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How can we help?

Sexual Assault is considered a serious crime in the State of New Jersey and there is help available. The
Warren County Office of Victim Witness Advocacy provides assistance to victims to help lessen the loss, and
inconvenience suffered as a result of this crime.

The Office of Victim Witness Advocacy can help you apply for reimbursement of medical expenses and/or
loss of earnings through the New Jersey Victims of Crime Compensanon Office (VCCO). Our advocates can also
act as a liaison, assisting with counseling and social service agencies.

If you feel that you are in need of immediate support or counseling services please contact the Domestic
Abuse and Sexual Assault Crisis Center of Warren County. They provide free and confidential services on their 24
hour helpline at 866-6BE-SAFE or 908-453-4181.

Our office can also provide guidance on no contact orders in cases that are criminally prosecuted or
information on where to apply for a Sexual Assault Survivor Protection Act (S.A.S.P.A.) restraining order, in cases
without criminal charges. If you’d like to file for a Sexual Assault Survivors Protection Act (S.A.S.P.A) restraining
order, please contact the Warren County Family Court Division at 908-750-8100 Extension 13940, and a member
of the Family Division staff will contact you regarding the application.

For statewide information on additional resources you can visit, https://njcasa.org/our-work/resources/

If you have questions about the status of the criminal investigation or prosecution, please contact your
Victim Advocate Kassandra Gray at 908-475-6050. Ms. Gray can answer questions you may have and she can
schedule a time for you to meet with the Assistant Prosecutor assigned to your case.

If you would like further information, or have any questions, please feel free to contact the Office of Victim

Witness Advocacy in the strictest of confidence, at 908-475-6284.

mcerely,

Adult” [peket
Lori A. Cra1g ; j
Victim Witness Coordinator



The Sexual Assault Victim’s Bill of Rights was enacted in 2019 to outline basic protections
and fundamental rights for survivors. As a survivor of sexual violence, the time immediately
following an assault can seem confusing and overwhelming. Next steps in the aftermath of an
assault should be led by the survivor.

No matter what a survivor chooses to do in the aftermath of an assault, they should know their rights
are guaranteed, even if the assault is not reported to law enforcement. The Sexual Assault Victim’s Bill of
Rights declares all survivors of sexual violence have the right to be treated with dignity and compassion and the
right to be free from blame. The Bill of Rights also affirms that the survivor should be free from any suggestion
that they contributed to the risk of being assaulted. Sexual violence is never the fault of the survivor.

SURVIVORS HAVE THE RIGHT TO:

Choose whether to report to law enforcement.

Be free from any suggestion that they must report
the crime to have their rights guaranteed.

Be free from any suggestion that victims should
refrain from reporting crimes in order to avoid
unwanted personal publicity.

Have their report of sexual assault treated seriously.

SURVIVORS HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED OF AND ACCESS:

Existing medical, counseling, mental health,
or other services available for victims of sexual
assaulit, whether or not the crime is reported to
law enforcement.

Treatment and interviews provided in a language
in which the victim is fluent.

Assistive devices to accommodate disabilities that
the victim may have.

Testing for HIV or any other sexually transmitted
infections and assistance with compelling and
disclosing the results of testing for a communicable
disease from the person who caused harm.




SURVIVORS HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE INFORMED OF AND ACCESS:

« Evidence collection and preservation. Evidence
collection is time sensitive and should occur within
five days of the assault. Survivors can choose to
have evidence collected whether or not they pursue
a criminal case, All forensic evidence is retained for
aminimum of five years. If the survivor chooses to
report to police, either at the time of collection or
later, they can request information on the status
of the evidence.

* Financial compensation. The Victims of Crime
Compensation Office (VCCO) offers assistance with
accessing compensation for expenses that occurred
as a result of an assault, including the cost of mental
health counseling, medical bills, relocation, and loss
of earnings. Survivors can reach the VCCO at (877)
658-2221 or www.NJVictims.org.

» Acivil protective order. Under the Sexual Assault
Survivor Protection Act of 2015, survivors can seek
a civil protective order against the person who
caused them harm if there is risk of further harm.

If you are in immediote danger, call 971.

New Jersey Coalition Against Sexual Assault
WWW.Njcasa.org
24-hour Statewide Hotline:
(800) 601-7200

The no-cost services of a Sexual Assault Response
Team (SART), if the survivor is over the age of
13. A SART is comprised of 3 Confidential Sexual
Violence Advocate (CSVA), a Law Enforcement
Officer (LEO), and a Forensic Nurse Examiner (FNE).

»The CSVA is a confidential resource who can
support the survivor through the SART process.
The CSVA provides emotional support and can
help the survivor explore their rights, options,
and available resources.

« The LEO can provide thorough and objective
assistance in responding to and conducting a
criminal investigation of sexual assault.

« If the assault occurred within the last five days,
the FNE can tend to the medical needs of the
survivor and perform a Sexual Assault Forensic
Exam (SAFE) Kit to collect forensic evidence. The
survivor can choose to work with one, two,
or all three of the SART members.
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The New Jersey Coalition Agalnst Sexual Assault {NJCASA} is the statewide
organization representing 21 county-based rape crisis centers and Rutgers
University’s Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance. NICASA
elevates the voice of survivors and service providers through advocacy,
training, and support for efforts to create safer communities for all people,
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In New Jersey, victims of sexual violence are afforded the following rights:

(1)

2

3)

(4)

G)

'To have any allegation of sexual assault treated
seriously; to be treated with dignity and compassion;
and to be notified of existing medical, counseling,
mental health, or other services available for victims
of sexual assault, whether or not the crime is reported
to law enforcement;

To be free, to the extent consistent with the New
Jetsey or United States Constitution, from any
suggestion that victims are responsible for the
commission of crimes against them or any suggestion
that victims wete contributorily negligent or assumed

the risk of being assaulted;

To be free from any suggestion that victims are to report
the crimes to be assured of any other guaranteed right
and that victims should refrain from reporting crimes in
order to avoid unwanted personal publicity;

‘When applicable, to no-cost access to the services of 2
sexual assault responsc team comprised of: a certified
forensic nurse examiner, a confidential sexual violence
advocate, and a law enforcement official as provided in
accordance with the Attorney General’s Standards for
Providing Services to Victims of Sexual Assault, and the
choice to opt into or out of any of the team’s services;

To be informed of, and assisted in exercising, the right
to be confidentially or anonymously tested for acquired
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) or infection with
the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or any other
related virus identified as a probable causative agent of
AIDS; and to be informed of, and assisted in exercising,
any rights that may be provided by law to compel and
disclose the results of testing of a sexual assault suspect
for communicable discases;

(6) To have forensic medical evidence, if collected, retained
for 2 minimum of five years, and to receive information
about the status of the evidence upon request;

(7) 'To choose whether to participate in any investigation
of the assault;

(8) To reasonable efforts to provide treatment and
interviews in a language in which the victim is fluent
and the right to be given access to appropriate assistive
devices to accommodate disabilities that the victim
may have, whether temporary or long term;

(9) To information and assistance in accessing specialized
mental health services; protection from further violence;
other appropriate community or governmental services,
including services provided by the Victims of Crime
Compensation Office; and all other assistance ayailable
to crime victims under current law;

(10) To be apprised of the availability and process by
which a court may order the taking of testimony
from a victim via closed circuit television in
accordance with section 1 of PL.1985, ¢.126
(C.2A:84A-32.4); and

(11) To be apprised of the availability and process by which
to seck protections through a temporary or final
protective order under the “Sexual Assault Survivor
Protection Act of 2015,” P1..2015, c.147 (C.2C:14-13
et seq.), if the victim believes that the victim is at risk
for re-victimization or further harm by the perpetrator.




“I(1)  Que toda denuncia de agresidn scxual sca tratada :
-+ con seriedad; ser tratada/o con dignidad y compasién; - . -
.y de ser notificada/o de servicios disponibles yasean - " .
“médicos, de conscjerfa y asesoramiento, de salud ©* o
-mental, 6 de otros tipos disponibles para las victimas ..
" de agresién sexual ya sea que se hayarcportadael - (7)
+delito a las agencias del orden publico o no, .

o

‘De estar libres, ¢n la medida compatible con la : (8)
~Constitucion de Nueva Jersey o de Los Estados - "
- Unidos, de cualquier inferencia que las victimas
- son las responsables por los delitos que se cometen _
~“en su'contra o de alguna inferencia que las. victimas =~
* contribuyeron al delito por su negligencia o que - =

ot asumido el riesgo de ser agredidas/os.
.(3) ' De estar libres de cualquier inferencia que las . S
7 victimas deben reportar los delitos para que seles

- -asegure algtin otro derecho garantizado y que las 0.~
" victimas deben evitar reportar los delitos para evitar - :

0 publicidad personal no deseada,

“' (9 . Cuando aplique, al acceso sin costo a los servicios de un -
- equipo de respuesta a fa agresién sexual comprendido por.

" ina enfermera examinadora forense certificada, un asesor .-

. confidencial de violencia sexual, y un oficial del orden -

. plblico como lo indican los Estandares de la Oficina del .- .-

Fiscal General af'aréi proveer servicios a las Victimas de - -

" Agresién Sexual, y de tener la opcién de participarono . 5
con los servicios que provee el equipo y que usted escoja. ()

De que se le informe y que se le ayude a cjercer sy .

- derecho a obtener pruebas confideniciales para detectar -

el Sindrome de Inmunodeficiencia Adquirida (SIDA) .=

" o la infeccién con el Virus de Inmunodeficiencia
> Humana (VIH) o de cualquier otro virus relacionado e - -

-~ identificado como probable agente causante del SIDA; .

'y de permanecer informada/o y recibir asistenciaal o

- gjercer cualquier derecho que le otorgue la ley para -
tequerir y divulgar los resultados de prucbas quesele

~hayan hecho a un sospechoso de agresién sexual pata -~ "

' detectar enfermedades transmisibles; -1

L0 NEw Jersey ORFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL -

. 'EnNueva Jersey a las victimas de violencia sexual se les otorgan

. forenses, si es que se han colectado; por un minimo
““de cinco afios, y de recibir informaci6n sobre la.
* condicién/estatus de las evidencias cuando la solicite. :

Decidir si participar 0 1o en la investigacion * .
e b mgtesibn, L o

. tratamiento y entrevistas en el idioma enel quela
victima hable con fluidez y dar acceso a dispositivos
- “de asistencia adecuados en relacién a cualquier
. -incapacidad aydsea
“temporal o a

A tener informacién y ayuda para poder tener
' -acceso a servicios especializados de salud mental; - -
a proteccidn contra nuevos actos de violencia; a' -
- otros servicios apropiados ya sean comunitarios o

. gubernamentales, incluyendo los servicios proveidos -
~+por la Oficina de Compensacién para Victimas del
. Crimen; y toda otra ayuda disponible a victimas de -

“delitos conforme a las leyes vigentes. . v

o

(C2A84A-324)5y

“‘proceso para solicitar proteccion mediante una -
~ orden de alejamiento temporal o permanente
- conforme a ‘la Ley de protecci \ _
: - de agresiones sexuales 'gel 20157 PL.2015, ¢ 147

~(C2C:14-13 et seq.), si la victima cree que corre el 7
. tiesgo de ser victima de nuevo

. por parte del autor, . i

los siguientes derechos:

Que s guarden los resltados de las pruchas médicas

Que sc hagan esfuerzos razonables para proveer . -

_;}iie pueda tener la victima ya sea
argo plazo; i

De ser informadalo de la disponibilidad y el proceso

por ¢l cual un tribunal puede ordenar testimonio de - e

una victima 2 través de circuito cetrado de television -
conforme a la seccién 1 de PL. 1985,'c.126 " -

De se informadafo sobre a disponibilidad yel

y f roteccion a sobrevivientes.

‘o de dafio adicional -

~ DIVISION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE
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Family — SASPA Complaint
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J
How to File a New Jersey Sexual Assault Survwor Protection Act (SASPA) Complamt
Superior Court of New Jersey -~ Chancery Division ~ Family Part

**Please be advised this packet is intended to only be used during the COVID-19 crisis.**

Who Should Use This Packet?
This packet should only be used the first time you file for a Sexual Assault Survivor Protective Order.

Use this packet if you are:
A victim of nonconsensual sexual contact, sexual penetration, or lewdness, (see definitions on page 3) or any attempt at
such conduct, and who does net meet the definition of a “domestic viclence victim” in the Prevention of Domestic
Violence Act (PDVA).
e A victim's parent or guardian may file on behalf of the victim in any case in which the victim:
o 18 less than 18 years of age; or
o has a developmental disability or a mental dmease or defect that renders the victim temporarily or
permanently incapable of understanding the nature of the victim’s conduct, including, but not limited to,
being incapable of providing consent
Do NOT use this packet if:
»  You meet the definition of a “victim” under the PDVA - N.J.8.A. 2C:25-19 (d)(a) which is as follows:
o A person protected by the PDVA includes any person:
= 'Who is 18 years of age or older, or whois an emanmpated minor, and who has been subjected to '
domestic violence by: '
' % Spouse

% Former spouse
A

%+ Any other person who is a present household member or was at any time a household
membet, or

= Who, regardless of age, has been S‘llb_] ected to domestic violence by a person:

4

- % With whom the victim has a child in common, or
# With whom the victim anticipates having a child in common, if one of the parties is

preguant, or has been subjected to domestic violence by a person with whom the vzctlm
has had a datmg relationship.

NOTE: If you are a victim of domestic violence and want to file for a domestic violence restraining order, please contact
your local law enforcement agency.

+ Ifyou are filing on behalf of a minor child and the person you are filing against is a parent or guardian of the minor
 child, you cannot file under the Sexual Assault Survivor Protection Act. You must call the Division of Permanency
and Protection at: 1-877 NJ ABUSE (1-877-652-2873); TTY/TDD 1-800-835-5510

Note: These materials have been prepared by the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts for use by self-represented litigants. The guides,
instructions, and forms will be periodically updated as necessary to refiect current New Jersey statutes and court nules. The most recent version of

the forms will be available at the county courthouse or on the Judiciary’s Infernet site pjcourts.gov. However, you are ultimately responsible for
the content of your court papers. .

Completed forms are to be submitted to your local Family Division. A list of Family Division Offices can be found
on .15199.1,1_11_529._

Revised: 08/2020, CN: 12550 (How to File a SASPA Complamt) : page 1 of 10
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