
February 28, 2025

Administering the Threatened & 

Endangered Species Regulations 

CMP Policy and Implementation Committee



CMP Threatened and 
Endangered (T&E) 
Plant and Animal 
Species Regulations

T&E Plants: No development shall be 
carried out by any person unless it is 
designed to avoid irreversible, adverse 
impacts on the survival of any local 
population of those plants designated by 
the NJDEP as endangered plant species 
and CMP listed T&E plants. 

Key takeaways: 
  

ÅImpacts on the survival of a local 
population

ÅNot necessarily protecting every plant 

ÅNJDEP plant list and Commission plant 
list



CMP Threatened and 
Endangered (T&E) 
Plant and Animal 
Species Regulations

T&E Animals: No development shall 
be carried out unless it is designed to 
avoid irreversible, adverse impacts on 
habitat that is critical to the survival of 
any local population of those T&E 
animal species designated by the 
NJDEP. 

Key takeaways: 
 

ÅImpact on critical habitat

ÅNot necessarily protecting every 
animal  

ÅNJDEP list of animals only 



T&E Sighting 
Information 

The Commission staff collects Pinelands Area 
T&E plant and animal species sightings.  

T&E sightings are reported to NJDEP by 
various sources, including the Commission 
staff.

NJDEP vets the reported sightings and depicts 
sightings on a digital map layer.

Commission has a formal agreement with 
NJDEP to share T&E animal òpoint dataó 

NJDEP provides the Commission with an 
updated map layer once every six months. 



Possible Approaches to Administering 
the CMP T&E Protection Regulations 

Å Require all applications for development to prepare a 

T&E species survey

Å Require only major development applications to 

complete a T&E species survey 

Å Do not require T&E species surveys and rely on CMP 

management area designations (e.g. Preservation Area 

District, Forest Area) to serve as a regional 

conservation plan for all T&E species in the Pinelands 

Area. (Preservation Area District and Forest Area 

comprise 552,500 acres out of the 938,000 -acre 

Pinelands Area) 



Possible Approaches to Administering 
the CMP T&E Protection Regulations 

Å Require only development applications located outside 

of areas where development is encouraged (Pinelands 

Regional Growth Areas, Pinelands Towns and Pinelands 

Villages) to complete a T&E species survey

 

Å Commission staff uses professional judgment based 

upon T&E species knowledge and experience to 

determine which application must address which T&E 

species



Factors the Commission Staff Considers in 

Determining the Need for a T&E Species Survey: 

Area of parcel proposed to be disturbed

Type and intensity of proposed development

Known T&E sightings in area 

Habitat assessment including soils and 

vegetation  

Extent of existing development in area

Any prior T&E surveys in the area

Results of a site inspection 

Whether development can be designed to 

address T&E concern



Which T&E Species 
Must Be Subject of 
a Survey

After consideration of the 
previously described factors, the 
Commission staff considers the 
listed T&E plants and the listed 
T&E animals and identifies those 
T&E species of concern for a 
specific application and requires 
a T&E survey for just those 
species. 



Number of T&E 
Species Surveys 
Required 

Between Jan 2023 and Jan 
2025, approximately 11% 
of new applications filed 
with the Commission were 
required to complete a 
T&E survey.



Cost of Typical T&E 
Species Surveys 

Full two season draft fence survey for T&E 
snakes on an 80-acre site: $75,000.

One season survey for Pine Barrens 
treefrog or T&E birds: $5,000 to $8,000.

Recognizing the financial cost implication 
to an applicant, the Commission staff 
carefully consider whether to require a 
T&E species survey. 



Regulatory Basis 
for Requiring a 
T&E Species 
Survey 

The CMP requires that òno 
development shall be carried 
out unless it is designed to 
avoid irreversible adverse 
impacté.,ó

Based upon this regulatory 
language, if warranted, a 
survey is required to 
demonstrate consistency with 
the T&E plant and animal 
protection regulations.



Administering the T&E 
Species Protection 
Regulations

Administering the T&E protection regulations is 

science-based, but it is not an exact science. 

For example, determining what constitutes òcritical 

habitató for an upland snake species that may be 

tracked for over one mile requires professional 

judgment based upon T&E species knowledge and 

experience.  

While experienced T&E professionals may reach a 

general consensus on a given T&E issue, agreement of 

all experienced T&E professionals on a given T&E 

issue is highly unlikely.  



Administering the T&E 
Species Protection 
Regulations

In administering the T&E protection regulations, 
the Commission staff apply science and exercises 
professional judgment to reach a defensible 
conclusion. 

The Commissionõs Regulatory Programs staff has 
over 25 years of T&E experience. As necessary, 
the Regulatory Programs staff occasionally 
discusses a T&E issue with the Commissionõs 
Science Office staff, the NJDEP Endangered and 
Nongame Species Staff and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service staff. 

Upon Commission staff acceptance of the results 
of a T&E survey, the CMP does not prescribe a 
period of protection from T&E regulation. 



When a T&E Species Survey is Required for an Application 

for One Single Family Dwelling 

Typically, on lots of two acres or larger, the Commission 

staff suggests two approaches to demonstrate that 

development is òdesigned to avoid irreversible adverse 

impacté.ó and meet the T&E protection regulations. 

Complete a full T&E survey of the entire lot; or 


