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Why do we have a
Wetland Program Plar

AWetlands cover 18% of the state

ASatisfies a US EPA requirement for 4
receiving Wetland Program
Development Grants under the
state and tribe track

AFramewor_k for communication
and coordination

Af nlWs YW YUK q LG ¢ 2
know where we are going or what _
we need to do to get there?

Land-use/Land-cover estimates; 2020
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What is a Wetland Program Plan?

A State, tribal, or regional guidance document

A Follows EPA framework

A 3-6-years

A EPA Wetland Program Development Grant applications must
reference the state Wetland Program Plan activities

A No commitments are made to do any or all of the activities
identified in the plan.

skt Wi AAWS21JI ¢
Improve and protect the ecosystem services and functions
provided by wetlands
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New Jersey Wetland Program Plan
2014-2018

First Iteration, December 2013

Prepared by:
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) pursuant to
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Enhancing State and Tribal Programs (ESTP) Initiative

Contacts:
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Bob Hazen, Office of Science
Madhu Guru, P.E., Land Use Management
Leslie McGeorge, Water Resource Management
Kathleen Walz, Natural and Historic Resources

~

O 1stWPP (20142018) NJDEF

Five Core Elements

1.
2.

Monitoring & Assessment
Regulation

Voluntary Wetland
Restoration, Creation,
Enhancement and
Protection and Improved
Coastal Shoreline
Resiliency

Water Quality Standards
for Wetlands

Outreach & Education
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New Jersey Wetland Program Plan
2019-2022

Second Iteration, March 2019

Prepared by:
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to
The United States Environmental Protection Agency
Enhancing State and Tribal Programs Initiative

Key Contacts:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Metthea Yepsen, Nick Procopio, Division of Science & Research
Jill Aspinwall, Larry Torok, Land Use Management
Leslie McGeorge, Jay Springer, Water Resource Management
Iman Olguin-Lira, Site Remediation & Waste Management
Kathleen Walz, Natural and Historic Resources
New Jersey Pinelands Commission
John F. Bunnell
New Jersey Highlands Council

Keri
Highlands

New Jersey

O Six Core Elements

1.

Monitoring &
Assessment

Regulation

Voluntary Wetland
Restoration, Creation,
Enhancement and
Protection and
Improved Coastal
Shoreline Resiliency

Wetlands Water Quality
Standards

Adaptation, resilience
and mitigation in a
changing climate

Outreach & Education




New Jersey Wetland Program Plan
2023-2027

Third Iteration, December 2022

Prepared by:
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to
The United States Environmental Protection Agency
Enhancing State and Tribal Programs Initiative

Key Contacts:
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Metthea Yepsen
ea.yepsen(@dep.rn:

(609) 940-4027
New Jersey Pinelands Commission|
John F. Bunnell
New Jersey Highlands Council
Kelley Curran
New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority
Terry Doss

O Seven Core Elements
1. Monitoring & Assessment
2. Regulation

3. Voluntary Wetland
Restoration, Creation,
Enhancement and
Protection and Improved
Coastal Shoreline
Resiliency

4. Wetlands Water Quality
Standards

5. Adaptation, resilience
and mitigation in a
changing climate

Outreach & Education
7. Environmental Justice




NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Division Of Science & Research
Bureau of Environmental Assessment

Water Resource Management :

Bureau of Freshwater & Biological Monitoring The Brd Iteratlon Of the N‘J WPP
Bureau of Environmental Analysis Restoration and Standards (2023_2027) was written by an
Watershed And Land Management ) . L

Watershed Protection & Restoration |nterd|SC|pI|nary team of 27

Land Resource Protection . . . I
State Parks, Forests & Historic Sites scientists in 17 Programs within
orea of Forest Management the NJDEP, and several scientists

ice of Natural Lands Management ) ) )

State Park Service in the Pinelands and Highlands
Fish And Wildlife . .

Office of Environmental Review Commissions and the NJSEA.

Contaminated Site Remediation & Redevelopment Program
Division of Enforcement, Technical & Financial Support
Bureau of Environmental Evaluation and Risk Assessment (BEERA)
Air Quality, Energy & Sustainability
Climate Change, Clean Energy & Sustainability
Climate Resilience
Climate Resilience Planning
Community Investment & Economic Revitalization
Green Acres
Natural Resources Restoration
Department of Information Technology
Bureau of GIS
Commi ssioner 6s Office
Office of Environmental Justice

Highlands
Council

NEW JERSEY HIGHLANDS COUNCIL
Kelley Curran, Carolyn Klaube

NEW JERSEY SPORTS AND EXPOSITION AUTHORITY
Terry Doss

NEW JERSEY PINELANDS COMMISSION

John F. Bunnell, Kim Laidig




A List of Contributors

- A Introduction
WPP OUtllne ACr:]orr(; IlEJICeImentTabIes

A Historical progress by Core Element




Core Element 1: Monitoring and Assessment

GOAL: To define ways to evaluate wetland condition to understand and preserve important wetland functions and ecosystem services that
wetlands provide, including surface-water and ground-water quality, flood control, coastal storm surge detention, nutrient transformation.

sediment and particulate retention, carbon sequestration, shoreline stabilization, and provision of plant and wildlife habitat.

OBJECTIVE 1: Develop a monitoring and assessment strategy using a multi-tier approach and testing innovative wetland condition and

function assessment protocols.

Action 1: Identify program decisions and long-term environmental outcome(s) that will benefit from a wetland monitoring and assessment program

ACTIVITY 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2027
Update and codify long-term wetland-related environmental goals in agency plans (e g, DEP Networked % %

Wetland Plan)

Continue to identify programs that will ultimately use monitoring data (e.g., track trends, restoration, permitting)

and meet with those State programs periodically to share information about progress and components of the X X X X X
strategy

[dentify new wavs ll}at ‘i\-'ell_a.nd data can be used to implement watershed planning, coastal resilience planning, x X x

and wetland restoration projects

Action 2: Define wetlands monitoring objectives and strategies

ACTIVITY 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2027
Coord_ina?e with re_le';ant partners, in federal, state, t:riba_L and local agmcies= universities, conservation X X X X X
organizations, National Estuary Programs, USEPA Eegional and National wetland work groups

Continue participation in the NJ Tidal Wetlands Monitoring Network X bd X b e b4
Continue to develop a sustainable long-term monitoring and reference network for freshwater wetlands X X X X X
Update wetland monitoring objectives and strategy. Define data needs and applications, including statistical % x X e X

analysis

Examine how to integrate wetlands monitoring strategy into existing and developing water quality monitoring







CORE ELEMENT 1: MONITORING
& ASSESSMENT

GOAL: Define ways to
evaluate wetland condition to
understand and preserve
Important wetland functions
and ecosystem services that
wetlands provide




Monitoring &
Assessment
ODbjectives

OBJECTIVE 1Develop a monitoring and
assessment strategy

“ e OBJECTIVE 2 Implement a sustainable

-y

"'6" monitoring program

OBJECTIVE 3onduct research to fill
| knowledge gaps

; OBJECTIVE 4Incorporate monitoring
"% data into agency decisionmaking.



- . Activity: Establish a sustainable wetland
|\/|Onlt0rl N monitoring network to research, monitor, and

document trends

A NJ Tidal Wetland Monitoring Network
Sites

~10 years of data

Partnerships

Funding

Methods

Database and website

To T o T Po Tx

A NJ Freshwater (nortidal) Wetlands Monitoring
Network

A Sites
A 1 year of data (~2014)

A Methods
A Database

Wetland Ecological Integrity
Assessment (EIA) by Watershed

NJ HUCS8 Watershed Condition & L1 Scores

ﬁcovfk




Core Element
2. Regulation

GOAL:
A Prevent wetland loss
A Preserve wetland function

A Replace unavoidable or un
authorized losses

A Increase the quantity and quality
of wetlands

A OBJECTIVE 1: Improve existing
wetland protection efforts

A ~40 activities identified



Regulation Examples:

Watershed & Land Management

Home & Resources v  Land Resource Protection ~  Waiershed Protection v  Resilience Engineering ~  Enforcement ~  Help ~

Activity: Develop esubmission Watershed & Land Management
capabilities to allow for all E-Services (DEP Online)

permits to be electronically
submitted

Home / eServices

As part of its continued commitment to customer service and transformation, the Division of Land Resource Protection provides electronic services as an alternative to paper to allow property owners to
apply online for certain land use determinations, authorizations and tidelands license renewals and ownership changes.

Quick Links for E-Services HEE I R

Users may access the electronic system

at https:/njdeponline.com. Follow the rleg\stralllon process and Unsure which service to use? Select the type of permit you need
create an account. You must have a valid email address to create to apply for from the drop down and find out!

an online account. NJDEP Online offers two different types of

services: Non-Registered and Registered.

Service Selector
B Permit Checklists

t® NJDEP Online

s
n

Property Owner Certification Form

Activity selection
Pay A Paper Invoice Individual Permits (IP) v
B8 Public Notice Form o k .
You may pay a paper invoice online using our “Pay a Paper i o
: . g il d eith : ice Numb ‘You will need to use the "Apply for a Land Use General Authorization
B9 E-Services FAQ nveice s.erwce. .cu Wi‘ need eiheran nvlclc? umberor or Permit" service. You can find all the info you need on this page
NJEMS Bill ID which will be located on the invoice you've

received.

wetland regulations,
/ policies, or
g/ /) .+~ ¢ guidelines

Resilient Environments and Landscapes - NJ PAC




Core Element 3:

Voluntary Wetland
Restoration, Creation,
Enhancement and Protection
and Improved Coastal
Shoreline Resiliency



Core Element 3

Goal:

A To prioritize and implement programs for ecological restoration and
protection of wetlands

A Land acquisition, watershed planning, and development of a coastal
shoreline resiliency program



CORE ELEMENT 3

OBJECTIVE 1. Clearly and
consistently define restoration
and protection goals

OBJECTIVE 2: Protect wetlands
from degradation or
destruction

OBJECTIVE 3: Increase wetland
acres and improve wetland
condition and function

OBJECTIVE 4: Public Education,
Outreach, and Training




Activity: Develop guidance and training on the
Example: creation of resilient coastal and freshwater
wetlands

" ) VULNERABILITY AND COMPARABILITY
Ml@> OF NATURAL AND CREATED WETLANDS

Pinelands Commission

| JGY!| qlmée iU
Comparability of Natural

cUIl Wol e qldl Wi l
EPA project

Final Report Submitted to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency




Restoration Example:

Activity: Develop sitspecific
plans for wetland restoration,
creation, and enhancement
projects and monitor
completed projects

State is very active in the
funding, management, and
monitoring of wetland
restoration projects.



