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Harness Ra~.in~ 
Equine Fatality Report 

Adopted Amendments: N.J.A.C. '13.7'€-4.'t aid 2 .24 

Proposed_ December 2, 2019, at SI N.J.R. 1751(a)..(The notice of 
proposal ~cvould have expired on December 2, 2020, but ~cras 
ettendeci b5~ Executive Order No. 127 (2020) and ~P. L. 2021, c. 
103, to January 1, 2022). 

Adopted: Jule 21, 2021, by the Neu Jersey Racing Commission, 
Judith A. Nason, Executive IDuector. 

Fi(ed: August 7, 2021, as R2021 d.099, Fvi~ti ion-s~bsYantial 
changes not requiring additional notice and public comment (see 

Authority: N.J.S.A. 5:~-30. 

Effective Date: September 7, 2021. , 
Expiration Date: August 28, 2024. 

Summary of Public Comments and Agency Responses: 
The official comment period ended ou January 31, 202 . The New 

Jersey Rtzcing Commission (Commission) received coLuments frotu die 

fO~lOGVLII~T lI1CI1V1C.~11c11S. 

1. Deiuiis A. Drazin, Chairman and CEO' of °Darby Developtuent 
2. Jean Public, a member of the public. 
1. COMMENT: Comnlentiiig on fhe notification requireruent at 

N.~C.A.C. 13:70-14.16(d) I,.Mr. Drazin believes that there is ̀ ambiguity in 
desi~iating exactly c~-ho is responsible to provide the verbal notificarioii" 
and he thinks drat `'there should be. clarificatiou:d~at it is the trainer's 
respousibilin~°' to norify the State Ste~vard or a Coniinissiou vetei-inariui. 
Mr. Drazui states that he assumes drat the Coin~iussion does `~~iot intend 
to require mulripLe .verbal noEircations b5~ trainers; v~terinariaas, a~td 

o~~~iers•of horses." 

RESPONSE: The Goctuuission will change N.J:A.C. 13:71-20:4(d)1 
upon adoption to incorpoi~te the non-substantial c(iange of the additional 

language "b_y the trainer or.the trainer's designee" to specify- that it shall 
E3e tl~e trainer or die trainer's designee «°ho must iiarify die State Stec~~ard 
or Camuiission veterinarian ~of the death of a horse under die trainer's 
care. The trainer or tlic trainer's designee untst provide such verbal 

notifcarion widun one hour of the horse's death a~td the trainer shall be 
die party i~ltimateLS- liable for any failure of notice. 

2. COMMENT: Ms. Public conuneuts drat the form of the equine 
fatality report should be subject to public re~~ieFv "so that die public can 

comment on whether tltat form has euougli uiforniation on it." 
RESPONSE: N_J.A.C. 13:71-20.24(b) sets forth certain u~fonuation 

that must be included in the equuie faYaiit~~ report and allocus the 

Co~niuission to require anjr other iiif'arniatioti deemed necessa~~. A person 

or entity who would like to review the cgiiu~e fatality report it~a5~ file a 

request p~rrsuant to the Open Public Records Act to obtain a copy of the 

form. Al~~° request to change the utforniation required at N.J.A.C. 13:71-

20.24(b) beyond the amendments proposed. at ~ 1 N..T. R. 17~ 1(a) and 

adopted herein may be submitted to t1Le ~Conuaission in a petition for 

ni(entaltiing. 

3. COMMENT: Ms. Public makes conunetits regarding the aae of 

horses racing, the use of medication u~ race Horses, acid izer perceplioiis on 

the motives of horse ot~iters aiid veterinarians. 
RESPONSE: Ms. Public's contntents oci these subjects .are outside die 

scope Qf this n~lemaking. 

Federxi Stxctc~accis Statement 

A Federal standards analysis is not rec{uired as there are no Federal 
standards or requirenie~tts applicable to.the adopted aLnendntents. 

Fu(( test of the adoption follows (additions to proposal utdicated iii 
- -- boid~ace with asterisks *thus'`; deletions Eroui proposal indicated in 

brackets ~~riih asterisk *(t(iusJ*): 

[~`C~~~' J~FtS~I' R[;C[STf'sEt, ~I'UESD~Y. SEE'TEt~~~BER ;,'G?i (C[TE ~3 \.J.~2. 1 07) 



LAW f~NJ PUBLIC SAFETY ADOP".TiONS 

SUBCHAPTER 4_ DEFINITIONS 

13.7 l -4. ] Def u~ itions 

(a) (No change.) 

{b) The follow-ing words and terms, when used in tlus chapter, shall 

leave the fol.lo~~uig meanings wiless the co~itext clearly indicates 

otltenvise: 

"Post-iiiortem nccrops_y" means a thorough exa~nu~ation of a ]gorse's 

remains by a licensed veterinar~~ practitioner io deternzine tl~e cause of 

death and other i~~forniatioii about ilie condition of a deceased horse. 

SUBCHAPTER 20. RULES OF RP.CTNG 

13:71-2024 Eq~u~~e fat~nlity report; past-mortem necropsy 

(a) Upon tl~e death of a horse on any part of flee growids of a New 

Jersey racetrack or aff-track training facility, an equine fatality repori shall 

be submitted to the Ne~v Jersey Racing Commission widen 48 hours. It 

shall be the responsibility of flee trainer of die deceased animal to file the 

equine fatality report ~+~itli the State Stc~vard or Chief State Veterinarian. 

(b) The equi~~e fatality report shall be on forms prescribed and 

furnished by tl~e Commission and shall be filed out entirel}~; legibly and 
spec~call5~, and i~~clude the fotlowv~g information and any other 

iuf'onnation deemed necessary by the Conunission: 
1. Name ~u~ci tattoo ~~umber or other registration identiFication of 

deceased equine; 
2. (No cha~ige.) 
3. O~viier of record and fiscal records regasdi~zg purchase of equine; 
=~.-9. (No change:) 

(c) TI~e attending veterinarian shall certify the cause of death and shall 

submit treatment records describing all veterinarian treannents 

admiiustered to the horse within flee 30-da_y- period preceding the tune of 
death. These records shall be submitted io the State Steward ~~ithin 48 

hoi~-s of die tiiiie of death. Failure to produce iliese records n1a_y result u~ 
the immediate suspension of the traisier and/or veterinarian. 

(d) Upon the death o~ ai~}~ horse on the racetrack duri~ig racing, 

training, or warming-up die horse, or upon the death of a horse ~d-ithin one 

hour after racing on any racetrack: 

1. Ve►-ba] notice of the death of die horse shall be given ' by the trainer 

or the trainer's designee* to the State Steward or to a Ne~v Jersey Racing 

Commission veteri~iarian «~ithin one hour of die horse's death. Said notice 

shall not negate dtie obligation to submit an equine fatality report within 

~8 hours of the tune of death; and 

2. An appropriate post-mortem necropsy shall be conducted, by a 

qualified veterinarian at a facility designated by the Commission, to 

detern~ule the cause of death and other rele~-ant information about die 

condition of die deceased horse. The cost of tl~e necropsy, includuig 

related transportation acid other costs, shall be borne by the owner of tl~e 

deceased horse. 
(e) Upon the death of any horse on die racetrack dining racing; training;

or warming-up the horse, or upon the death of a horse v~~ithin one hole 

after any such acrivit5~, the remains of.the deceased horse shall not be 
remo~~ed without the «~ritten consent of die State Steward, or * jhis or herj~ 
*thy St~ite Steward's* designee, 'or tl~e Cluef State Veterinarian, or'~[his 
or her)* *the Ch~cf State Vcterinari~in's*designee. It sliall:be the joint 

responsibilit~r of tie racetrack and the o~~ner of the horse to prevent the 

~uiautliorized removal of the remains of a deceased horse. 
(~ FailiUe to ~1e the equine fatality report or flee required veterinary 

records in a tunelY fashion or filing ul an uicomplete fas}uon may subject 

the owner, trainer, and/or ~~eterinarian to discipiuiazy action.. 
1. Airy falsification or misstate~rient submitted ui connectio~i ~~~ith an 

equine fatality report may 'also subject the owner, trainer, and/or 

veterinarian to disciplinary action. 

(~) (No change u~ text.) 
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