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The Religious Society of Friends, commonly known as Quakers, has opposed war and 
violence since its founding, seeking instead to eliminate the causes of conflict and to 

ease the suffering war creates.  
At the onset of the Revolutionary War, the Friends adopted a neutral stance and were 

consequently persecuted by both British loyalists and American Whigs. Those who 
adhered to the sect’s pacifist principles faced significant hardship. They were often 
labeled as Tories by Patriots and subjected to popular hostility and other forms of 

mistreatment. 
Several hundred Friends—among them Betsy Ross—felt a strong pull toward the 

revolutionary cause, and some even joined the armed forces, including the notable 
Rhode Island general Nathanael Greene. In accordance with its doctrine, the Society 
disowned members who took up arms or held political office. Nearly 1,000 Quakers 

were disowned over the course of the war, the vast majority for military participation. 
 

Excerpts taken from “Role of Quakers in the American Revolution” 
www.womenhistoryblog.com 
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Chesterfield Monthly Meeting Minutes, 1775-1785 
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Petition of Quakers to the Assembly, June 19, 1778 
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