY, Attorney General of the State of New Jersey, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and by the Criminal Justice Act of 1970, 
N.J.S.A. 52:17B-97 et seq., do hereby ORDER and DIRECT the following: 

1. The 0ffiee”of Government Integrity shalt establish a “Manual for External Audits of 
County Forfeiture Accounts.” This manual will contain instructions for the County 
Prosecutor, the engaged CPA firm, and the Division of Criminal Justice, to assist all parties 
in complying with applicable statutes, regulations, directives and SOP’S. 

2. Each County Prosecutor shall have all Forfeiture accounts audited on an annual basis by 
an external W C P A .  The engaged f m  shall be provided with a copy of the “Manual for 
External Audits of County Forfeiture Accounts,” and any internal documents necessary to 
complete the audit. The audit shall include the reports and procedures specified in the 
manual. T he m anual w ill a lso i nclude formats, reports, and s chedules which m ust b e 



followed. 

3. In that N.J.S.A. 40A5-4 requires the governing body of each County to have an 
W C P A  audit, on an annual basis, all books, accounts and transactions of County 
government agencies, the Prosecutor’s responsibility for ensuring an annual audit of 
forfeiture-related accounts can be satisfied by the County audit conducted pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4, provided that the County audit o f the Prosecutor’s forfeiture-related 
accounts is conducted, and the audit report is prepared, in conformity with the requirements 
of the “Manual for External Audits of County Forfeiture Accounts.” Otherwise, the County 
Prosecutor shall arrange for an external audit independent of the County audit. 

4. Each County Prosecutor shall be responsible for reviewing findings fi-om the annual 
external audit to ensure compliance with applicable statutes, regulations, directives and 
SOP’S, including this Attorney General Law Enforcement Directive. The Division of 
Criminal Justice will be responsible for conducting follow-up within 120 days of receipt of 
a copy of the audit to ensure all findings have been addressed. 

This directive shall take effect immediately. However, it shall only apply to audits of 
Forfeiture accounts commenced after its effective date. In addition, the manual shall be incorporated 

Jersey Forfeiture Program Administration Standard Operating Procedures 

* A Attest: 
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New Jersey Permanent Statutes 

TITLE 2C THE NEW JERSEY CODE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

2C364-1. Property subject to forfeiture 

2C:64-1. Property Subject to Forfeiture. 

a. 
them: 

Any interest in the following shall be subject to forfeiture and no property right shall exist in 

(1) Controlled dangerous substances, firearms which are unlawfully possessed, carried, acquired or 
used, illegally possessed gambling devices, untaxed cigarettes and untaxed special fuel. These shall be 
designated prima facie contraband. 

(2) All property which has been, or is intended to be, utilized in furtherance of an unlawful activity, 
including, but not limited to, conveyances intended to facilitate the perpetration of illegal acts, or 
buildings or premises maintained for the purpose of committing offenses against the State. 

(3) Property which has become or is intended to become an integral part of illegal activity, including, 
but not limited to, money which is earmarked for use as financing for an illegal gambling enterprise. 

(4) Proceeds of illegal activities, including, but not limited to, property or money obtained as a result 
of the sale of prima facie contraband as defined by subsection a. (1), proceeds of illegal gambling, 
prostitution, bribery and extortion. 

b. Any article subject to forfeiture under this chapter may be seized by the State or any law 
enforcement officer as evidence pending a criminal prosecution pursuant to section 2C:64-4 or, when no 
criminal proceeding is instituted, upon process issued by any court of competent jurisdiction over the 
property, except that seizure without such process may be made when not inconsistent with the 
Constitution of this State or the United States, and when 

(1) The article is prima facie contraband; or, 

- -  - -  (2) The propertpswbject to seizure poses an immediate threat to the public health, safety or welfare. 

c. For the purposes of this section: 
G F  

"Untaxed special fuel" means diesel fuel, No. 2 fuel oil and kerosene on which the motor fuel tax 
imposed pursuant to R.S.54:39-1 et seq. is not paid that is delivered, possessed, sold or transferred in 
this State in a manner not authorized pursuant to R.S.54:39-1 et seq. or P.L.1938, c.163 (C.56:6-1 et 
seq .) . 

Amended 1979,~.344,s. 1 ; 1981 ,c.2907s.46; 1992,c.23,s.70. 

2C:64-2. Forfeiture procedures; prima facie contraband 
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Except as provided in N.J.S. 2C:35-21, prima facie contraband shall be retained by the State until 
entry of judgment or dismissal of the criminal proceeding, if any, arising out of the seizure. Thereafter, 
prima facie contraband shall be forfeited to the entity funding the prosecuting agency involved, subject 
to the rights of owners and others holding interests pursuant to section 2C:64-5. 

Amended by L. 1979, c. 344, s. 2; 1981, c. 290, s. 47; 1987, c. 106, s. 17. 

2C:64-3. Forfeiture procedures 

subject to forfeiture under this chapter, such forfeiture may be enforced by a civil action, instituted 
within 90 days of the seizure and commenced by the State and against the property sought to be 
forfeited. 

2C:64-3. Forfeiture procedures. a. Whenever any property other than prima facie contraband is 

b. The complaint shall be verified on oath or affirmation. It shall describe with reasonable 
particularity the property that is the subject matter of the action and shall contain allegations setting forth 
the reason or reasons the article sought to be or which has been seized is contraband. 

c. Notice of the action shall be given to any person known to have a property interest in the article. 
In addition, the notice requirements of the Rules of Court for an in rem action shall be followed. 

d. The claimant of the property that is the subject of an action under this chapter shall file and serve 
his claim in the form of an answer in accordance with the Rules of Court. The answer shall be verified 
on oath or affirmation, and shall state the interest in the property by virtue of which the claimant 
demands its restitution and the right to defend the action. If the claim is made in behalf of the person 
entitled to possession by an agent, bailee or attorney, it shall state that he is duly authorized to make the 
claim. 

e. If no answer is filed and served within the applicable time, the property seized shall be disposed of 
pursuant to N.J.S.2C:64-6. 

f. If an answer is filed, the Superior or county district court shall set the matter down for a summary 
hearing as soon as practicable. Upon application of the State or claimant, if he be a defendant in a 
criminal proceeding arising out of the seizure, the Superior or county district court may stay proceedings 

-_ - in the forfeiture ac+ioa until the criminal proceedings have been concluded by an entry of final 
judgment. < G  

g. Any person with a property interest in the seized property, other than a defendant who is being 
prosecuted in connection with the seizure of property may secure its release pending the forfeiture action 
unless the article is dangerous to the public health, safety and welfare or the State can demonstrate that 
the property will probably be lost or destroyed if released or employed in subsequent criminal activity. 
Any person with such a property interest other than a defendant who is being prosecuted, prior to the 
release of said property shall post a bond with the court in the amount of the market value of the seized 
item. 

h. The prosecuting agency with approval of the entity finding such agency, or any other entity, with 
the approval of the prosecuting agency, where the other entity's law enforcement agency participated in 
the surveillance, investigation or arrest which is the subject of the forfeiture action, may apply to the 
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Superior Court for an order permitting use of seized property, pending the disposition of the forfeiture 
action provided, however, that such property shall be used solely for law enforcement purposes. 
Approval shall be liberally granted but shall be conditioned upon the filing of a bond in an amount equal 
to the market value of the item seized or a written guarantee of payment for property which may be 
subject to retum,’replacement or compensation as to reasonable value in the event that the forfeiture is 
refused or only partial extinguishment of property rights is ordered by the court. 

i. If the property is of such nature that substantial difficulty may result in preserving its value during 
the pendency of the forfeiture action, the Superior or county district court may appoint a trustee to 
protect the interests of all parties involved in the action. 

j. Evidence of a conviction of a criminal offense in which seized property was either used or 
provided an integral part of the State’s proofs in the prosecution shall be considered in the forfeiture 
proceeding as creating a rebuttable presumption that the property was utilized in furtherance of an 
unlawful activity. 

Amended 1979,c.344,s.3; 1981 ,c.2907s.48; 1989,c.279,s.1. 

2C:64-4. Seized property; evidentiary use 
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I New Jersey Permanent Statutes 

TITLE 2 C  THE NEW JERSEY CODE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE "I 2C:644. Seized property; evidentiarv use 

a. Nothing in this chapter shall impair the right of the State to retain evidence pending a criminal 
prosecution. 

b. The fact that a prosecution involving seized property terminates without a conviction does not 
preclude forfeiture proceedings against the property pursuant to this chapter. 

L.1978, c. 95, s. 2C:64-4, eff. Sept. 1, 1979. Amended by L.1979, c. 344, s. 4, eff. Jan. 23, 1980; 
L.1981, c. 290, s. 49, eff. Sept. 24, 1981. 

2C:64-5. 
Seized Property; Rights of Owners and Others Holding Interests. a. No forfeiture under this chapter 

shall affect the rights of any lessor in the ordinary course of business or any person holding a perfected 
security interest in property subject to seizure unless it shall appear that such person had knowledge of 
or consented to any act or omission upon which the right of forfeiture is based. Such rights are only to 
the extent of interest in the seized property and at the option of the entity funding the prosecuting agency 
involved may be extinguished by appropriate payment. 

Seized property; rights of owners and others holding interests 

b. Property seized under this chapter shall not be subject to forfeiture if the owner of the property 
establishes by a preponderance of the evidence that the owner was not involved in or aware of the 
unlawful activity and that the owner had done all that could reasonably be expected to prevent the 
proscribed use of the property by an agent. A person who uses or possesses property with the consent or 
knowledge of the owner is deemed to be the agent of the owner for purposes of this chapter. 

c. Property seized under this chapter shall not be subject to forfeiture if the property is seized while 
entrusted to a person by the owner or the agent of the owner when the property has been entrusted to the 
person for repairs, restoration or other services to be performed on the property, and that person, without 
the owner's knowledge or consent, uses the property for unlawful purposes. 

L. 1978, c. 95, s. 2C:64-5, eff. Sept. 1, 1979. Amended by L. 1979, c. 344, s. 5, eff. Jan. 23, 1980; L. 
1981, c. 290, s. 50, eff. Sept. 24, 1981; L. 1986, c. 79, s. 1, eff. Aug. 6, 1986. 

2C:64-6. Disposal of forfeited property 

can serve no lawful purpose or it presents a danger Vb the public health, safety or welfare. All other 
forfeited property or any proceeds resulting from the forfeiture and all money seized pursuant to this 
chapter shall become the property of the entity funding the prosecuting agency involved and shall be 
disposed of, distributed, appropriated and used in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

-1 - 2C:64-6. Dispmalaf Forfeited Property. a. Property which has been forfeited shall be destroyed if it 

The prosecutor or the Attorney General, whichever is prosecuting the case, shall divide the forfeited 
property, any proceeds resulting from the forfeiture or any money seized pursuant to this chapter with 
any other entity where the other entity's law enforcement agency participated in the surveillance, 
investigation, arrest or prosecution resulting in the forfeiture, in proportion to the other entity's 
contribution to the surveillance, investigation, arrest or prosecution resulting in the forfeiture, as 
determined in the discretion of the prosecutor or the Attorney General, whichever is prosecuting the 
case. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, such forfeited property and proceeds shall be used 
solely for Iaw enforcement purposes, and shall be designated for the exclusive use of the law 
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enforcement agency which contributed to the surveillance, investigation, arrest or prosecution resulting 
in the forfeiture. 

The Attorney General is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to implement and enforce the 
provisions of this act. 

b. For a period of two years from the date of enactment of P.L. 1993, c.227 (C.26:4-100.13 et al.), 
10% of the proceeds obtained by the Attorney General under the provisions of subsection a. of this 
section shall be deposited into the Hepatitis Inoculation Fund established pursuant to section 2 of 
P.L. 1993, c.227 (C.26:4-100.13). 

c. Beginning two years from the date of enactment of P.L.1993, c.227 (C.26:4-100.13 et al.) and in 
subsequent years, 5% of the proceeds obtained by the Attorney General under the provisions of 
subsection a. of this section shall be deposited into the Hepatitis Inoculation Fund established pursuant 
to section 2 of P.L. 1993, c.227 (C.26:4-100.13). 

Amended 1979,c.344,s.6; 1985,c.llO,s.l; 1986,c.135,s.l; 1993,c.227,s.l. 

2C:64-7. Vesting of title in forfeited property 
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I New Jersey Permanent Statutes -1 
TITLE 2C THE NEW JERSEY CODE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

2C54-7. Vesting of title in forfeited property 1 
Vesting of Title in Forfeited Property. Title to property forfeited under this chapter shall vest in the 

entity funding the prosecuting agency involved at the time the item was utilized illegally, or, in the case 
of proceeds, when received. 

If another entity's law enforcement agency has participated in the surveillance, investigation, arrest or 
prosecution resulting in the forfeiture, then the prosecutor or the Attorney General, whichever is 
prosecuting the case, shall vest title to forfeited property, including motor vehicles, by dividing the 
forfeited property with the other entity in proportion to the other entity's contribution to the surveillance, 
investigation, arrest or prosecution resulting in the forfeiture, as determined in the discretion of the 
prosecutor or the Attorney General. If the property, including motor vehicles, cannot be divided as 
required by this section, then the prosecutor or the Attorney General, whichever is prosecuting the case, 
shall sell the property, including motor vehicles, and the proceeds of the sale shall be divided with the 
other entity in proportion to the other entity's contribution to the surveillance, investigation, arrest or 
prosecution resulting in the forfeiture, as determined in the discretion of the prosecutor or the Attorney 
General. 

L. 1978, c. 95, s. 2C:64-7, eff. Sept. 1,1979. Amended by L. 1979, c. 344, s. 7, eff. Jan. 23,1980; L. 
1985, c. 110, s. 2, eff- April 9, 1985; L. 1986, c. 135, s. 2, eff. Dec. 1, 1986. 

2C:64-8. Seized property; statute of limitations on claims 
Any person who could not with due diligence have discovered that property which he owns was 

seized as contraband may file a claim for its return or the value thereof at the time of seizure within 3 
years of the seizure if he can demonstrate that he did not consent to, and had no knowledge of its 
unlawfil use. If the property has been sold, the claimant receives a claim against proceeds. 

L.1978, c. 95, s. 2C:64-8, eff. Sept. 1,1979. Amended by L.1979, c. 344, s. 8, eff. Jan. 23, 1980. 

2C:64-9. Forfeited weapons with military value; donation to National Guard Militia Museum 

provisions of chapter 64 of Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes may be donated to the National Guard 
Militia Museum of New Jersey at Sea Girt by the law enforcement agency retaining it. 

Any weapon with present or historical military value that has been forfeited pursuant to the 

- -  -- L.1981, c. 112,3.4, eff. April 2, 1981. 
< &  

2C:65-1. Procedure to be followed by law enforcement agencies when stolen property is taken 
into custody 
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ink: Management of Funds and Property Received 
from State and Federal Forfeitures 

Date k o w d  03/0 1 198 I Applicability: AII Forfeiture Program Administrators 

Supersedes: 

1:l Policy Statement 
t 

It is the policy of the Attorney General that all State, county and municipal law 
enforcement agencies shall administer State and Federally forfeited funds and property 
in a uniform manner, consistent with established State and Federal law, regulations, 
directives, guidelines and standard operating procedures. 

1:2 Administration of Funds and Property Resultinq from State Forfeiture Actions 

. Any law enforcement agency that receives funds and property resulting from 
forfeitures brought under the authority of N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 , et seq., (civil forfeiture), 
N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1, et seq. (racketeering) or from actions brought under N.J.S.A. 2C:21-25 
et seq. (financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by the 
Attorney General, shall administer the expenditure of the funds or use of the property in 
accordance with the following laws, directives, guidelines and standard operating 
procedures: 

A. N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1, et seq., Civil Forfeiture; 
- 0  - 

€3. - Attorney General’s Forfeitwe Guidelines - October 1992 and as amended; 

C. 

D. All State of New Jersey Forfeiture Program Administration Standard 

Attorney General’s Executive Directive 1995-3; 

Operating Procedures; 

E. All other applicable federal and State laws and regulations. 



1 :3 Administration of Funds and Property Resultinq from Federal Forfeiture 
Actions 

Any law enforcement agency that receives funds and property resulting from 
forfeitures brought under the authority of the United States government shall administer 
the expenditure of the funds or use of the property in accordance with the following 
guidelines: 

A. A Guide to Equitable Sharinq of Federally Forfeited Property for State and 
Local Law Enforcement Aqencies (March 1994 or current edition); U.S. 
Department of Justice; 

B. Guide to Equitable Sharinq for Foreiqn countries and Federal. State Local 
Law Enforcement Aqencies - (October 1996 or currep' edition); U S  
Department of the Treasury; 

C. All other applicable State and federal laws, regulations, directives, ,- 

guidchnes and standard operating procedures. 

1:4 Separate Accountinq for State and Federal Forfeitures 

Any agency that receives both State and Federal distributions of forfeited funds or 
property shall establish accounts and records for any funds or property received under the 
authority of N.J.S.A- ZC:64-1, et seq., (civil forfeiture), N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1, et seq. 
(racketeering) or from actions brought under N. J.S.A. 2C21-25 et seq. (financial 
facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by the Attorney General, as 
outlined further in these Standard Operating Procedures. A separate account and records 
shall be maintained for any funds or property received from the United States Department 
of Justice as a result of forfeiture actions brought by a Justice Department law enforcement 
agency. A separate account and records shall also be maintained for any funds or 
property received from the United States Department of the Treasury as a result of 
forfeiture actions brought by a Treasury Department law enforcement agency. At no time 
shall the funds from the three sources commingle since the standards on their acquisition 
and use areunique for each. 

15 

< p  

Desiqnated Chief Executive of the Law Enforcement Aqency 

The Chief Executive of a participating law enforcement agency shall be responsible 
for administering funds and property received from either a State or federal forfeiture 
program, including: entering into equitable sharing agreements; filing and signing 
equitable sharing requests and annual certification reports; and, ensuring compliance with 
all applicable federal and state laws, regulations, directives, guidelines or standard 
operating procedures. The following persons shall be designated as the Chief Executive 
of a participating law enforcement agency: 

A. The Attorney General for any Division of the Department of Law and Public 
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Safety and all State law enforcement agencies unless otherwise designated 
in writing by the Attorney General; 

B. The county prosecutor for the State's twenty-one county prosecutor's offices; 

C. The public safety director, or if none exists, the chief of police for all other 
agencies. 

1 :6 Noncompliance 

The Attorney General shall enforce compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, 
directives, guidelines and standard operating procedures. The Director, Division of 
Criminal Justice shall employ personnel to undertake all forfeiture related oversight 
activities and shall act as the enforcement mechanism for the Attorney General- 
Noncompliance by any law enforcement agency may subject that agency to one, or more, 
of the following sanctions: 

t 

A. Being barred, temporarily or permanently, from further participation in the 
sharing program; 

B. Offsets from future sharing in an amount equal to impermissible uses; 

C. Civil enforcement actions; 

D. Where warranted, criminal prosecution for violations of applicable criminal 
laws; or 

E. Any other action deemed appropriate by the Attorney General. 

AUTHORITY: 
PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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rile: Administration of State Forfeiture Program 
Date issued: 03101198 I &pliibility: state 8 County Programs 

2:l Policy Statement: 

It is the policy of the Attorney General that the Ofice of the Attorney General (OAG) 
withir? the Department of Law and Public Safety (DLPS) shall administer proceeds and 
funds received by,any Division or entity of the DLPS, or any other state law enforcement 
agency, as a result of forfeitures brought under the authority of N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1, et seq., 
(civil forfeiture), N. J.S.A. 2C:41-1 , et seq. (racketeering); N. J.S.A. 2C:21-25 et seq. 
(financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by the Attorney 
General. Additionally, the Division of Criminal Justice (DCJ) within the DLPS shall 
administer proceeds and funds received by any such state law enforcement agency as a 
result of seizures subject to forfeiture actions under the above referenced statutory 
authority. The OAG shall administer separately federally forfeited property or proceeds 
distributed to any state law enforcement agency by the United States Departments of 
Justice or Treasury through a Federal Equitable Sharing Program Agreement, as outlined 
under Forfeiture Proqram Administration Standard Operatinq Procedure 01 

2 2  Establishment of the Attorney General's Law Enforcement Forfeiture Account, 
{AGLEFA] 

A. The OAG has established a trust fund to be used solely for law 
enforcement purposes which is funded by completed forfeiture actions 

-- -commenced under N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq., (civil forfeiture) or N.J.S.A. 
2C:41-1, et seg. (racketesring) or from actions brought under N.J S.A. 
2C:21-25 et seq. (financial facilitation of crime), or mder any other statute 
as directed by the Attorney General This dedicated fund is known as the 
Attorney General's Law Enforcement Forfeiture Account, (AGLEFA). 
AGLEFA shall be maintained by the Department of the Treasury and 
administered by the OAG. investigations performed by three DLtLPS 
divisions: the Division of State Police, (DSP), the Division of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control and the DCJ are the primary source of funds received from 
forfeiture actions. All forfeited funds or proceeds from the sale of forfeited 
property received by the DL&PS , any division of the DL&PS or any state law 
enforcement agency, shall be deposited into AGLEFA- All interest generated 
by AGLEFA shall be credited to AGLEFA. Because AGLEFA is a dedicated 
account, the funds shall not revert to the State General Treasury at the end 
of a fiscal year, but carryover from year to year. 



B- The Attorney General shall authorize disbursement from AGLEFA Before 
funds are expended from AGLEFA the OAG shall provide, upon request by 
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, an expenditure plan 
advising of the intended uses of the funds. 

. 2:3 Establishment of a Seized Asset Dedicated Account 

A All funds seized by a state law enforcement agency, but not yet forfeited and 
not held for evidence in a criminal matter, shall be deposited into the 
DL&PS Cash Management Fund Seized Asset Dedicated Account (SADA) 
or, under circumstances as outlined in section 2:3B, the Seized Asset Trust 
Account (SATA) of the County Prosecutor handling the related forfeiture 
litigation. 

B. When a forfeiture action is litigated by the DCJ or, an individual seizure 
made by a state law enforcement agency is equal to or greater than fifty 
thousand Dollars, (50,000.00) and the related forfeiture adion is litigated by 
a cohnty prosecutor, all seized funds, except those held as physical 
evidence in a criminal matter, must be deposited into the DL&PS SADA 
When an individual seizure made by a state law enforcement agency is less 
than fifty thousand Dollars, (50,000.00) and the related forfeiture action is 
litigated by a county prosecutor, the seized funds, except those held as 
physical evidence in a criminal matter, shall be deposited into the SATA of 
the county prosecutor's office handling the forfeiture litigation. 

. 

C. The DL&PS SADA shall be a series of individual dedicated sub-accounts 
maintained by the Department of the Treasury and administered by the DCJ. 
Each seizure shall be deposited into a DL&PS SADA sub-account where 
they are individually identified but managed as one large group by the 
Department of the Treasury. Because the DLdPS SADA is a dedicated 
account, the funds shall not revert to the State General Treasury at the end 
of a fiscal year, but carryover from year to year. 

D. Disbursements from the DLdPS Seized Asset Dedicated Account shall be 
- - limited to the following: 

.*I  
r 

1. Transfer of funds to AGLEFA of the State's share of a forfeiture 
distribution made after either the DCJ or a county prosecutor's office 
obtains either: 

a. a final judgment by default; 

b. a consent decree/stipulation of settlementlfinal judgment; 

c. a final judgment confirming forfeiture; or 

d. a consent to forfeiture placed on the record at guilty plea, 
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sentencing or similar d-ispositional proceeding- 

2. Transfer of funds to a county or municipal Law Enforcement Trust 
Account or, an escrow account established for a specific municipal 
law enforcement agency as defined under Forfeiture Promam 
Administration Standard Operating Procedures 04, as that 
governmental entity’s share of a forfeiture distribution made after 
either the DCJ or a county prosecutor‘s office obtains one of the 
following: 

a. a final judgment by default; 

b. a consent decreektiputation of sett lement/final judgment; 

c. final judgment confirming forfeiture; or 

d. a consent to forfeiture placed on the record at guilty plea, 
r sentencing or similar dispositional proceeding. 

3. Return of all, or some portion of, a claimant‘s seized funds to either 
the claimant or the claimant’s attorney of record in the forfeiture 
litigation if the claimant obtains either:, 

a. a final judgment by default; 

b. a consent decree/stipulation of settlementha1 judgment; or 

c. a final judgment confirming the claimant’s property right. 

4. For seizures where the county prosecutor or the DCJ decline to file 
a forfeiture complaint or discontinue a forfeiture action, and the 
seized funds are not held as evidence in a criminal matter or covered 
under the terms of a settlement agreement, all of the seized funds will 
be returned to the person from whom the property was seized- - - 

-’r 
5. For seizures where: 

a. an attempt to return seized funds as outlined in accordance 
with Section 2:3D-4 above has been unsuccessful; and 

b. a claimant has not asserted a right over the seized funds or 
the owner cannot be found; and, 

c. the seized funds were originally deposited in the DLPS SADA, 

the funds shall remain in the SADA for a period of three years from 

.- 
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. .  the date of the seizure. At the conclusion of the three year period, the 
funds shall be disposed of as unclaimed property by the DCJ Civil 
Remedies and Forfeiture Bureau, in accordance with applicable law. 

E. The interest generated from the DL&PS SADA shall be periodically 
transferred by the DCJ to the Asset Maintenance Account as outlined under 
Forfeiture Prowam Administration Standard Operatinq Proceduires 02. 

2 4  Establishment of an Asset Maintenance Account 

A All interest generated from the DL&PS SADA shall be placed into a 
dedicated fund maintained by the Department of the Treasury and 
administered by the DCJ. This dedicated fund shall be known as the Asset 
Maintenance Account (AMA). 

Explnditures from the AMA shall be made in accordance with Forfeiture 
Proaram Administration Standard Operatina Procedcures 12 only for 
forfeiture related purposes. Forfeiture related purposes are those costs 
directly related to the administration or operation of the Statewide forfeiture 
program and the seizure, acquisition, maintenance and preservation of 
seized property prior to a final judgment of forfeiture. Unless otheNvise 
approved by the Attorney General in a specific case, forfeiture related 
purposes shall not include the cost of routine maintenance of forfeited 
property for the use of the agency. Forfeiture related purposes shall include 
the following: 

B. 

1. The cost of maintaining and safeguarding seized property; 

2. The cost of maintaining and safeguarding seized or forfeited real 
property; 

-- - 3. 

4. 

The cost of returning seized property to the rightful owner; 

The cost 6f placing seized property into service in the DL&PS where 
a use order for the property has been obtained; 

li 

5. The costs incurred when preparing to place forfeited property into 
service with the DL8PS; 

6. The cost of maintaining an equity interest in the seized property 
pending a forfeiture disposition; 

7. The cost of disposing of property, whether by sale or destruction, 
either directly after forfeiture or after use of such property by the 
agency; or 
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C. 

8. The costs incurred in obtaining an appraisal or title insurance for real 
property or other costs of forfeiture prosecution or other action 
generating funds subject to administration under this Standard 
Operating Procedure, including filing and recording fees, inspection 
fees, costs charged for compliance with subpoenas or investigative 
interrogatories, and other administrative costs. 

When the DL&PS decides to place forfeited property into active service, the 
AMA shall be charged the costs of bringing that piece of property up to 
applicable use standards, (e.n., the costs involved in making a forfeited 
vehicle roadworthy, or a forfeited boat seaworthy). However, once the 
property is placed into active service, all costs associated with the use and 
maintenance of the property shall be charged to the normal operating budget 
of the entity using the property. Any entity that uses forfeited property shall 
maintain a written form which documents the actual date that the property 
was placed into service. 

.- 
Because this account is a dedicated account, the funds shall not revert to 
the State General Treasury at the end of a fiscal year, but canyover from 
year to year. 

2 5  Division of Criminal Justice Asset Forfeiture/Property Manaqement Office 

The Property Management Office establishes and maintains cash management 
accounts for all State seized and forfeited monies. Attachment 1 to this standard operating 
procedure delineates the policies and procedures for opening, transferring and reporting 
on the status of these accounts as well as general file and information management- 

2:6 Standards for the Holdins Period and Trackinq of Forfeiture Property 

A. Property forfeited to a law enforcement agency, or purchased by a law 
enforcement agency with funds from AGLEFA, including the M A ,  shall be 
held by the law enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes: 

0 - 
. 1. if real estate, for as,-long as the property exists in the form of real 

property;, 

2. if a motor vehicle, for at least two years from the date of forfeiture or 
purchase with funds from AGLEFA; 

3. in the case of all other property with a fair market value of five 
hundred dollars or more, for at least one year from the date of 
forfeiture or purchase with funds from AGLEFA. 

- 

B. A law enforcement agency seeking to dispose or transfer property held for 
less than the periods stated above for the applicable property shall dispose 
of the property in accordance with all other applicable law and shall obtain 
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reimbursement for the property for full market vaiue of the property on the 
date of transfer. The proceeds from such disposal or transfer shall be 
deposited in AGLEFA. 

C. A law enforcement agency disposing of or transferring property held beyond 
the periods stated above for the applicable property shall dispose or transfer 
the property in accordance with all other applicable law. The proceeds from 
such disposal or transfer shall be distributed in accordance with all other 
applicable law- 

.- 

Figure 1 Flowchart of Accounts - Forfeiture Program - NJ I LLPS - - 
.'# 
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2 7  Internal Audit and Compliance Review 

In addition to regular audits by the OAG and other State agencies responsible for 
auditing, the Department’s forfeiture program shall be reviewed on an annual basis by 
personnel assigned from the Divisions of State Police and Criminal Justice and managed 
by the OAG internal audit section, or private auditing firm hired for this purpose. The 
results of this review shall be forwarded to the Attorney General, the Superintendent ufthe 
DSP and the Director, DCJ. 

AUTHORIN: f- u + w t L -  
J PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

... 
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Attachment 1 

A Cash Management Fund 

All seized funds except that required as evidence or that which must be 
maintained as cash shall be deposited in the State of New Jersey Cash 
Management Fund in individual accounts. The Cash Management Fund is 
supervised by the New Jersey Division of Investment and the State 
Investment Council - 

1. Deposit of Cash 

Cash deposits shall be made into a bank account established by the 
DCJ for such purpose. Checks may be deposited at any time and 
without prior notice to the bank and should be deposited within one 
business day of receipt. Deposits should be made within one 
business day of seizure, or as soon as practical, but not later then i- 

four business days after seizure. In instances of large cash deposits, . 
(a-, a sum in excess of $25,000 large sum or large amount of small 
bills) arrangements can be made to count and verify the deposit 
through the bank's contracted armored car company. 

' 

> 

The NJSP Forfeiture Unit or the DCJ Civil Remedies and Forfeiture 
Section shall promptly notify the Property Management Office of a 
cash seizure. Upon notification, the Property Management office will 
make an appointment with the bank. A representative of the Property 
Management Office will accompany NJSP or DCJ sworn personnel to 
the bank and witness the counting and verification process. All cash 
deposits will be counted by the bank and verified. Any differences in 
cash amounts shall be noted. Differences in counts mn occur ifthere 
are counterfeit bills found by bank personnel. All counterfeit bills 
shall be turned over to the United States Secret Service and 
deducted from the actual seizure amount. 

- - 

Every deposit willhe accompanied with a deposit slip. Every deposit 
slip shall include the case name, account number and any other 
information required by the bank. The Property Management Office 
shall be provided by the seizing entity with sufficient information 
required to accurately record the seizure in its records. 

2. Establishment of Accounts 

The CMF is operated by individual account numbers. In order to 
establish an account, the following shall be provided to the Division 
of Investment: 

a. Case name, 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Procedure 02 Page: 8 



b. Case number (both CJ and State Police number if available), 

c. Department of Law And Public Safety, Civil Remedies and 
Forfeiture Bureau Address- 

The original shall be mailed the Division of Investments with original 
signatures of the DCJ Deputy Director of Administration and the 
Property Management Officer, or other authorized designee, 

In cases where the amount seized is less than $2,000, no individual 
account need be established. Seizures involving less than $2,000 
can be deposited directly into the Seized Monies Account. 

The Division of Investments will provide, in written form, the individual 
account numbers requested by the Property Management office. If, 
after five business days, no account numbers have been received, 
the Property Management Office shall follow-up with the Division of ._ 

' Investment. 

3. Transferring Funds 

All funds are initially deposited into a commercial bank account- 
Once checks are cleared, money is wire transferred to the general 
CMF account. After individual accounts have been established 
through the Division of Investments, funds may be wire transferred to 
each individual account. The Property Management Ofice shall 
maintain records of ail transfers indicating the date of the transfer, the 
account transferred from and the account transferred receiving the 
funds. The Property Management Office shall only have authority to 
transfer funds into the CMF accounts. External transfers shall only 
be conducted by the OAG. 

The funds that have been deposited in individual accounts remain in 
the account until a final disposition (court order or settlement 
agreement) is received. Settlement agreements are given to the 
Property Management Office from either the county prosecutor or 
DCJ. Money that has been forfeited to the State is then removed 
from the individual accounts- 

- - 

All money forfeited to the State, except those funds which are 
mandated by State law for other purposes, is deposited in the 
Attorney General's Law Enforcement Forfeiture Account, (AGLEFA). 

The Property Management Office shall reconcile all bank and Division 
of Investment statements within two business days of receipt, and 
shall also review the statements to insure that the transfers and 
deposits are within the proper accounts. Any discrepancies shall be 

State of New k r s e y  - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Procedure 02 Pager 9 



immediately reported to the DCJ Deputy Director of Administration. 

4. CMF Withdrawals 

Withdrawals can be requested to return funds to claimants or their 
attomey-of-record, share forfeited funds with other law enforcement 
agencies, or for other categories as a particular case may warrant. 
Checks are requested from the Property Management Office and 
authorized by the OAG. The Property Management Office shall make 
all withdrawal requests in memo form, attaching appropriate 
documentation, and indicating the account number, amount, name 
and address of the recipient. All checks issued for an order to share 
forfeited funds with another law enforcement agency shall by sent 
under the signature of the Director, DCJ. All other checks shall be 
sent under the signature of designated personnel of the Property 
Management Office. The Property Management Office shall maintain 
a record of all checks that are requested. 

,- ’ 

B. Case Tracking 

The seizing entity shall forward to the Property Management Office reports 
of all seizures on a timely basis. When sharing checks are received from a 
county, the Property Management Office shall close out the corresponding 
case report and notify the seizing entity of the received funds- Checks that 
are received without sufficient information, m-, case number, sharing 
number, etc.) to identify a specific seizure report, shall be referred to the 
seizing entity for proper identification. 

1. Case Files 

When a report of a seizure is received, a case file is established. At 
a minimum, the file shall contain the following information: 

- - 
a. Case name: 

b. CMF account 
C- DCJ case number, and/or 

* 

d. NJSP case number 

The files shall be maintained numerically by CMF account number. All 
items related to a case shall be placed into its respective file. 

2. Reports 

Monthly summary reports shall be prepared by the Property 
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Management Office and distributed to the OLPS Administrator, 
Superintendent of the NJSP and Director, DCJ. Six month reports 
shall also be prepared by the Property Management office- These 
reports are due in February for forfeiture activity from July-December 
and due in August for forfeiture activity from January-June of the 
fiscal year. The semi-annual reports shall be distributed in the same 
manner as the monthly reports. 
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Title: County Prosecutor 3 Office Forfeiture Programs 
Date Issued: 03/0 1/98 I Applicabiriy: All Forfeiture Program Administrators 

Supersedes: 

3:l Policv Statement: 

It is the policy of the Attorney General that each of the state’s twenty-one county 
prosecutor’s shall administer property and funds it receives as a result of seizures and 
forfeitures brought under the authority of N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq., (civil forfeiture), 
N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et sea., (racketeering) or from actions brought under N.J.S.A. 2C:Zl-25 
et seq., (financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by the 
Attorney General. A county prosecutor shall administer separately federally forfeited 
property or proceeds distributed to it by the United States Department of Justice or 
Treasury through a Federal Equitable Sharing Program Agreement, as outlined under 
Forfeiture Program Administration Standard ODeratina Procedure 01. 

3 2  Establishment of Forfeited and Seized Trust Funds 

A. County Prosecutor’s Law Enforcement Trust Account, (CLETA) 

1. The county prosecutor through its designated funding entity 
shall establish a law enforcement trust fund, dedicated for law 
enforcement purposes and funded by its share of completed 
forfeiture actions commenced under N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et sea., 
(civil forfeiture), N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et sea. (racketeering) or 
from actions brought under N.J.S.A. 2C:21-25 et seq., 
(financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as 
directed by the Attorney General. This trust fund shall be 
known as the (name of County) County Prosecutor’s Law 
Enforcement Trust Account, (CLETA), which shall be an 
interest-bearing account. Investigations performed by the 
prosecutor’s office, the State Police and the various 
municipalities within the county are the primary source of funds 
received from forfeiture actions. All forfeited funds, or 
proceeds from the sale of forfeited property received by the 
county prosecutor’s office shall be deposited into CLETA. In 
addition, any interest generated by CLETA funds shall remain 
in CLETA for the use of the prosecutor’s office. CLETA shall 
be maintained by the county prosecutor’s designated funding 
entity but shall be administered by the county prosecutor. 

- 0 
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Because CLETA is a trust account, the funds shall not revert 
to the county general treasury at the end of a fiscal year, but 
shall carryover from year to year and shall be used solely for 
law enforcement purposes at the discretion of the county 
prosecutor. 

2. The county prosecutor shall authorize all disbursements from 
CLETA. Before funds can be disbursed, the county prosecutor 
shall notify its funding entity in writing of the intended 
expenditures. This notification shall include at a minimum: the 
date, amount of disbursement, description of requested 
propertylfunds. purposelreason of disbursement, 
personlcompanylagency receiving the propertylfunds, an 
indication of the proposed law enforcement use and the 
signature of the county prosecutor. All disbursements in 
excess of $10,000 shall require the signature of the county 
prosecutor and the chief administrative officer of the 
prosecutor’s office. 

B. Seized Asset Trust Account 

.-.1 . -  

1. The county prosecutor through its designated funding entity 
shall establish a Seized Asset Trust Account. All seized funds 
not yet forfeited, and not held for evidence in a criminal matter, 
shall be deposited into the county prosecutor’s Seized Asset 
Trust Account (SATA), which shall be an interest-bearing 
account. SATA shall be maintained by the funding entity and 
administered by the county prosecutor. Individual cash 
seizures shall be placed into SATA where they are managed 
as one large group but individual records must be maintained 
on each case. Since this account is a trust account, in which 
the funds are held by the prosecuting agency pending their 
final disposition, the funds shall not revert to the county 
general treasury at the end of the fiscal year, but carryover 
from year to year. 

Disbursements from ike county prosecutor‘s SATA shall be 
limited to the following: 

0 - 

2. 

a. Transfer of funds to the CLETA of the county’s share of a 
forfeiture distribution after the county prosecutor’s office 
obtains either: 

1. a final judgment by default; 

2. a consent decreelstipulation of settlementlfinal 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Procedure 03 Page: 2 



I 

judgment; 

3. a final judgment confirming forfeiture; or 

4. a consent to forfeiture placed on the record at guilty 
plea, sentencing or similar dispositional proceeding. 

b. Transfer of funds to AGLEFA, a county or municipal 
Law Enforcement Trust Account, or an escrow account 
established for a specific municipal law enforcement 
agency as defined under Forfeiture Program 
Administration Standard Operatina Procedure 04. 
These transfers can be made only after the county 
prosecutor’s ofice obtains either: 

1. a final judgment by default; 

2. a consent decree/stipulation of settlemenfffinal 
judgment; 

3. a final judgment confirming forfeiture; or 

4. a consent to forfeiture placed on the record at guilty 
plea, sentencing or similar dispositional proceeding. 

c. Return of all, or some portion of, a claimant’s seized 
funds to either the claimant or the claimant‘s attorney- 
of-record in the forfeiture litigation if the claimant 
obtains either: 

1 - a final judgment by default; 

2. a consent decreeha1 judgment; 

3. a final judgment confirming the claimant’s property right. 

For seizures where the county prosecutor or the Division of 
Criminal Justice decline to file a forfeiture complaint or 
discontinue a forfeiture action and the seized funds are not 
held as evidence or covered under the terms of a settlement 
agreement between the prosecuting agency and the claimant, 
all seized funds shall be returned to the person from whom the 
property was seized. 

- - 
;p 

d. 

e. For seizures where: 1) an attempt to return seized funds as 
outlined in accordance with Section 3:ZB.Z.d above has been 
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c. 

unsuccessful and; 2) a claimant has not asserted a right over 
the seized funds and the owner cannot be found;, and 3) the 
seized funds were originally deposited in a SATA the funds 
shall remain in the SATA for a period of three years from the 
date of the seizure. At the conclusion of the three year period, 
the funds shall be disposed of as unclaimed property pursuant 
to applicable law. 

3. The interest from this account shall be transferred periodically by the 
funding entity to the Asset Maintenance Account (AMA) as outlined 
under section 3.2C. 

Asset Maintenance Account 

I. All interest or other income generated from SATA shall be transferred 
periodically into a trust fund maintained by the funding entity and 
administered by the county prosecutor. This trust fund shall be known 
as the Asset Maintenance Account (AMA). 

2. Expenditures from the AMA shall be made in accordance with 
Forfeiture Program Administration Standard OPeratina Procedure 12 
only for related forfeiture program administration purposes. Related 
forfeiture program administration purposes are those costs directly 
related to the administration or operation of the forfeiture process and 
the seizure, acquisition, maintenance and preservation of seized 
property prior to a final judgment of forfeiture. Unless otherwise 

purposes shall not include the cost of routine maintenance of forfeited 
property for the use of the agency. Forfeiture related purposes shall 
include the following: 

approved by the Attorney General in a specific case, forfeiture related - 

a. The cost of returning seized property to the rightful owner; 

b. The cost of maintaining an equity interest in the seized 
property for disposal and; 

The cost of disposing of the seized property whether by sale 
or destruction either directly after obtaining title through a 
forfeiture action or after the forfeited property was used by the 
agency. 

- 
c. 

Additionally, the AMA may be used by an agency for the cost of disposing of 
forfeited property or property purchased with forfeiture funds when the 
agency holds an equity interest in such property and the proceeds from the 
disposal of the property will be deposited into the agency’s Law Enforcement 
Trust Fund. 
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Because this account is a trust account, the funds shall not revert to the 
county general treasury at the end of the fiscal year, but carryover from year 
to year. 

D. Maintenance Expenditures 

The funding entity is entitled to the reimbursement of expenses resulting 
from its administration of CLETA, SATA and AMA. These expenses shall be 
limited to those approved by the county prosecutor and which are normal, 
customary and comparable to those charged to other county departments by 
the funding entity in the performance of similar services. 

3:3 Standards for the Holdina Period and Trackina of Forfeiture Property 

A. Property forfeited to a law enforcement agency, or purchased by a law 
enforcement agency with funds from CLETA including the AMA, shall be held 
by the law enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes: 

1. if real estate, for as long as the property exists in the form of real 
Pro Pe rty; 

2. if a motor vehicle, for at least two years from the date of forfeiture or 
purchase with funds from CLETA. 

3. in the case of all other property with a fair market value of five 
hundred dollars or more, for at least one year from the date of 
forfeiture or purchase with funds from CLETA. - 

B. A law enforcement agency seeking to dispose or transfer property held for 
less than the periods stated above for the applicable property shall dispose 
of the property in accordance with all other applicable law and shall obtain 
reimbursement for the property for full market value of the property on the 
date of transfer. The proceeds from such disposal or transfer shall be 
deposited in CLETA. 

C. - -A law enforcement agency disposing of or transferring property held beyond 
the periods stated above for the applicable property shall dispose or transfer 
the property in accordance with all other applicable law. The proceeds from 
such disposal or transfer shall be distributed in accordance with all other 
applicable law. 
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fitk: Administration of a Municipal Forfeiture Program 
~ 

Date tsoued 0310 I /98 I Applicability: All Forfeiture Program Administrators 

Supersede's: 

4:1 Policy Statement 

It is the poljcy of the Attorney General that either the county prosecutor or the 
municipal law enforcement agency's funding entity shall administer property and funds a 
municipal law enforcement agency receives as a result of seizures and forfeiture brought 
under the authority of N. J.S.A. 2C:64-1, et sea, (civil forfeiture) and N. J.S.A 2C:41-1, 
seq., (racketeering). Federally forfeited property and proceeds received by a municipal 
law enforcement agency as its equitable share of a forfeiture distribution from the United 
States Departments of Justice or Treasury shall be administered under the provisions of 
Forfeiture Proqram Administration Standard Operatinq Procedure 01 

4:2 Establishment of Law Enforcement Trust Fund 

A. Municipal Law Enforcement Trust Account, (MLETA) 

1. At the discretion of the county prosecutor, a municipal law 
enforcement agency through its funding entity or the funding entity of 
the county prosecutor's office shall establish a law enforcement trust 
fund dedicated for law enforcement purposes, and funded by 
completed forfeiture actions commenced under N.J.S.A. 2C:64-lt 
seq., (civil forfeiturey or N. J.S.A. 2C:41-1, et sea., (racketeering). 
Invest igafions performed by the municipal law enforcement agency, 
or in conjunction with the county prosecutor's office or a state law 
enforcement agency are the primary source of funds received from 
forfeiture act ions. 

- - 

a. An account which is established by a municipal law 
enforcement agency's funding entity shall be known as the 
(name of municipality) Law Enforcement Trust Account, 
(MLETA), and shall be an interest-bearing account. MLETA 
shall be maintained by the funding entity and shall be 
administered by the agency executive of the municipal law 
enforcement agency. All forfeited funds or proceeds from the 
sale of forfeited property received by the municipal law 



enforcement agency shall be deposited into MLETA. In 
addition, any interest or other income generated by the 
deposited funds shall remain in MLETA. Because MLETA is 
a trust account, the funds shall not revert to the municipal 
treasury at the end of the fiscal year, but carryover from year 
to year. MLETA funds are to be used solely for law 
enforcement purposes which shall be documented in writing 
by the agency executive and approved prior to use by the 
county prosecutor. 

b. An account which is established on behalf of a municipal law 
enforcement agency by the funding entity of the county 
prosecutor (MEA) shall be maintained as an escrow account 
in the name of the specific municipal law enforcement agency. 
These accounts shall be interest-bearing- All forfeited funds or 
proceeds from the sale of forfeited property designated for a 
municipal law enforcement agency shall be deposited into that 
agency’s escrow account. In addition, any interest or other 
income generated by the deposited funds shall remain in the 
agency’s escrow account. Because these escrow accounts 
are trust accounts, the funds shall not revert to the county 
general treasury at the end of the fiscal year, but carryover 
from year to year. These funds shall be used solely for law 
enforcement purposes which shall be documented in writing by 
the agency executive and approved prior to use by the county 
prosecutor. 

1 

2- Disbursements from MLETA or MEA shall be as follows: 

a. The agency executive shall authorize disbursements from 
MLETA only after obtaining approval from the county 
prosecutor. Before funds are expended from MLETA the 
agency executive shall notify the county prosecutor of the 
intended expenditure. This notification shall include, at a 
minimum: th.e date, amount to be disbursed, description of 
rdquested property, purpose/reason of disbursement, 
person/company/agency receiving the funds, an indication of 
proposed law enforcement use and the signature of the 
agency executive. All disbursements in excess of $5,000 shall 
require the signature of the agency executive and the 
municipal administrator. 

b. Disbursements from the MEA maintained by the funding entity 
of the county prosecutor shall be authorized by the county 
prosecutor, upon written request by the agency executive. 
This request shall include the information referred to in section 
4 2  A. 2. a. above. 
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B. Seized Asset Trust Account 

1. All seized funds not yet forfeited, and not held in evidence in a 
criminal matter shall be forwarded to the county prosecutor for 
deposit into the county prosecutor's Seized Asset Trust Account as 
outlined under Forfeiture Proqram Administration Standard Operatinq 
Procedure 03. 

2. All seized currency not yet forfeited, and not held for evidence in a 
criminal matter, shall be turned over to the county prosecutor within 
forty-eight (48) hours of the seizure. A copy of a completed United 
States Currency Seizure Report prepared by the agency executive, 
or their designee, shall accompany all seized funds- Procedures for 
the completion of the United States Currency Seizure Report are 
detailed in Forfeiture Proqrarn Administration Standard Operating 
Procedure 05. 

,- 

3. ' All other assets seized and not held for evidence in a criminal matter, 
shall be turned over to the county prosecutor within forty-eight (48) 
hours of the seizure. The agency executive, or their designee, shall 
complete a form documenting all other assets seized and turned over 
to the county prosecutor. This form shall include, at a minimum: 
claimant information (name, address, telephone number, etc.), the 
name of the agency seizing the asset, the name of the individual 
seizing the asset, a description of the asset, an indication whether the 
asset in owned by a third party or has outstanding liens, and shall be 
signed by the agency executive or their designee. 

. 

C. Maintenance Expenditures 

The funding entity of the county prosecutor or the municipal law enforcement 
agency is entitled to charge expenses resulting from its administration of 
accounts maintained for municipal law enforcement agencies. These 
expenditures shall be limited to those which are normal, customary and 

- -comparable to those charged to other departments by the funding entity in 
the performance of similgr services. Furthermore, reimbursement for 
expenses must be approved by the county prosecutor. 

4:3 Standards for the Holdinq Period and Trackina of Forfeiture Property 

A. Property forfeited to a law enforcement agency, or purchased by a law 
enforcement agency with funds from the MLETA or MEA shall be held by the 
law enforcement agency for law enforcement purposes: 

1. if real estate, for as long as the property exists in the form of real 
property; 
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2- if a motor vehicle, for at least two years from the date of forfeiture or 
purchase with funds from the MLETA or MEA. 

3- in the case of all other property with a fair market value of five 
hundred dollars or more, for at least one year from the date of 
forfeiture or purchase with funds from the MLETA or MEA. 

B. A law enforcement agency seeking to dispose or transfer property held for 
less than the periods stated above for the applicable property shall dispose 
of the property in accordance with all other applicable law and shall obtain 
reimbursement for the property for full market value of the property on the 
date of transfer- The proceeds from such disposal or transfer shall be 
deposited in the MLETA or MEA. 

C. A law enforcement agency disposing of or transferring property held beyond 
the periods stated above for the applicable property shall dispose or transfer 
the property in accordance with all other applicable law- The proceeds from 
suchdisposal or transfer shall be distributed in accordance with all other 
applicable law- 

.- 
. 

AUTHORITY: P- - 
PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

-.  < :C 
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ri: Accounting for Seized Currency 
Date tanutd: 0310 1 198 I Applicability: AII Sworn Law Enforcement Officers 

Supersedes: 

5:l Policv Statement 

It is the policy of the Attorney General that all state law enforcement agencies, each 
of the state's twenty-one county prosecutor's and agency executives for municipal law 
enforcement agerkies administer proper internal controls over United States Currency 
they receive as a result of seizures brought under the authority of N. J.S.A. 2C:64-1 mseq,, 
(civil forfeiture), N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et seq., (racketeering), or from actions brought under 
N.3.S-A. 2C:Zl-25 et seq. (financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as 
directed by the Attorney General. These are the minimum procedures that should be 
instituted by a law enforcement agency. However, nothing in this standard operating 
procedure prohibits an agency from adopting more comprehensive procedures. If such 
a procedure is adopted, it shall be in written form and distributed to every member of the 
law enforcement agency. The Division of State Police shall account for seized currency 
under its specific divisional operating procedure. 

5 2  Seizure of United States Currency 

A. Accounting for Seized Currency 

1 - United States Currency seized by any Sworn law enforcement officer 
shall be counted as soon as practical, but not later than the end of the 
seizing officer's t o u ~ o f  duty. The currency shall be counted by at 
least two officers, independent of one another, preferably at the 
location of the seizure. If it is impractical to count the currency at the 
location of the seizure, the currency should be transported, in a 
manner set forth in the agency's Standard Operating Procedures, to 
a secure location by at least two officers. Both officers must agree 
and certify the total dollar amount of the currency as well as assure 
the authenticity of the currency by randomly determining that the 
currency is not counterfeit. The officers shall record the seized 
currency on a form entitled United States Currency Seizure Report- 
This form shall include: claimant information (name, address, date of 
birth, social security number and home and work telephone numbers), 
name of seizing agency, seizing agency's OR1 #, name and badge 
number of the seizing officer, date, time and location of seizure and 

- - 



a breakdown by denomination of the currency and coins seized. The 
currency seized shall be 1isted.by each denomination with a total for 
each denomination, a total of all coins and a grand total of all 
currency and coins seized. Upon completion, the form shall be 
signed by the officers conducting the count and the arrested party or 
their attorney. The original shall be maintained by the seizing officer, 
a copy shall be given to the arrested party or their attorney and two 
copies shall be maintained by each of the submitting officers. 

2. A currency custodian shall be designated by the agency executive of 
each state law enforcement agency. Currency seized by a Division 
of the Department of Law and Public Safety shall be forwarded to the 
designated Division currency custodian, who shall in turn, follow the 
procedures outlined in Forfeiture Proqram Administration Standard 
Operatinq Procedure 02. 

3. All currency seized by county or municipal law enforcement officers 
shall be forwarded to a custodian designated by the county 
prosecutor or agency executive of the municipal law enforcement 
agency. Seized currency shall be forwarded to the custodian, no later 
than forty-eight hours of seizure. The agency shall estabiish 
procedures for the security of currency and coins seized, prior to 
being forwarded to the designated custodian. Upon transfer of these 
funds, the submitting officers shall sign the United States Currency 

custodian of the funds shall also sign this form and return a copy to 
Seizure Report and include their badge number and date. 

the officers. 

I- 

* ' 

Seized currency shall be deposited no later than the first business 
day after receipt by the designated custodian. The deposit slip shall 
be attached to the remaining copy and forwarded to the county 
treasurer or the individual designated by the agency executive of the 
municipal law enforcement agency. The seizing officer's copy shall 
be matched to the submitting officer's copy by the county treasurer or 
an individual designated by the agency executive and any 
discrepancies shall be immediately reported to the county prosecutor 
and the Division of Criminal Justice. 

- - 

B. Security Procedures for Currency 

Any officer that seized currency shall exercise due diligence in its handling, 
storage and security. Willful or gross negligence in currency security may 
subject a public employee to discipline or criminal charges. 
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5:3 Seizure of Foreian Currency 

Any seizure of foreign currency shall be converted to United States currency on the 
first business day following the seizure at any banking institution. 

’ AUTHORITY: f- -+wLP 

PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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1 1 Name: 

(Last) (First) (MI) 

2) Address: 

(Street) (City) (State) EiPl 

3) DOB: 4) Social Security #I 

5) Home Te:ephone R: 6) Work Telephone #: 

- 

7 )  Seizing Agencyr 8 )  OR1 I: 9) Case # 

10) Seizing Officer: 

I 
(Last) (First) (MI) (Badge Number) 

I 1 1) BureaulSectionNnit: 

12) Date of Seizure: 13) l ime of Seizure: 

14) Location of Seizure: 

(Street) (Municipality) (County) 

- $1 OO(s) x - 

S 50(s) x - 
NamefBadge # 
Officer Counting: - 

- - -- - -  -$ 20(s)  x 

S 10(s) x - 
Narnehadge # . 

Officer Counting: 
* - 

1 
I 

Claimant: - s 1(s) x - 

S other (including coins) 

Total Seized: 

Subr.iitting Officer Badge Number 
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fitle: Seized and Forfeited Property Management 
Dale kcrued 03/01 I98 I &pfimbiIiv: All Forfeiture Program Administrators 

6:l Policv Statement 

The Attorney General recognizes that in the course of investigations conducted by 
law enforcement agencies within the state, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq., (civil 
forfeiture), N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et seq., (racketeering), or under any other statute as directed 
by the Attorney General, property will be seized and at some point forfeited to said agency 
or returned to the owner of record ('owner"). This property may be used by the law 
enforcement agency, prior to forfeiture, upon obtaining a Use Order from the Superior 
Court, retained for future use, sale and distribution of proceeds or returned to the owner. 
Once property has been seized, the seizing agency must maintain the property in a 
manner to preserve its value and assure that any use will be solely for law enforcement 
purposes. 

6:2 Maintenance and Use of Seized Property by County and Municipal Law 
Enforcement Aqencies 

A. Property seized by county prosecutors or municipal law enforcement 
agencies which is not retained for evidence pending a criminal prosecution, 
shall be maintained in a manner to preserve its value by the county 
prosecutor pending distribution, sale or return to the owner. The county 
prosecutor or agency executive of a municipal law enforcement agency shall 

-determine the existence qf other owners, lessors or a persons holding a 
perfected security interest in seized property. 

- 

1. Property held by a lessor in the ordinary course of business or held 
by a person holding a perfected security interest shall not be affected 
by seizure unless it shall appear that such person had knowledge of 
or consented to any act or omission upon which the right of forfeiture 
is based. The county treasurer, at the direction of the county 
prosecutor, may make payment from the County Law Enforcement 
Trust Account to lessors or persons holding a perfected security 
interest for their interest in seized property. 



2. Property in which the owner establishes by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the owner was not involved in, or aware of the unlawful 
activity and that the owner had done all that could reasonably be 
expected to prevent proscribed use of the property by an agent, shall 
not be subject to forfeiture. 

3. Property in which the owner has entrusted to a person for repairs, 
restoration or other services to be performed on the property, and that 
person, without the owner's knowledge or consent, uses the property 
for unlawful purposes, shall not be subject to forfeiture. 

. 

B. A county prosecutor upon the filing of a forfeiture complaint with the Superior 
Court and obtaining approval from the county treasurer, or an agency 
executive upon obtaining approval from the county prosecutor may apply to 
the Superior Court for an order permitting use of seized property ("Use 
Order"), pending the disposition of the forfeiture action provided, however, 
that such property shall be used solely for law enforcement purposes-' I- 

t 

C. The Superior Court may appoint a trustee to protect the interest of all parties 
involved for property which is of such nature that substantial difficulty may 
resutt in preserving its value while awaiting forfeiture action. 

6:3 Maintenance and Use of Seized Property by State Law Enforcement Aqencies 

A Property seized by any state law enforcement agency which is not retained 
for evidence pending a criminal prosecution, shall be maintained in a 
manner to preserve its value pending distribution, sale or return to the 
owner. The state law enforcement agency shall determine the existence of 
other owners, lessors or a persons holding a perfected security interest in 
seized property. 

1 Property held by a lessor in the ordinary course of business or held 
by a person holding a perfected security interest shall not be affected 
by seizure unless it shall appear that such person had knowledge of 
or consented to anyact or omission upon which the right of forfeiture 
is based! The Director, D.C.J., or his designee, may make payment 
from either the Asset Maintenance Account or AGLEFA to lessors or 
persons holding a perfected security interest for their interest in 
seized property. 

- - 

2. Property in which the owner establishes by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the owner was not involved in, or aware of the unlawful 
activity and that the owner had done all that could reasonably be 
expected to prevent proscribed use of the property by an agent, shall 

For a complete definition of Law Enforcement Purpose, see SOP 12 
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not be subject to forfeiture. 

3- Property in which the owner has entrusted to a person for repairs, 
restoration or other services to be performed on the property, and that 
person, without the owner's knowledge or consent, uses the property 
for unlawful purposes, shall not be subject to forfeiture. 

€3. A prosecuting agency upon the filing of a forfeiture complaint with the 
Superior Court and obtaining approval from its funding entity may apply to 
the Superior Court for an order permitting use of seized property ('Use 
Order"), pending the disposition of the forfeiture action provided, however, 
that such property shall be used solely for law enforcement purposes.* 

C. The Superior Court may appoint a trustee to protect the interest of all parties 
involved for property which is of such nature that substantial difficulty may 
result in preserving its value while awaiting forfeiture action, 

.- 
6:4 Forfeited Property 

A. Transfer of Ownership 

1 ~ Upon the completion of a forfeiture action, the Attorney General or the 
county prosecutor shall direct the state or county treasurer to vest title 
in property which has been previously seized. The vesting of title 
shall be performed within five business days of a completed forfeiture 
action by filing necessary documents with a state motor vehicle 
agency or county clerk. 

2. At the discretion of the Attorney General or county prosecutor, a law 
enforcement agency that participated in an investigation which 
resulted in the forfeiture shall receive title in property which has been 
previously seized. The agency executive shall direct its designated 
funding entity to vest title in this property within five business days of 
receiving an acknowledgment of a completed forfeiture action by the 
prosecuting agencg by filing necessary documents with a state motor 
vehicle agency or county clerk. 

- - 

3. If property cannot be divided among agencies that have participated 
in an investigation which resulted in a forfeiture, the Attorney General 
or county prosecutor shall cause such property to be sold at public 
auction, unless otherwise directed by the Attorney General. The 
proceeds from these sales shall be distributed to any agency which 
participated in an investigation resulting in forfeiture, at the discretion 
of the Attorney General or the county prosecutor. 

For a complete definition of Law Enforcement Purpose, see SOP 12 
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4. No office-holder, employee or other agent of any law enforcement 
agency shall purchase forfeited property, nor shall their spouses or 
dependent children purchase or otherwise acquire through sale title 
to forfeited property. 

6 5  Maintenance Expenditures 

The funding agency is entitled to charge expenses resulting from its securing a 
perfected interest in or clear title to forfeited property. These expenses shall be limited to 
those which are normal, customary and comparable to those charged to other 
governmental departments which the funding entity performs similar services, 

6:6 Statute of Limitations on Claims 

Any person who could not with due diligence have discovered that property which 
they own was seized as contraband may file a claim for its return or the value thereof at 
the time of seizure within three, (3) years of the seizure if they can demonstrate that they 
did not consent td, and no knowledge of its unlawful use. If the property has been sold, 
the claimant will receive a claim against proceeds. 

:- 

. 

AUTHORITY: / z  - 
PETER VERNIERO, ATTORN& GENERAL 
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fib: Requests for Distribution of Forfeited Property 

>ate ksued: 03/01 /98 I Applicability: AII Law Enforcement Officers 

7:l Policy Statement: 

The Attorney General recognizes that requests will be made by law enforcement 
agencies within the state with each of the state's twenty-one county prosecutor's and the 
New Jersey Divislon of Criminal Justice ("Division") for distribution of forfeited property 
obtained pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C64-1 et seq., (Civil forfeitures), N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et seq., 
(racketeering) or from actions brought under N. J.S.A. 2C:21-25 et seq. (financial 
facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by the Attorney General. The 
submission and review of all such requests shall be governed by Forfeiture Proaram 
Administration Standard Operatinq Procedure 12. However, procedures must be 
implemented to uniformly document these requests on a form entitled, "Request for 
Distribution of Forfeited Property." 

7 2  Preparation of Form A 

A. Each Form A shall be prepared by the agency executive of a requesting law 
enforcement agency ("agency executive") or their designee. 

B. Information contained on this form shall include the following: 

-- - 1 Prosecuting Agency Information 
i $  

Indicate fhe number corresponding to the county prosecutor's office 
or Division of Criminal Justice, who has been designated to prosecute 
the civil forfeiture case. (Item #1) 

2. Requesting Agency's Information 

This section shall require the requesting agency to include the 
following information: 

a. Case Name (Item #2)' 

The Division of State Poiice will identify a case name by the Confiscafed MoneyProperty Case 
Manaqemenl Report Log Identification Number. 

I 



b. Case Number (Item #3) 
c. Agency Name (Item #4) 
d. Agency Address (Item #5) 
e. Contact Persoflitle (Item #6) 
f. Telephone Number (Item #7) 
g- Agency OR1 Number (Item #8) 

3. Description of Requested Property 

a. Indicate a description of the property which has been 
requested, either U, S .  Currency (Item #9) or Other Property 
(Item #lo). The description shall include the type of property 
requested including a Vehicle Identification Number ('VIN") or 
serial number and the estimated value. 

b. Based upon the agency's participation in the surveillance, 
investigation, arrest andor prosecution, the requesting agency 

a percentage, of the total contributive share distribution made 
by the prosecuting agency. The county prosecutor, or in the 
case of the Division of Criminal Justice, the Director shall 
determine all contributive share distributions in a manner 
consistent with applicable law and administrative code. 

.__ 
f shall indicate a proportionate share (Item #l l), in the form of . 

c. The requesting agency shall also indicate whether or not it 
agrees to pay any fees or expenses necessary to effect 
transfer of title (Item #12). Should the requesting agency not 
agree to pay these expenses, the prosecuting agency may, at 
its discretion, refuse to honor the request for distribution of 
forfeited property. 

4. Fiscal, Administrative and Property Officer Information 

a. The requesting agency shall include the Namefritle, Address 
andTelephow Number of the fiscal, administrative or property 
officer who wilt be the recipient of forfeited property- This 
individual may be either: 

- - 

1 ~ The fiscal officer of the entity to whom the disbursement 
of money should be made (Item #13), 

2. The official to whom the property transfer documents 
should be defivered (Item #14), or 

3. The official to whom property should be delivered (Item 
#15). 
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5. Certification 

7:3 

Upon completion of this form, the requester shall sign the fonn 
including their title as well as typing or printing their nameltitle and 
including the current date. (Item #16) A signature on this form 
certifies that the request complies with all applicable provisions of 
law, administrative code and Forfeiture Program Administration 
Standard Operating Procedures and that the information contained 
is true and correct. 

6. Maintenance of Form A 

The county prosecutor's office or the Division shall maintain all 
completed Form A's, which it receives, whether or not a distribution 
has been approved. These forms shall be filed by corresponding 
case number and shall cross reference the requesting agency and be 
readily available for review. Any requests for distribution which have 
been denied shall have an explanation for such denial and the 
signature of the county prosecutor or Director of the Division of 
Criminal Justice, depending on who is prosecuting the civil forfeiture 
case- 

, 

Failure to Submit Form A to Prosecutinq Aqencv 

Any law enforcement agency that fails to submit a Form A within 90 days of the 
seizure shall be precluded from receiving a contributive share when distribution of the 
forfeited property is apportioned by the prosecuting agency. 

. 
AUTHORITY: /.zG - 

PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Rocadwe 07 Page: 3 



.- 
J 

2 )  Case Name'- 

3) Case Number: 

4) Agency Name: 

5) Agency Address- 

6) Contact Person/Title- 

7) Telephone Number- 8 )  Agency OR1 Number: 

- '?- Estimated Value 
l 6  

9) United States Currency, (Total'Seized) 

10) Other Property, (List and describe the property requested. including VIN or serial number, if known.) 

. 

The Division of State Police will identify a case name by the Confiscated MoneyProperty Case 
Management Report Log Identification Number. 

I 



I 
1 1  ) The requesting agency seeks % of the total contributive share "I distribution. 

' The County Prosecutor, or in the case of the Division of Criminal Justice. the Director shan determine the percentage distributed 
to the entities involved in this matter consistent with applicable taw and Bdministretive code. 

I 

1 2 )  Requesting agency agrees to pay any fees or expenses necessary to effect transfer of 
title not later than the time of the transfer. 

Yes: NO**: 
'* If the requesting agency does not agree to pay any fees or expenses necessary to effect the transfer of tide, the prosecuting 
agency may. at i ts  sole discretion, refuse to honor this request for distribution of forfeited property. 

Fiscal Officer of Entity to Whom Disbursement of Money Should be Made: 

Name I Tide: 

J 
Address: 

Telephone Number: 

Official to Whom Property Transfer Documents Should be Delivered: 

Name I Tide: 

Address: 

Telephone Numberr 

Official to Whom Property Should be Delivered: 

. . -. . . - . . . 

16) The requester certifies that this request complies with all applicable provisions of law, 
ad minist r a t ive code and Forfeiture Program A dminis tra tion Standard Operating Procedures, 
and that  the information contained in this request is true and correct. 

Date: 
Signeture I Title 

I Typed or Printed Name I l i t l e  



Title: County Forfeiture Program Reports 

Date k w d :  03/01 /98 I Applicebitity: AN Forfeiture Program Administrators 

Supersedes: 

8:l Policy Statement: 

The Attorney General requires that each of the state's twenty-one county 
prosecutors prepdre a quarterly report detailing the distribution, receipt or expense of 
forfeited property or funds obtained pursuant to N. J.S.A- 2C:64-1 et sea, (civil forfeitures), 
N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et seq., (racketeering) or from actions brought under N.J.S.A- 2C:Zl-25 
et seq. (financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by the 
Attorney General. - This information shall be recorded on forms promulgated by the 
Attorney General and known as NJL&PS Form B, entitled County Forfeiture Program 
Report. The completed forms are to be forwarded to the Division of Criminal Justice 
("Division") within thirty days of the end of a previous calendar quarter. 

8 2  Instructions For Completion of Form B Report 

A. General 

The report shall be mailed to: 

State of New Jersey 
Department of Law & Public Safety 

Operations - Bureau 
Forfeiture Program Review Unit 
P.O. Box085 
Trenton, N J 08625-0085 

- -Division of Criminal Justice 
4 4  

Any additional pages attached to the report shall include a reference to the 
particular part of the Form B report, (u, 10 -Additional distributions of non- 
currency property). 

The report shall include the full name of the County Prosecutor's Office, the 
beginning and ending dates of the reporting period, and its "ORI" number 
assigned by the Division of State Police for access to the National Crime 
information Center, (NCIC). The report shall indicate the quarter, by circling 



the appropriate number, and calendar year of the reporting period. 
Part I: Assets Seized and Forfeited B. 

1. Record on line 1 all United States Currency seized during the 
reporting period by any law enforcement agency within the county 
and forwarded to the County Prosecutor's Office for review and 
action. 

2. Record on line 2 all United States Currency in which a Final 
Judgement by Default, a Consent Decree/Final Judgement, a Final 
Judgement Confirming Forfeiture, or other action granting right to the 
currency to the County Prosecutor's Office has occurred- 

All currency forfeited shall be categorized by the specific offense 
listed below- 

Narcotics Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency 
as a result of an underlying offense in violation 
of N.J.S.A. 2C:3!5-1 et seq. And N.J.S.A 2C:36-1 
et seq- 

J 

Gambling Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency 
as a result of an underlying offense in violation 
of N.J.S.A. 2C:37-1 et seq.. 

Racketeering: Any forfeitures of currency as a 
result of an underlying offense in violation of 
N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et seq.. 

Public Indecency: Any forfeitures of currency as 
a result of an underlying offense in violation of 
N. J.S.A. 2C:34-1 et seq.. 

Official Corruption: Any forfeitures of currency 
as a result &an underlying offense in violation 
of, N.J.S.A. 2C27-1 et seq., N.J.S.A. 2C:30-2, 
30-3 and 30-4. 

Theft Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency as a 
result of an underlying offense in violation of 
N.J.S.A. 2C:ZO-1 et seq., N.J.S.A. 2C21-1 gt 
seq.. 

Other Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency as a 
result of any other underlying offense. 

I-  

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Rocadwe 08 Page: 2 



.̂ 1 . -  

3- Record on line 3 any other tangible or intangible property, other than 
United States Currency listed in line l), that has been seized by any 
law enforcement agency within the county and on which a complaint 
or other forfeiture action has been taken by the County Prosecutor's 
Office. Provide individually; a description of the property, the 
underlying offense, the estimated value and the total estimated value 
of all property seized during the period. 

4. Record on line 4 any use orders obtained during the reporting period. 
Provide individually; a description of use order property, the agency 
having use of the property and the agency's OR1 number.' 

5. Record on line 5 all tangible and intangible property, except United 
States Currency reported in line 2), in which a Final Judgement by 
Default, a Consent DecreeEinaI Judgement Confirming Forfeiture, or 
other action granting title to the property to the County Prosecutor's 
Office has occurred. Provide individually; a description of the *- 

property, the underiying offense, the estimated value and the total . 
estimated value of all property forfeited during the period. 

L 

6. Record on line 6 all forfeited tangible or intangible property, except 
United States Currency, that was sold, auctioned or otherwise 
disposed of, (m, scrapped) during the reporting period. Do not 
include property that was distributed to another law enforcement 
agency or Prima Facie contraband. Provide individually; a 
description of the property, the underlying offense, the actual value 
received from safe, auction or other disposition and a total of all 
property sold, auctioned or disposed of during the period. 

7. Record on line 7 all forfeited tangible or intangible property, except 
United States Currency, that was placed into law enforcement use by 
the County Prosecutor's Office. Provide individually; a description of 
the property, a description of the law enforcement use, a justification 
for using the property versus selling, etc., the appraised value or 
estimated value of tbe property and the total appraised or estimated 
value of'all property liquidated during the period. Do not include 
property that was distributed to another law enforcement agency or 
Prima Facie contraband. 

0 - 

C. Part II:  Expenditures Relating to Forfeiture Program 

Record on line 8 the amount of any expenditures relating to the forfeiture 
program, (a, for security interests, asset maintenance and forfeiture * 

' The OR1 number is the number assigned by the Division of State Police for access to the National Crime 
Information Center, (NCIC). 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Procadwe 08 Page: 3 



prosecution costs. Examples of such expenditures include, but are not 
limited to: 1) the care custody expense and disposal of seized and forfeited 
property; 2) filing and recording fees; 3) brokerage fees; 4) advertising costs; 
5) court appointed custodian fees. Provide individually; the property 
incurring expenditure, the reason for the expenditure, the amount and the 
total expenditures for the period- 

D. Part 111: Distribution of Forfeited Property to Other Law Enforcement Agencies, 

- 1. Record on line 9 the name and OR1 number of any law enforcement 
agency receiving funds as a result of a contributing share or any 
other reason. Other agencies include, but are not limited to: the N. J. 
Department of Law and Public Safety, other County Prosecutor's 
Offices and local police departments. Provide individually; the 
agency name, the agency OR1 number, the amount distributed and 
the total amount of all distributions for the period. 

2. Record on line 10 the name and OR1 number of any law enforcement 
agency receiving tangible and intangible property, except funds 
reported in line 9). as a result of a contributing share for any other 
reason- Other agencies include, but are not limited to: the N.J. 
Department of Law and Public Safety, other County Prosecutor's 
Offices and local police departments. Provide individually; the 
agency name, the agency OR1 number, a description of the property, 
the estimated value and the total estimated value of all property 
distributed during the period. 

'. 

E. Part IV: Distribution of Forfeited Property to County Prosecutor's Office 

Record on line 11 the recipient or vendor, law enforcement purpose and 
amount for all distributions of forfeited funds for use by the County 
Prosecutor's Office during the period. This should not include distributions 
previously reported in 7), 8), 9) and 10). Provide individually; the payee, the 
law enforcement purpose, the amount and the total for all expenditures 

Expenditures made in accordance with Forfeiture 
Program AdministrationiStandard Operatinq Procedure 10, Reallocation to 
the Department of Law & Public Safety of Property Purchased with Forfeited 
Funds by a Governmental Agency, shall be annotated with the ROP # of the 
approved and properly executed Form F. 

- - during the period. 
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F. Certification 

The County Prosecutor or their designee wilt record their name and title, full 
address and telephone numberlfax number. This individual will sign and 
date the form certifying that the information contained is true and correct 
based upon records maintained by the County Prosecutor's Office and its 
funding agency. 

I- 

AUTHORITY: 
J PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Rocedure 08 Page: 5 
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State of New Jersey 
Department of Law and Public Safety 

Division of Criminal Justice 
County Forfeiture Program Report 

ProsemthgAgencyName PeriodI to-from 

Agency OR1 Number ciick Qoarter CakndarYear 

Part I: 

1) 

1 2 3 4  

Assets Seized and Forfeifed 

Total US. Currency SEIZED in Quarter: 

2) Total US. Currency FORFElTED in Quarter: 

I -  

1. 

Narcotics Offenses: 

Gambling Offenses: 

Racketeering: 

Public Indecency: - - 

Official Corruption: 

Thefl Offens&: 

Other Offenses: 

NJRBPSIDCJ Form B 8 31998 Page lof 11 



County Forfeiture Program m Renorf 

3) List and describe SEIZED property, excluding US. Currency reported in Part I, line 1)- Include the 
underlying offense and estimated value: 

I I I Property Underlying Offense Estimated Value 1 

NJ/L&PS/DCJ Form B 8 3 1  998 Page 2 d  11 



County Forfeiture Program Report 

Description of Use Order 
property 

4) List any USE ORDERS obtained by description of the specific property. Include the agency having 
use of the property and that agency's OR1 number. 

Agency Having Use of the Agency OR1 Number 
property 

I 1 I : 

, 

NJABPS/DCJ Form B 0 31998 Page 3of 11 



Comfy Forfeiture Program Report 

5) List and describe FORFEITED property. exduding US. Currency reported in Part I, line 2)- Include 
the underlying offense and estimated value: 

I I I Property Underlying Offense Estimated Value I 

.~ 
i r 



6) List and describe forfeited property and the amount of money received from its SALE, AUC77ON 
OR OTHER DISPOSITION. Include the underlying offense- 

I I I Property. Underlying Offense Actual Value Received 

NJ/L&PS/DCJ Form B 931998  Page sof 11 



.. . .... ?- .. . 

County Forfeiture Program Report 

7) List and describe forfeited property, its law enforcement use and JUS77FICAnON FOR NOT 
LIQUIDATING SUCH PROPERTY: 

I Property 

J 

I Law Enforcement Use I Justification I Estimated Value I 



County Forfeiture Program Reporf 

Property Incurring 
Expenditure 

Part /I: Expenditures Relating to Forfeiture Program . 

8) Indicate the amount of any EXPENDITURES RELATING TO THE FORFEITURE PROGRAM, m., 
for security interests, asset maintenance and forfeiture prosecution costs.) Examples of such 
expenditures include. but are not limited to: I)  the care custody expense and d-kposal of seized and 
forfeited property; 2) filing and recording fees; 3) brokerage fees; 4) advertising costs; 5) court 
appointed custodian fees. 

Reason for Expenditure Amount 

4 

J 

c 



County Forfeiture Program Report 

Part Ill: 

9) 

Distribution of Forfeifed Property to Other Law Enforcemenf Agencies 

Indicate the name and OR1 number of any law enforcement agency receiving funds as a result of a 
contributing share. Include the amount received- 

I Agency Name I Agency OR1 Number I AmountReceived - I 

t 
1- 

. 1.c 

NJ/L8PS/M=J F m  B 8 31998 Page 8 d  11 



County Forfeiture Program Report 

Agency Name Agency OR1 Number Description of the 
property 

Estimated Value 

.- 

NJRLPSlOCJ Form B Q 31998 Page 90f 11 



County Forfeiture Program I 

Part IV: Disfribution of Forfeifed Properfy fo County Prosecutor's Office 

11) IndicAe the amount, purpose and payee for all DiSTRfBUnON OF FORFEITED FUNDS FOR USEBY 
THE REPORTING COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFiCE. This excludes distributions previously 
reported in Part I, fine 7). Part 11, line 8), Part 111, lines 9) and 10). 

I Payee Law Enforcement Purpose Amount I 

L 

NJRLLPSlDCJ Form B 831998 Page l O o f  11 



County Forfeiture Proaram ReDort 

C ER T ~ F ~ C A  TIO N 

12)' On behalf of the County Prosecutor's office, the undersigned certifies that the above information is true 
and correct based upon the records maintained by the County Prosewtor's Ofice and the responsible 
funding agency. 

3, 

Printed Name and T& of Preparer 

.- Address. City. State, Zip Code 

Telephone Number I Fax Number 

SigMtwe of Preparer 

Date 

Signature of tbe County Proseata 

Date 
. -  
<:6 

N in ~ p s m c . ~  FMTI B om998 Page l l o f  11 



rA: Municipal Forfeiture Program Reports 
Date Issued: 0310 1 198 I Apflmbiliv: AII Forfeiture Program Administrators 

Superseder: 

9:l Policy Statement: 

The Attorney General requires that a law enforcement agency which receives or 
expends forfeited property or funds obtained pursuant to N. J.S.A- 2C:64-1, et seq. (civil 
forfeitures) N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et seq., (racketeering), or from actions brought under N.J.S.A 
2C:21-25 et seq. (financial facilitation of crime), or under any other statute as directed by 
the Attorney General, shall prepare a quarterly report detailing the distribution, receipt or 
expense of forfeited property or funds. This information shall be recorded on forms 
promulgated by the Attorney General and known as NJL&PS Form C entitled Municipal 
Forfeiture Program Report. The completed forms are to be forwarded to both the 
appropriate county prosecutor's office and the Division of Criminal Justice ("Division") 
within thirty days of the end of a previous calendar quarter. 

9:2 fnstructions For Completion.of the Form C report 

A. General 

The report shall be mailed to: 

- - State of New Jersey 
Department of Law & Pu&c Safety 
Division of Criiinal Justice 
Operations Bureau 
Forfeiture Program Review Unit 
P.O. Box085 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0085 

Any additional pages attached to the report shall include a reference to the 
particular part of the Form C report, (a, 3 - Indivisible property received 
during the period). 

The report shall include the full name of the police agency, the beginning 
and ending dates of the reporting period, and the police agency's "ORI" 
number assianed bv the Division of State Police for access to the National 



. ̂1 - -  

Crime Information Center, (NCIC). The report shall indicate the quarter, by 
circling the appropriate number, and calendar year of the reporting period. 

B- Part I: Forfeited Assets Received 

1. Record on line 1 the balance in the agency’s law enforcement trust 
account (forfeiture fund account) at the beginning of the period. 

2. Record on line 2 the total forfeited funds received during the quarter. 
Funds should be categorized by the specific underlying offenses and 
categories listed in the report: 

Narcotics Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency as a result of an 
underlying offense in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:35-1 et sea. And 
N.J.S.A. 2C:36-1 et sea. 

,- ’, Gambling Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency as a result of an 
underlying offense in violation of N. J.S.A. 2C:37-1 et sea. 

. 

Racketeering: Any forfeitures of currency as a result of an underlying 
offense in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1 et sea. 

Public Indecency: Any forfeitures of currency as a result of an 
underlying offense in vioiation of N. J.S.A. 2C:34-1 et seq. 

Official Corruption: Any forfeitures of currency as a result of an 
underlying offense in violation of N. J.S.A. 2C:27-1 et seq., N. J.S.A. 
2C:30-2,30-3 and 30-4. 

Theft Offenses: Any.forfeitures of currency as a result of an 
underlying offense in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:20-1 et sea, N.J.S.A. 
2C:21-1 et seq.- 

- Other Offenses: Any forfeitures of currency as a result of any other 
underlyiog offense‘$ 

- 

Income from Other Sources: Income derived from any source, other 
then contributive share distributions previously accounted for in other 
categories, shall be recorded. Examples include, but are not limited 
to: interest income; reimbursements of towing and storage fees; 
contributive share distributions of seized but not forfeited property 
that exceeds the statue of limitations specified by law; and, non- 
federal contributive share distributions received from another state. 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Procedure 09 Page: 2 



3. Record and describe on line 3 any other forfeited tangible or 
intangible property, other than funds reported in line 2, that has been 
distributed to the police agency by any county prosecutor's ofice or 
the Division of Criminal Justice. Provide individually; a description of 
the property, the underlying offense, the intended law enforcement 
use, the estimated value and the total estimated value of all property 
received by the police agency during the period. 

C. Part II: Use of Forfeited Funds for taw Enforcement Purposes 

Record on line 4 the payee or recipient, (u, vendor, individual, DARE 
program, etc.) the law enforcement purpose of the expenditures, the amount 
of the expenditure made by the police agency or funding entity and the total 
of all expenditures made during the reporting period. 

D. Part 111: Disposition of Indivisible Property 

Record on line 5 any forfeited property permanently removed from service 
and the amount of money received from its sale, auction or other disposition. 
Provide individually; a description of the property, the disposition (sale, 
auction or other), the actual value received and the total value received for 
all forfeited property disposed during the reporting period. 

.- 
. 

E. Certification 

The agency executive or their designee will record their name and title, full 
address and telephone number/fax number. This individual will sign and 
date the form certifying that information contained is true and correct based 
upon records maintained by the police agency and its funding agency. 

. 
AUTHORITY: - 

PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - Standard Operating Procedure 09 Pager 3 



State of New Jersey 
Department of Law and Public Safety 

Division of Criminal Justice 
- Municipal Forfeiture Program Report 

P d m  Agency Name Period. to - from 

1 2 3 4  
Agency ORI Number Cide Quarter calendaryear 

Part 1: Forfeited Assets Received 

1) Beginning balance of Agency LETA: 

2) Total forfeited funds RECElVED in Quarter: 

Narcotics Offenses: 

Gambling Offenses: 

Racketeering: 

Public Indecency: 

Official Corruption: 

Theft Offenses: $ 

Other Offenses: $ 

Income from 0 1  her Sources': $ 

Includes, but is not limited to, interest income. reimbursements of asset 
maintenance costs and miscellaneous contributive share distributions. 

NJiL8PSiOCJ Form C 0 31998 Page 1 of 5 



MuniciDal Forfeiture Proaram ReDort 

Description of Underlying Offense Intended Law 
Property Enforcement Use 

3) List and descn'be forfeited indivkibJe property, excluding funds reported in Part I. line 1, that were 
RECNVED during the period. Include the undedying offense. its intended law enforcement use. 
and estimated value: 

Estimated Value 

-.  < :K 

NJRIPSlDCJ Form C 0 31598 Page 2 of 5 



Municipal Forfeiture Program Report 

Part 11: Use of Forfeited Funds for Law Enforcement Purposes 

4) indicate the amount, purpose and payee for any DlS7RlBUTlON OF FORFEITED FUNDS MA& 
DURING THE REPORnNG PERiOD BY, OR ON BEHALF OF, THE REPORTING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. 

I Payee Law Enforcement Purpose Amount I 

... 

i ' r  

I *:* *:* *:* .:* *:* *:* .:* *:* *:* *:. .:* *:* *:. I (3) Total Expenditures I I 

NJILBPSIDCJ Form C 0 31998 P a g e 3 d 5  



Municipal Forfeiture Program Report 

Part Ill: Disposition of Indivisible Propedy. 

5) List and describe any forfeited property permanently removed from service and the amount of money 
received from its SALE, AUCnON OR OTHER DISPOSI7lON- 

r I I I I Description of Property 1 Disposition I Actual Value Received I 

f 

NJ/L(LPS/DCJ F m  C Q 31998 P a g e 4 d S  



Municipal Forfeiture Program Report 

CERTIHCA TION 

6) On behalf of the police agency and the responsible funding agency, the undersigned certifies that the 
above information is true and coned based upon the available records. 

Prided Name and T i  of Preparer 

Address. City, State, 23p ZY+? 

i.. 

Telephone Number I Fax Numbec 

Signature of Preparer 

Date 

Sgnatwe of Police Agency Executive 

Date 

:; 
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Title-. Reallocation to the Department of Law & PubIic 
Safety  of Property Purchased with Forfeited 
Funds b y  a Governmental Agency 

Date issued-. 7/8/96 
~ ~~ ~ 

ApplicabiliTy: All Forfeiture Program Participating 
Agencies 

Supersedes: 

I 

10-1: Policy Statement 

The Attorney General recognizes that the Department of Law and Public Safety, 
(hereafter referred to as the "Department") provides services to other law 
enforcement agencies and prosecutor's offices. From time-to-time, local and county 
law enforcement or prosecutorial agencies have offered t o  reallocate forfeiture funds 
which would be used to purchase equipment and which, when used by the 
Department, would serve a law enforcement need of the agency making the 
reallocation. 

This reallocation process will improve the overall level of law enforcement 
services provided to the citizens of the State, The Attorney General recognizes that 
the procurement process is governed by State law and that all parties involved in the 
transaction need t o  be informed of the intended use, cost and source of the 
equipment or services. It is therefore the policy of the Attorney General that all such 
reallocations shall be memorialized in written form and that all parties involved agree 
to the terms-of the reallocation as outli-ned in that  document. 

10-2: Source of Fundinq for Reallocations 

< P  

The unit of government, (hereafter referred to as the "Agency") which desires 
to make a reallocation to  the Department shall only use funds that are the Agency's 
share of funds forfeited under the authority of N.J.S.A. 2C-64-1 ef seq., [Civil 
Forfeirure) and such funds shall be, at the time of the reallocation, available for use 
in the Agency's Law Enforcement Trust Account. Equipment or services can not be 
reallocated in-lieu of forfeiture funds that would be distributed to the Department as 
its share of a forfeiture action. All reallocations shall be for a law enforcement 
purpose consistent with the law and with administrative regulation. 



10-3: Forms of Reallocations 

Direct Purchase of Equipment bv Agencv - The Agency shalt specify a listing 
of equipment to be reallocated to the Department. The Agency may then 
purchase the specified equipment, consistent with all applicable State laws, 
and provide it directly to the Department- The Department shall insure that all 
equipment received is marked with standard inventory markings and placed 
into the Department‘s inventory records. 

10-4 Restrictions on EauiDment or Services Use 

The Agency donating the equipment may place restrictions on the equipment’s 
use, (a., Mobile Data Terminals purchased by the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office 
shall only be installed and used in Division of State Police vehicles assigned to 
barracks that patrol Bergen County). However, the restrictions cannot be inconsistent 
with State law. in addition, the Department must agree that the restrictions would 
not be detrimental to the efficient operation of the Department. If unacceptable 
restrictions are idposed, the Department shall not accept the reallocation. 

I- 

10-5: AcceDtance of Terms 

The following parties shall be informed of, and consent to, any reallocation: 

a) the Agency Chief Executive Officer; 

b) the Department Administrator or designee; 

c )  the applicable Department’s Division Director or in the case of the 
Division of State Police, the Superintendent. 

10-6: Reallocation of Property or Services - (Form F) 

All reallocations shall be memorialized in written form and shall be agreed to 
and signed - by persons specified in Standard ODeratinq Procedure 10-5. In order to 
implementa reallocation, the agency shall complete a Reallocation o f  Property, lForm 
F) and submit it, signed by the Agency’s Chief Executive Officer, to the Department, 
Division of Criminal Justice, Operations Bureau, (hereafter referred to as DCJ 
Operations). The DCJ Operations shall assign a unique identification number to the 
request, (referred to as a ROP Control Number), maintain a record of  the Form F and 
insure that the persons specified in Standard Operatinu Procedure 10-5 review and 
agree to the conditions specified. When all signatures have been affixed, DCJ 
Operations shall maintain the original, provide photocopies to all parties involved and 
notify the agency, in writing, that it may proceed with the reallocation. 

NJ/L&PS Forfeiture Program Adrninistrarton S.O.P. 10 Page 2 













Title: Fund Disbursement to a Non-La w Enforcement 
Agency 

Date Issued: 0310 I I98 Applicability: All Forfeiture Program Participating 
Agencies 

Supersedes: 

11 -1 : Policy Statement 

The Attorney General recognizes that the intent of the Legislature when it crafted 
N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq., was to designate that all funds derived from a forfeiture program 
be used for a ‘law enforcement purpose.” As defined in Forfeiture Prooram Administration 
Standard Operating Procedure 12, the term allows the funding of a broad spectrum of 
programs that can enhance a law enforcement agency’s ability to respond to the ever 
changing complexities of providing competent, efficient and fair law enforcement services 
to the citizen’s of the State. Forfeiture funds are also used from time to time to support 
community based programs that may not have an obvious law enforcement purpose, but 
often provides a clear benefit to the citizen’s quality-of-life. Strong arguments can be 
made that these programs benefit the law enforcement agency by providing a positive 
community atmosphere that tends to reduce the influence of criminal elements and 
ultimately crime in the community. 

However, the funding of these programs without a uniform evaluation of the 
program’s merits and overall benefits to law enforcement can lead to expressions of 
concern by’2he taxpayers of the State,and a questioning of the expenditure’s merits. 
Therefore, it is the policy of the Attorney General that alf planned forfeiture fund or 
property disbursement to a non-law enforcement agency, organization, program or group 
must first be reviewed and approved, in writing, by both the county prosecutor of 
jurisdiction and the Division of Criminal Justice. The evaluation will focus on reviewing the 
exact use of the funds; the law enforcement purpose that will be served in the use of these 
funds, and; the extent of law enforcement’s involvement and participation in the project. 

11-2: Determination of a Non-Law Enforcement Aqency 

Every year, numerous forfeiture fund expenditures are made by the State’s law 
enforcement community. The vast majority of these expenditures are made to procure 
equipment, training or services for the law enforcement agency. Expenditures, such as 



the funding of narcotics enforcement operations provide money to purchase evidence and 
information of criminal conduct. These types of expenditures have a clear and direct law 
enforcement purpose and are not the subject of this Standard Operatinq Procedure. 

However, any expenditure to fund, in whole or in part, any program which is not 
under the direct, exclusive control and supervision of a law enforcement agency is 
considered a community based program, subject to all of the provisions of this Standard 
Operatinq Procedure. 

11 -3: Request for Forfeiture Fund Distribution to a Non-Law Enforcement Aqency, 
IForrn D) 

A. Requesting Law Enforcement Agency Responsibilities 

Any law enforcement agency that seeks approval to expend forfeiture funds 
on a community based program shall complete a Request for Forfeiture 
Fund Distribution to a Non-Law Enforcement Agency, (Form D). The 
corrfpleted form shall be reviewed, approved and certified as to accuracy by 
the administrator of the requesting law enforcement agency. 

,- 
. 

B. Completion of Form D 

The following are block by block instructions for the completion of Form D. 
The numbers correspond to the numbered blocks on the form. 

1 - Enter the complete name of the governmental Agency that has legal 
authority to expend the forfeiture funds that are the subject of the 
proposed disbursement. u-, Union County Prosecutor's Office). 

2. Enter the business mailing address of the Agency entered in block 1). 

3. Enter the name and title of the person who is legally empowered to 
commit funds of the agency entered in block 1). 

- - 4. Enter the Agency telephone number of the person specified in block 
ii 

3)- * 

5- Enter the New Jersey Law Enforcement Telecommunication System, 
(NJLETS) Origination Number, (ORI) of the Agency identified in block 
1)- If the Agency has more then one ORI, enter the one which 
designates the Agency's headquarters location. 

6. Enter the complete name of the person, group or organization that 
would receive the forfeiture funds which are the subject of the 
proposed disbursement. 

? 

7. Enter the business mailing address of the person, group or 
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8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

I,  

12. 

13. 

14. 

- - 

15. 

organization entered in block 1). 

Enter the name and title of the person who is legally empowered to 
receive funds on behalf of the person, group or organization entered 
in block 1)- 

Enter the telephone number of the person specified in block 3). 

Enter a description of the person's group's or organization's mission, 
(m., mission statement, legal responsibilities, duties, .organization 
structure, etc ...). If separate pages are required, enter "See 
Attachment for Block 10)" in the space provided. Attach a separate 
sheet of paper with the header 'Block 10) -Organization's Mission" 
centered at the top. 

Enter the proposed amount of forfeiture funds to be expended by the 
Agency on the program that is the subject of this request- r -  

Enter a detailed description of the proposed program, including its 
expected duration. If separate pages are required, enter "See 
Attachment for Block 12)" in the space provided. Attach a separate 
sheet of paper with the header "Block 12) - Description of Program" 
centered at the top. 

Enter a detailed listing of what the forfeiture funds would be used to 
purchase or otherwise compensate. If separate pages are required, 
enter "See Attachment for Block 13)" in the space provided. Attach 
a separate sheet of paper with the header "Block 13) - Specified Use 
of Forfeiture Funds" centered at the top. 

Enter the law enforcement purpose that would be served by 
expending forfeiture funds in the proposed manner. This purpose 
must be consistent with the definition of 'Law enforcement purpose" 
in Forfeiture Prbaram Administration Standard Operating Procedure 
- 12. If separate pages are required, enter 'See Attachment for Block 
14)" in the space prdvided- Attach a separate sheet of paper with the 
header 'Block 14) - taw Enforcement Purpose" centered at the top. 

Enter a description of law enforcement personnel's involvement in the 
proposed program. NOTE: Attorney General's Directive 1995-3(9) 
states that: "Forfeited property or monies shall not be used to defray 
the costs of a community based program unless law enforcement 
personnel are substantially involved in the program." If separate 
pages are required, enter "See Attachment for Block 15)" in the space 
provided- Attach a separate sheet of paper with the header "Block 
15) - Law Enforcement's Involvement" centered at the top. 
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16. The completed Form D shall then be reviewed for accuracy, signed 
and dated by the person named in block 3). 

17. Enter the printed or typed name of the person who signed in block 
16). 

C. Review by County Prosecutor 

The certified Form D shall be reviewed by the county prosecutor of 
jurisdiction. He/she shall determine if the expenditure of forfeiture funds is 
appropriate and consistent with the provisions of the applicable Statutes, 
Attorney General's Guidelines and the Forfeiture Program Administration 
Standard Operating Procedures- If the request is from the county 
prosecutor's ofice, the county prosecutor shall both certify and approve the 
request. 

D. Review by Division of Criminal Justice I _  

1 

If approved, the completed Form D shall be forwarded to the Division of 
Criminal Justice, Operations Bureau for final review and approval. Upon 
making a determination, the Director, Division of Criminal Justice, or 
designee, shall sign and date the appropriate "Approved" or "Denied" blodc 

The Division of Criminal Justice may impose limitations on any aspect of the 
request. The original Form D shall then be maintained by DCJ - Operations 
and the person who signed in block 16) shall receive a photocopy along with 
written notification from the Division of Criminal Justice to proceed. 

PETER VERNIERO, ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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1)  Agency Name: 

2) Agency Address- 

3) Contact Person/Jitle- 

1) Telephone Number- 5 )  Agency OR1 m r -  .- 

5) Organization Name- 

7) Organization Address- 

Contact Person/Title- 

)I Telephone Number- 

lo) Description of the Organization's Mission: (3.. Mission Statement, Legal Responsibilities. Duties, Organizational Structure, e t c J  

11) Proposed Amount of For .&we Funds io be Usel 

12) Description and Length of Project: 

ii: 

in I...; Project- 



131 Specified U s e  of Forfeiture Funds: 

14) Law Enforcement Purpose of This Use of Forfeiture Funds: (Law &?forcement Purpose is  defined in firfeiture &oi 
AdmhiXration Standard Operating Aocedwe 12.) 

5 )  Description of the Substantial Involvement of Law Enforcement in This Project: (NOTE: A non-law enforcement 8' 

cannot receive forfeiture funds w i t h  
direct and substantid involvement of 
enforcement agency in the project.) 

16) 
Signature of Administrator for Requesting Agency 

171 
Typed or Printed Name of Administrator for Requesting Agency 

Date 

CERTIFICATION: By signing in Block 16, I certify that the information provided in this Requesr for Forfeituf 
Distribution to a Non-Law Enforcement Agency, (Form - 0) is true, I am aware that if any of info1 
provided is willfully false, I am subject to punishment. 



APPROVED 

-- - 

DENIED 

LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY THE DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE: 

- - 
* f  

I have reviewed the attached Request for Forfeiture Fund 
Distribution to a Non - Law Enforcement Agency, /Form - 
DI and have determined that the expenditure of forfeiture 
funds is appropriate in the manner detailed in this request 
and is not  inconsistent with the provisions of the New 
Jersey Constitution, applicable Statutes, Administrative 
Code or Forfeiture Program Administration Standard 
Operating Procedures. 

I have reviewed the attached Request for Fodeiture fi 
Distribution to a Non - Law Enforcement Agency, /For 
DI and have determined that the expenditure of forfeil 
funds is not appropriate as detailed in this request. 

County Prosecutor Date County Prosecutor Date .- 
1 

APPROVED 
:ve reviewed the attached Request for Forfeiture Fund Distribution to a Non - Law Enforcement Agency, (Form - 0) 

.-ve determined that the expenditure of  forfeiture funds is appropriate in the manner detailed in this request, with limitati 
imposed, if any, below, and is not inconsistent with the provisions of the New Jersey Constitution, applicable Statu 
Administrative Code or Attorney General's Guidelines. 

Director, Division of Criminal Justice, or Designee Date 

I have reviewed the attached Request for Forfeiture Fund Distribution to a Non - Law Enforcement Agency, (Form - D) 
h w e  determined that  the expenditure of forfeiture funds is not appropriate as detailed in this request. 

~~~ ~~~ ~ 

Director, Division of Criminal Justice, or Designee Date 



r i :  Distribution of Forfeited Property to Participating 
Law Enforcement Agencies 

D a t e h u e d  03/01 /98 I ApplEcebiGty. AII Law Enforcement Personnel 

121 Policy Statement 

This standdrd operating procedure governs the division and distribution of property 
forfeited pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq. The standard is promulgated to provide 
guidance and prior notice regarding the procedures governing the equitable distribution, 
use and accountability of law enforcement agencies for such property in accordance with 
the statutory intent. when property is forfeited as a result of the combined efforts of more 
than one law enforcement agency, each law enforcement agency contributing to the 
forfeiture is to share proportionately in the forfeiture proceeds. Where property cannot be 
divided, the general policy is to sell the property and divide the proceeds among all 
participating law enforcement agencies in a manner which will enhance law enforcement 
efforts and cooperation. All forfeited property, and all funds derived from the sale, auction 
or other disposition of said property shall be used solely for law enforcement purposes. 
This standard is intended to further these general purposes and shall be interpreted 
accordingly. 

A. The prosecuting agency shall determine the contributive share to be 
apportioned to each participating law enforcement agency, including that of 
the prosecuting agency itself. 

The prosecuting agency s%alf divide the forfeited property or its proceeds 
equitably and fairly, and in accordance with these standards, with any law 
enforcement agency, for that agency’s use, where the law enforcement 
agency participated in the surveillanc6; investigation, arrest or prosecution 
which resulted in the forfeiture. 

- - 

B. 

C. The funding entity shall fully credit the participating law enforcement agency 
with its contributive share of the forfeited property, which share is to be 
dedicated solely for law enforcement purposes in accordance with these 
standards. 



12:2 Leqal authority 

A Under N.J.S.A 2C:64% and N.J.S.A 2C:64-7, the Attorney General or the 
county prosecutor, whichever is the prosecuting agency, shall divide the 
forfeited property according to each law enforcement agency's COntributiOri 
to the swveiilance, investigation, arrest or prosecution which resulted in the 
forfeiture. 

8. These standards are promulgated pursuant to the authority of the Attorney 
General, as the State's Chief law enforcement officer, to provide for the 
general supervision of criminal justice throughout the State- 

12:3 Deleqation of authority of Attorney General in apportionment 

Where the Attorney General is the prosecuting agency, the Director of the Division 
of Criminal Justice is designated to a d  on behalf of the Attorney General in determining 
the relative contributions of participating law enforcement agencies so that an equitable 
division of forfeited property can be made. Further, the Director of the Division of Criminal 
Justice shall be directly responsible for the general administration, execution and 
compliance of the standards governing forfeiture by all law enforcement agencies within 
the State. 

- 
. 

124  Definitions 

The following words and terms when used in the Forfeiture Program Administration 
Standard Operating Procedures, shall have the following meanings, unless the context 
clearly indicated otherwise: 

A. "Contributive share" means the proportionate share of forfeited property 
which is allocated by the prosecuting agency in the exercise of its discretion 
to any participating law enforcement agency based on the participating law 
enforcement agency's relative contribution to the surveillance, investigation, 
arrest or prosecution. 

B. - "'Entity" means the funding,pntity or entity having budgetary control over a 
In the case of the State law participating law enforcement agency. 

enforcement agency, that entity shall be the State Treasury. 

C .  "Forfeited property" means property, proceeds and monies seized and 
subject to a confirming final judgment pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C64-3. 

D. Forfeiture records" means the financial documentation and case files 
maintained in the regular course of business which relates to, and accounts 
for, the seizure, forfeiture and/or disposition of prima facie contraband andor 
property under the authority of N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 et seq. 

E. "Investigative unit" means a State law enforcement investigative agency, 
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bureau, division, section or other unit that engages in criminal investigation, 
surveillance or arrests and which is under the control, direction or 
supervision of the Attorney General in the Department of Law and Public 
Safety. 

F. "Law enforcement purpose"means a purpose which is calculated to enhance 
a law enforcement agency's ability to conduct criminal investigations, 
surveillance, arrests and prosecutions and to respond more fully to the 
effects of crime and, for purposes of these rules, shall be beyond that 
allocated by the law enforcement agency's annual budget. A law 
enforcement purpose shall include expenditures to defray the costs of 
protracted or complex investigations; to educate the public in crime 
prevention techniques: to provide additional technical assistance or 
expertise, which may, for example, include participation in hrnding the 
purchase of Statewide automated fingerprint identification equipment, an 
automated uniform offense and arrest 'report system, the purchase of 
surveillance and undercover transportation and investigation equipment, and 
cohputer hardware and software to enhance the coordination and sharing 
of information among the law enforcement agencies of a county and the 
State; to provide matching funds to obtain Federal law enforcement 
enhancement grants, or for such other purposes as the Attorney General 
may from time to time authorize. 

- 

G. "Participating law enforcement agency" means a law enforcement agency, 
including, but not limited to, a New Jersey State investigative unit, a county 
multi-agency strike force or task force, county prosecutots office, county or 
local police agency, law enforcement agencies of the United States 
Government and law enforcement agencies of State and local jurisdictions 
outside the State of New Jersey which substantially contributes to the 
surveillance, investigation, arrest or prosecution which results in a forfeiture. 

H. "Prosecuting agency" means either the Attorney General or the county 
prosecutor, whichever in a particular case bears the responsibilities for 
prosecuting the defendant or filing the forfeiture action- 

"State law enfcfrcement agency" means any department of the State which 
by itself or through any subordinate investigative unit or other agency, which 
it controls, directs or supervises, engages in law enforcement activities 
through State personnel that are sworn police officers- The Department of 
Law and Public Safety shall be the State law enforcement agency for all 
investigative activity conducted by its investigative units. 

- - 
- r  

I. 

1 2 5  Distribution of Contraband 

Property defined in N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1 as Prima Facie Contraband, which has been 
forfeited shall be destroyed if it can serve no lawful purpose or it presents a danger to the 
public health, safety or welfare. 
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A. Before Prima Facie Contraband can be used by a law enforcement agency, 
a written request shall be made to, and approved by, the Division of Criminal 
Justice, Operations Bureau. The request shall state the law enforcement 
purpose, (as defined in SOP12:4 (f)), duration of use and the law 
enforcement agency that shali maintain custody and control over the 
property. When the property is no longer useful to the law enforcement 
agency, it shall be destroyed. 

1 2 6  Property forfeited that contains or displays any counterfeit copyriqht, 
trademark or reqistration 

Properiy forfeited whicn contains or displays any coitnterfeir brand name, insignia, 
design feature or any other identifiable feature which is protected by United States 
copyright, trademark or registration shall be either: 1) destroyed, or; 2) returned to the 
owner of the copyright, trademark or registration. In lieu of receiving the forfeited property, 
€he owner of the copyright, tradernark or registration may provide written consent to the 
donation of the forfeited property to any charitable or non-profit organization operating 
within the State. 'The charitable or non-profit organization that receives forfeited property 
under this provision, shall use the property in order to fulfil the mission of the organization 
and shall not sell the forfeited property to any person or entity. 

,_ 

. 

127 Law Enforcement Trust Fund for prosecutinq aqency 

All forfeited property other than contraband, or any proceeds resulting from the 
forfeiture and all monies seized or forfeited, shall become the property of the entity funding 
the prosecuting agency'effecting the forfeiture, and shall, if feasible, be placed in a 
dedicated Law Enforcement Trust Fund established by that entity, as outlined by the 
Forfeiture Program Administration Model Standard Operating Procedures. 

12:8 Contributive Share 

Afler deductions are made for security interests and asset maintenance and 
forfeiture prosecution costs, payments shall be made from the SADA or SATA to the 
participating law enforcement agency-State, county, local or other, where the law 
enforcemea agency contributed to the,$urveillance, investigation, arrest or prosecution 
resulting in the forfeiture, in Proportion to that agency's relative contribution as determined 
by the prosecuting agency. Payment shall be made to the Law Enforcement Trust Fund 
established for the participating law enforcement agency. 

12:9 Use of Forfeiture Funds 

A. Moneys in AGLEFA, a CLETA, a MLETA or a MEA shall only be used for law 
enforcement purposes, as defined in this standard operating procedure. All 
expenditures are subjec: to certification of availability by the funding entity, 
which certification should not be unreasonably and ultimately withheld. 
Forfeiture funds shall not be a sowce of revenue to meet normal operating 

NJR&PS Forfeiture Program Adminisi!ation S.O.P. 12 Page 4 



needs of the law enforcement agency. No funding entity shall anticipate 
forfeitures or proceeds therefrom in the adoption and approval of the budget 
for its law enforcement agency. 

B. Forfeiture funds may not be used for payment of regular salaries or to create 
new personnel positions, to pay dues or fees in an organization that 
represents any interest other than a law enforcement interest, such as a bar 
association, or to pay any expense imposed as a condition of maintaining 
professional standing, such as the FAIR Act Attorney Fee. If approved by 
the Division of Criminal Justice, Deputy Director - Operations, forfeiture 
funds may be used to pay the salaries of temporary employees hired for a 
specific function, such as persons with a special expertise which is needed 
for a particular investigation. Funds may be expended from a MLETA or 
MEA only upon the request of the participating law enforcement agency, to 
the appropriate county prosecutor accompanied by a written certification 
that the request complies with the provisions of these standard operating 
procedures, and only upon appropriation to the participating law .- 
enfokement agency in accordance with the accepted budgetary provisions . 
of its funding entity. No expenditure shall be made from either a CLETA, a 
MLETA or MEA without the approval of the appropriate county prosecutor. 
Any expenditure of forfeiture funds, like the expenditure of other public finds, 
shall be subject to the public bidding requirements imposed upon the funding 
entity. 

1210 2 

Where forfeited property, including motor vehicles, cannot be divided as required 
by N.J.S.A. 2C-64-7, the general policy of this State shall be to sell the property and divide 
the proceeds as set forth in this standard operating procedure rather then to retain the 
property for law enforcement use. Where, however, full value cannot be obtained for 
indivisible forfeited property and where the property is needed for a law enforcement 
purpose, the prosecuting agency effecting the forfeiture may determine to retain the 
forfeited property for official use. 

121 1 Procedures for disposinq indiu%ible forfeited property 
* 

If the prosem?ing agency decides to distribute indivlsihk forfeited property to a 
participating law enforcement agency, the participating law enforcement agency must 
reimburse the entity funding the prosecuting agency for any moneys that were expended 
by that entity in furtherance of securing a perfected interest in or clear title to the forfeited 
property. If the participating law enforcement agency does not agree to such 
reimbursement, or if other agreement cannot be reached by all interests parties, the 
forfeited property shall be sold and the proceeds shall be distributed as set forth in this 
standard operating procedure. 

1212 Procedures for apportioninq forfeited property 
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A Calculation of the contributive share of any participating law enforcement 
agency is to be determined in the discretion of the prosecuting agency. The 
distribution decision of the prosecuting agency shall generally reflect the 
relative contribution of any law enforcement agency participating in any of 
the acts which led to the seizure or forfeiture of the property- 

B. A participating law enforcement agency shall submit a written request for 
distribution as detailed in Forfeiture Proqram Administration Standard 
Operatinq Procedure 07 within 90 days of the seizure and file the request 
with the prosecuting agency. 

121 3 Criteria for apportioninq forfeited property 

A In determining the contributing share of any participating law enforcement 
agency, the prosecuting agency shall consider the following enumerated 
factors: 

I. ' The amount of money directly expended in pursuing the case: These 
funds, while "out-of-pocket" costs of the case itself, generally are not 
directly tied to an asset seized for forfeiture- Thus, these 
expenditures are not to be included with the asset maintenance and 
forfeiture prosecution costs which are to be deducted prior to 
calculation of law enforcement agency's contributive share. 
Payments for information or assistance relating to or in furtherance 
of a law enforcement investigation are costs associated with the 
underlying criminal investigation itself, independent of a forfeiture 
action. Nevertheless, because the expended money represents an 
identifiable out-of-pocket expense, the prosecuting agency money 
represents an identifiable out-of-pocket expense, the prosecuting 
agency shall generally reimburse such costs as fully as possible in 
determining a law enforcement agency's contributive share. 

2. The agency which initiated the case: The initiating law enforcement 
agency may well have been able to proceed with a criminal 
investigation without the assistance of others. To the extent that 
agency allaboratgd with other law enforcement agencies to further 
an investigation and develop a more significant ase,  it should not 
"lose" the value of an asset which it may in the normal course, and 
without assistance from other law enforcement agencies, have 
obtained independently. In these circumstances, the contributive 
share of the initiating law enforcement agency may be calculated in 
a greater than pure percentage contribution fashion in order to 
encourage and foster future law enforcement cooperation. 
Furthermore, the agency which initiated the case may have made an 
insignificant manpower contribution to the forfeiture. For example, a 
stop by a State Trooper could result in a find of a large cache of drug 
money. The few moments expended by the trooper would be far less 

- - 
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than expended in the prosecution of the case itself, which could, 
indeed, result in a major prosecution if the investigation could ascend 
the drug distribution hierarchy. Nevertheless, the "but for" nature of 
the trooper's act may warrant a greater contributive share for his 
agency than would be calculated solely by considering manpower or 
costs expended. 

3. The agency which identified the asset: An asset may, for example, 
be identified as subject to forfeiture by using evidence contained in 
financial records, just as inconsistencies between one's net worth or 
purchases and legitimate known sources of income Mn reveal illegal 
income. Investigative accounting techniques may show that 
unlawful& acquired income was used to infiltrate or purchase a 
business or indirectly to acquire other apparently legitimate property. 
Thus, demonstration of a connection between the proceeds of crime 
and property would enable the forfeiture of that asset. Under these 
circumstances, the law enforcement agency's identification of the 
assets or business as an ultimate product of criminal activity could 
significantly expand the value of forfeiture in a particular case and 
may be appropriately rewarded. 

' 

4. The manpower expended in pursuing the case, including overtime 
costs: Manpower expenditures provide a reasonable indication of a 
law enforcement agency's efforts in pursuing a case, and thus its 
contribution to the overall law enforcement effort- It will undoubtedly 
be difficult or impossible to be completely accurate, however, in 
evaluating this cost, since officers will rarely work on only one case. 

5. The law enforcement agency actively participates in and contributes 
personnel or other resources to a multi-jurisdictional task force. 

6. The relative needs of the law enforcement agencies involved: 
Generally, these needs are not to be a factor in calculating a 
contributive share. In an unusual case involving a particularly large 
forfeiture, however,,$is would become a consideration in order to 
assure that forfeited assets are in fact used to enhance law 
enforcement efforts The Attorney General, as chief law enforcement 
officer of the State, or the prosecutor, as chief law enforcement officer 
of a county, should, in making a decision distributing forfeited 
property, take into account the needs of the law enforcement 
agencies within his jurisdiction. Thus, from a public policy 
perspective, the prosecuting agency may in its discretion determine 
that division of forfeited property be made other than in a purely 
mathematical allocation based in contribution. 

- - 

7. Alternative availability of the asset to the agency in the near future 
from other seizures: if two participating law enforcement agencies 
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are equally entitled to forfeited property or proceeds and one of the 
agencies, but not the other, regularly obtains forfeited funds, it is 
proper to consider that fact in calculating a contributive share. In 
general, of course, contributive shares are to be calculated on each 
participating law enforcement agency's relative contribution: 
Nevertheless, as discussed above, a factor to consider in dividing 
forfeitures is the overall effect on law enforcement within the State. 
Where tangible and indivisible property is to be distributed, the 
prosecuting agency, in deciding which participating law enforcement 
agency is to have the use of the property, should consider whether 
either agency may be able to obtain similar property alternatively in 
Che near future. 

12:14 Nlonitorinq, reportinq and auditinq procedures 

- A .  

B. 

C. 

0 - 

D: 

A law enforcement agency distributing, receiving or expending forfeited 
property, proceeds or money shall maintain the full records documenting 
th&e distributions, receipts and expenditures. Every law enforcement 
agency distributing, receiving or expending such property or funds shall 
submit a quarterly report documenting those distributions,- receipts and 
expenditures to both the Attorney General and the appropriate county 
prosecutor, as detailed in Forfeiture Promam Administration Standard 
Operating Procedures 08 and 09. 

The Attorney General and the county prosecutor shall institute a record 
keeping system that fully document the seizure, return, (if applicable) 
forfeiture, distribution and use of all property subject to forfeiture or 
proceeds derived from the disposition of said property. Any record keeping 
systems used by a county prosecutor to maintain forfeiture records shall by 
reviewed and approved by the Division of Criminal Justice, Operations 
Bureau prior to its implementation or use. 

All county and municipal forfeiture records shall be audited as authorized in 
N. J.S.A. 40A5-4 et seq. A copy of the final audit report for each forfeiture 
records audit shall be Lorwarded to the Division of Criminal Justice, 
Operations Buteau. 

The Attorney General reserves the right to audit the forfeiture records of any 
law enforcement agency. This right shall not restrict or impede the Attorney 
General's supervisory power pursuant to the Criminal Justice Act of 1970, 
N.J.S.A 52:17B-97 et seq., or any other law, rule, regulation, directive, 
opinion or agreement. The Attorney General may assess the county 
prosecutors for the cost of conducting audits of forfeiture records. These 
administrative costs shall be within a maximum established by agreement 
from time to time between the Attorney General and a majority of the county 
prosecutors. The cost of the audit may be assessed against the audited 
agency's law enforcement trust fund. 

~ 
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E. The prosecutor of each county may audit the forfeiture records of any 
municipal law enforcement agency or any coatition of municipal law 
enforcement agencies within that county. The cost of the audit may be 
assessed against the audited agency's law enforcement trust fund. 

AUTHORITY: kLz - 
PFTER VERNIERO, A ~ O R N E Y  GENERAL 

J I- 
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Delegation of  Authority of Attorney General in 
Apportionment 12:3 12- 2 

Designated Chief Executive/Law Enforcement Agency 1 :5 1 -  2 
Attorney General 1 -  2 
County Prosecutor 1 -  3 
Public Safety Director - Chief of Police 1 -  3 

Determination of a Non-Law Enforcement Agency 1 1-2 11- 1 

Direct Purchase of Equipment by Agency 10- 2 

Disbursements to a Non-Law Enforcement Agency - .  

SOPNo. 11 11- 1 

Disposal of Indivisible Forfeited Property 121 0 

- - 
DistribuGoG of Contraband 12:5 16 

Distribution of Forfeited Property to Participating 

- -  

Law Enforcement Agencies - SOP NO. 12 

12- 5 

12- 3 

12- 1 

Distribution of Forfeited Property/Requests - SOP No. 07 7 -  1 

Division of Criminal Justice Asset Forfeiture/ 
Property Management Office 2:5 2 -  5 
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DL&PS Cash Management Fund Seized Asset Dedicated 
Account (SADA) 2 -  2 

Seized Asset Trust Account (SATA) 2 -  2 
$50,000 Seizures 2 -  2 
Limitations on Disbursements from the DL&PS 

Seized Asset Dedicated Account 2 - 2-3 

Entity, defined 12- 2 

Establishment of  an Asset Maintenance Account 2 4  
Interest 
Expenditures 
Applicable Use Standard 

Establishment of the Attorney General’s Law Enforcement 
Forfeiture Account (AGLEFA) 2:2 

Department’of the Treasury 
Office of Attorney General 
Forfeited Property 
Forfeited Funds 
Division of State Police 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Division of Criminal Justice 
Interest Generated by AGLEFA 
State General Treasury 
Attorney GeneraVDisbursements from AGLEFA 
Director of Office of Management and Budget 

Establishment of Forfeited and Seized Trust Funds 3:2 

Establishment of a Law Enforcement Trust Fund 4:2 
Municipal Law Enforcement Trust Account (MLETA) 
Establishment of MLETA 
Disburzements from MLETA or W A  
Seized Asset Trust Account 
Maintenance Expenditures 

Establishment of a Seized Asset Dedicated Account 23 

Failure to Submit Form A to Prosecuting Agency 7:3 

Federal and State Forfeitures/Management of Funds and 
Property Received - SOP No. 01 

2 -  4 
2 - 4 
2 - 4 
2 -  5 

2 -  1 
2 -  1 
2 -  1 
2 - 1 
2 -  1 
2 -  1 
2 - 1 
2 -  1 
2 - 1 
2 - 1 
2 - 2 
2 - 2 

3 -  1 

4 -  1 
4 -  1 
4 -  1 
4 -  2 
4 -  3 
4 -  3 

2 -  2 

7 -  3 

1 -  1 
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Federal laws and regulations 

Forfeited Property 6:4 
Transfer of Ownership 

Forfeited Property, defined 

Forfeited Records, defined 

Form A - Request for Distrr’bution of Forfeited Propem 
Preparation of Form A 7:2 

Form 6 - County Forfeiture Program Report 
Instructions for Completion of Form 6 Report 8:2 

Form C - Municipal Forfeiture Program Report 
Instru~tions/Completion of the F orrn C Report 9:2 

Form D - Request for Forfeiture Fund Distribution to a 
Non-Law Enforcement Agency 

Instructions For Completion of Form D 11-3 

Form E - United States Currency Sizure Report 

Form F - Reailocation of Property or Services 
Forms of  Reallocations 10-3 

Guide to Equitable Sharinq of Federallv Forfeited Propertv for 
State and Local Law Enforcement Aqencies (March 1994 or 
current edition); US. Department of Justice 

Guide to Equitable Sharinq for Foreiqn Countries & Federal, 
State and Local Law Enforcement Aqencies - (October 1996 
or currerit edition); US. Departmey of the Treasury 

* 
Internal Audit and Compliance Review 2:7 

Investigative Unit, defined 

Law Enforcement Trust Fund for Prosecuting Agency 127 

Law enforcement purpose, defined 

1 -  1 

6 - 3  
6 - 3-4 

12-  2 

12 -  2 

7 -  2pp. 
7 -  1-3 

8 -  11 pp- 
8 -  1-5 

9 -  5pp. 
9 -  1-3 

11 - 3pp. 

11- 2 

5 - 4 

10- 3 p p .  
10- 2 

1 -  2 

1 -  2 

2 -  7 

12- 2 

1 2 -  4 

12- 3 
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Maintenance and Use of Seized Property by County 
and Municipal Law Enforcement Agencies 612 6 -  1 

Maintenance and Use of Seized Property by State 
Law Enforcement Agencies 6:3 6 - 2  

Maintenance Expenditures 6 5  6 - 4  

Management of Funds and Property Received from 
State and Federal Forfeitures - SOP No. 01 1 -  1 

MLETA/Municipal Law Enforcement Trust Account 4 -  1 

Monitoring, Reporting and Auditing Procedures 1214 12-  8-9 

Municipal Forfeiture Program Administration - SOP No. 04 4 -  1 

Municipal Forfeiture Program Reports - SOP No. 09 9- 1 

J, 

12- 1 

1 -  1 

N.J.A.C. 13:77.1, et seq.. see SOP No. 12 

N.J.S.A. 2C:64-1, e t  seq. (civil forfeiture) 

N.J.S.A. 2C:41-1, e t  seq. (racketeering) 1 -  1 

N.J.S.A. 2C:21-25, et  seq. (financial facilitation o f  crime) 1 -  1 

N e w  Jersey Forfeiture Program Administration 
Standard Operating Procedures 1 -  1 

Noncompliance 1 :6 7 -  3 
Barred from participation 1 -  3 
Offsets f rom future sharing 1 -  3 
Civg cnforcement actions 1 -  3 
Prosecution for violations of applicable criminal laws 1 -  3 

Non-Law Enforcement AgencylFund Disbursement 11- 1 

Participating law enforcement agency, defined 

Prosecuting agency, defined 

Policy Statement 1 :l 

12- 3 

12-  3 

1 -  1 
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Policy Statement 2: 1 
Policy Statement 3:l 
Policy Statement 4:l 

2- 1 
3 - 1 
4 - 1 

Policy Statement 5: 1 
Policy Statement 6:l 
Policy Statement 7:l 
Policy Statement 8:l 

5 - 1 
6 -  1 
7 -  1 
8 -  1 

Policy Statement 9: 1 
Policy Statement 7 0:l 
Policy Statement 1 1 :1 
Policy Statement 1 2 1  

9 - 1 
10- 1 
1 1 -  1 
12- 1 

Procedures for Apportioning Forfeited Property 12:12 12- 5 
. .  .- - 

1. 

Procedures for Disposing Indivisible Forfeited Property 12:11 1 2 -  5 

Property Forfeited that Contains or Displays any Counterfeit 
Copyright. Trademark or Registration 1216 1 2 -  4 

Reallocation of Property or Services - (Form F) 10-6 1 0 -  2 

Reaflocation of Property - Attachment I 1 0 -  3pp*  

Reallocation to DL&PS of Property Purchased with 
Forfeited Funds by a Governmental Agency - SOP No. 10 1 0 -  1 

Record Keeping Requirements for Agency Purchase 10- 3 

Removal of Reallocated Equipment from State Service 10-7 1 0 -  4 

Request for Forfeiture Fund Distribution to a Non-Law 
Enforcema Agency (Form D) 11 -3 

Requesting Law Enfurcement Aggncy Responsibilities 
Completion of Form D 
Review by County Prosecutor 
Review by Division of Criminal Justice 

1 1 -  2 
7 1 -  2 
1 1  - 2-4 
1 1 -  4 
1 1 -  4 

-2 

Restrictions on Equipment or Services U s e  10-4 10- 2 

SADA/Seized Asset Dedicated Account 2 - 2  

State of New Jersey - Forfeiture Program Administration - SOP Index Page 6 



SATA/ Seized Asset Trust Account 2 -  2 

Seized and Forfeited Property Management - SOP No, 06 

Seized CurrencylAccounting - SOP No. 05 

Seizure of Foreign Currency 5:3 

Seizure of Unitcd States Currency 5:2 
Accounting for Seized Currency 
Security Procedures for Currency 

Separate Accorinting for State and Federa1 Forfe'mres 1 :4 

SOP No. 01 - Manaqement of Funds and Property Received 

Applicability: A 11 Forfeiture Program Administrators 
-. from State and Federal Forfeitures 

SOP No. 02 - Administration-cf-State Forfeiture Proqram 
Applicability: State & County Programs 

SOP No. 03 - Countv Prosecutor's Office 

Applicabilit y: All Forfeiture Program Administrators 
- Forfeiture Proqrams 

SOP No. 04 - Administration of a Municipal 

Applicability: All Forfeiture Program Administrators 
- Forfeiture Proqram 

SOP No. 05 - Accountinq for Ssized Currency 
Applicability: All Sworn Law Enforcement Officers 

SOP No. 06 - Seized and Forfeited Property Manaqement 
ApplicabilitF All  forfeiture Program Administrators - -  - -  * < p  

SOP Nc. 87 - Requests for Distribution of 

Applicability: All Law Enforcement Officers 
Forfeited Property 

SOP No. Cfs - County Forfeiture Proqram Reports 
Applicability: A l l  Forfeiture Program Administrators 

6 -  1 

5 -  1 

5 -  3 

5 -  1 
5 -  1 
5 -  2 

1 -  2 

1 -  1 
1 -  1 

2 -  1 
2 -  1 

3- 1 
3 -  1 

4 -  1 
4 -  1 

5 -  1 
5 -  1 

6 -  1 
6 -  1 

7 -  1 
7 -  1 

8 -  1 
8 -  1 

.. . 
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SOP No, 09 - Municipal Forfernre Proqram Reports 9 -  1 
Applicability: AN Forfeiture Program Administrators 9 - 1 

SOP No- 10 - Reallocation to the Department of Law & 
Public Safety of Property Purchased 
with Forfeited Funds by a 
Governmental Aqency 10- 1 

App/icabi.it y: AM Forfeiture Program Particbating Agencies 10 - 1 

SOP No. 11 - Fund Disbursement to a Non-Law 

Applicability: All Forfeiture Program Participating Agencies 11 - 1 
Enforcement Aqencv 1 7 -  1 

SOP No, 12 - Distribution of Forfeited Property to 
Participatina Law Enforcement Aqencies 12- 1 

App ticabilit y: Al/ Law Enforcement Personnel 12- 1 
12- 1 Supersedes: N . J . k C .  13:77.1, et. seq. 

10- 1 Source of Funding for Reallocations 10-2 

Standards for the Holding Period and Tracking 
of Forfeiture Property 216 

Standards for the Holding Period and Tracking 
of Forfeiture Property 313 

Standards for  the Holding Period and Tracking 
of Forfeiture Property 4-3 

2 - 5 

3 - 6 

4 - 3-4 

2 - 1 State Forfeiture Program/Administration - SOP No. 02 

State Law Enforcement Agency, defined 12- 3 

State taws and regulations 

Statute of Limitations on Claims 616 

- - -- . -  

Use of Forfeiture Funds 1219 

:i 

1 -  1 . 

6 - 4  

12- 4 

# # # #  
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