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William S. Stryker was born June 6th, 1838, in Trenton, NJ. He graduated from Princeton 
University in 1858 and started his military career during the Civil War. In 1861, he 
enlisted in Company A of the New Jersey National Guard Infantry. After mustering 
out, Stryker was appointed as a major and assisted in organizing the 14th New Jersey 
Infantry in Freehold’s Camp Vredenburgh. By February 1863, he was serving as a Major 
and Paymaster of the U.S. Volunteers, and later became Aide-de-Camp on Major 
General Quincy Gilmore’s staff in Hilton Head, South Carolina. By the end of the war, 
he was serving as senior paymaster in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
Governor Marcus Ward appointed Stryker Adjutant General of New Jersey on April 12, 
1867—a role he held for the remaining 33 years of his life. Stryker is well known for his 
work as a historian of New Jersey and as the president of the New Jersey Historical 
Society. His publications on the Revolutionary War include a book entitled The Battles of 
Trenton and Princeton (1898). Stryker is also responsible for collecting the vast majority 
of Revolutionary War related documents housed here at the New Jersey State Archives. 
Stryker died on October 24th, 1900, in Trenton. 

 

 



 
Major General William S. Stryker, Yorktown, October 19, 1881 
 
SDENG004. Department of Defense. New Jersey National Guard. Records of the New 
Jersey Provisional Battalion, Yorktown Centennial Encampment, 1881. 



 
 
General William S. Stryker to Col. F.C. Ainsworth, Trenton, regarding the 
Revolutionary War service of Adolph Eberhart, September 21, 1896 
 
SDEA1001. Department of Defense. Adjutant General’s Office: Revolutionary War. 
Numbered Manuscripts, ca. 1776-1890s. 



 
Letter from General William S. Stryker to General Thomas S. Chambers inviting him 
to the groundbreaking of the Trenton Battle Monument, September 25, 1891 
PTREB001. Trenton Battle Monument Association. Records, 1884-1920.  



 
 

Trenton Battle Monument, 1945 
 
SENPI001. Department of Environmental Protection. Public Information Office. 
Photographs, 1930-1975. 


