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The New Jersey Pinelands Commission oversees land-use and development in the million-acre Pinelands Area 
of southern New Jersey. This includes reviewing applications for private and public development. 
 
For private development, the Commission commonly sends applicants a document called a Certificate of 
Filing.  
 
This certificate is not an approval. Rather, it verifies that a complete application for development has been 
filed with the Commission. It also enables applicants to seek municipal or county approval for their proposed 
development.  
 
Certificates of Filing do not expire and, in most cases, are transferable to future property owners.  Because 
they are not approvals, they do not provide protection from changes in municipal zoning or Pinelands 
regulations. 
 
A sample of a Certificate of Filing is shown below (front and back).  
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If you have any questions about Certificates of Filing or the application process, please refer to the 
Applications page or contact the Commission at (609) 894-7300. 
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http://www.nj.gov/pinelands/appli/



