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John Cosgrove Begins His Tenure at Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commission

HECEE -

NEWAREK, NJ - John Cosgrove, Deputy Mavor of Community Affairs in Fair Lawn, is now a commissioner of
the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission.

"I want to thank the Governor and Senator Joe Lagana for my nomination. I also would like to thank the
Senate Judiciary committee for my confirmation,” Cosgrove said on his Facebook page after being sworn-in
on May 16. "I'm looking forward to working with the employvees at PVSC along with all the other
commissioners to continue to protect the public health and our environment.”

Cosgrove is the president of Atlantic Handling Svstems by trade and a councilman in Fair Lawn completing
his final year on the council on Dec. 31. He is not running for re-election.



There are five commissioners, a secretary and a treasurer who run the Commission.

According to its webpage, "the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission (PVSC), established in 1002 by an Act of
New Jersey State Legislature, began operation of the Newark Bay Treatment Plant in 1924 as a means to
alleviate pollution in the Passaic River and its tributaries. Major expansions, upgrades and renovations
throughout the twentieth century have made the PVSC one of the largest wastewater treatment plants in the
TUnited States.”

"Since 1902, the PVSC has expanded its mission to enhance the viability, and environmental health and
security of the 1.5 million residents in the 48 municipalities of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Passaic
Counties of the Passaic Valley Service District. In accordance with federal and state water quality legislation,
the Commissioners and staff of PVSC continuously work together to:

* QOperate and maintain the PVSC infrastructure including the Newark Bay Treatment Plant and its 22-mile

interceptor sewer line to enable the processing of over 300 Million gallons of wastewater every day.

s Administer and operate monitoring and compliance programs to identify organic and inorganic pollutants
and prevent them from entering the waterways of the Passaic River and its tributaries.

* |mprove the recreational and economic uses of Newark Bay, the Passaic River and its tributaries by
removing debris and other pollutants from shorelines and waterways through in-house and community
based River Restoration Programs.

* Provide environmental instruction and awareness programs to school systems district-wide.

s |everage excess treatment capacity to provide low-cost liquid waste and sludge disposal options to

municipalities, industries and businesses outside of the service area.

"PVSC moves forward into a second century of service to its ratepavers with an aggressive plan to control
costs and identify alternative funding sources for necessary infrastructure maintenance, automation, and
upgrades, while providing innovative, environmentally sound and cost effective wastewater treatment.”



