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During the Revolutionary War, Black New Jerseyans faced difficult choices 
as conflict engulfed the state. Any allegiance—whether to the British or the 
Colonials—carried the risk of severe retaliation. Enslaved men were often 
conscripted into service by their owners, while free Black men enlisted on 
both sides of the struggle. Oliver Cromwell, for example, served in the 2nd 
New Jersey Regiment and later received a pension for his service. Others, 

like Scipio and Joseph, were enslaved men who sought freedom by joining 
the British and taking up arms against their enslavers. Socrates Mintus, 
meanwhile, suffered losses when British troops plundered his property; 

yet, on his damage claim it states, “Note, the above applicant being a 
Negro, his oath (to the Truth of his Inventory) was not admitted."  While 
damage claims were never paid to any claimant, race was not a factor in 

the dismissal of other claims. 
 

 
 



 
Memorial of Captain John Dennis of Shrewsbury to the Governor and Council at 
Haddonfield, respecting two Negro men: Scipio, enslaved by Peter Parker, and 
Joseph, enslaved by John Hocum, May 12, 1777 
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Inventory of the goods of Socrates Mintus, “a Free Negro,” Burlington County 
Damages by the British, June 1778 
 
SLE00003. Legislature. Inventories of Damages by the British and Americans in New 
Jersey, 1776-1782. 
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List of non-commissioned officers and privates who received $5.00 on account of 
depreciation of their pay as members of the 2nd New Jersey Regiment, including 
Oliver Cromwell (No. 106), a free black man, 1781 
 
SDEA1001. Department of Defense. Adjutant General’s Office: Revolutionary War. 
Numbered Manuscripts, ca. 1776-1890s. 


