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June 2026

Substitute soldiers in the Revolutionary War were relatively common, especially as
well-off people could afford to pay for substitutes to serve in their stead. Substitutes
could be indentured servants or enslaved people, or other local vagrants or poorer
members of society. Ellis Squier and Joseph Woodruff both served as substitutes during
the Revolutionary War. The documents here show them on Colonel Samuel Potter’s list
of parties he paid as substitutes.
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Receipt of Col. Samuel Potter to Joseph Woodruff for his service as a
substitute, June 24, 1778

SDEA1001. Adjutant General’s Office: Revolutionary War. Numbered Manuscripts, ca. 1776-
1890s.
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Deposition of Ellis Squier that he was paid as a substitute by Col.
Samuel Potter in 1777,
October 15,1791

SDEA1001. Adjutant General’s Office: Revolutionary War. Numbered Manuscripts, ca. 1776-
1890s.



;!,,-:M ;(717”42}/’)@.{(‘
e 7 /“yfjf :,. /én

2 i) ﬁ-{;‘?’? o d e 2

- & Sy ﬁ;?./gﬁ _V.;.f. 7

Mﬂj%&w 4'?:»’( f'f;?f}dﬁew AR, *g,m |

%4@; 24 /M?f{fjﬁ%fﬂaﬁyaﬁj ,
déuq,;/ez‘ Jﬂ*’?’" mag

AR S e %/ Y 4%;2%‘}74’3‘
"-‘f’ﬁs’/ I Tl 72077 EF bovre

_.?'%%4% /

} L tge s 'mefé’ 'JHM WJU‘;" .;

| oDl Ll Nl ,
/geaajfu!;»&m/%ﬂy%%
Wﬂ/f&ﬂ""( /}%’y

‘ S LAQ/._&

. *-/;3-&‘1 /M' lorit "‘*” 7""{/’*3 /mzaﬂuzz fazm

s ,:f:!dww/ z.)'/u)z’—v-{ {,xﬂf‘(_ ,{a_, /

/‘?W x{m /lé;%y ‘-’}/;J. &
ﬂtm‘) 9 Y Ay e A ?f/é«y




7 F e & = "
Glpritianty & o £TPL) Wen
# > - 5 74 e

e - re a7 s - B 0. ¥ v £ Y
e e } { ¥ 3 A P g N & PN il o L& E
o » S P n.—‘/"ﬁ’—l ..f _.“',}'},«f‘ ; i Gl o N i
P oing oo o 2 # o
e g v,
C,  d AR ¢ 4
= A z

7 §74 o
i{: g o (! ~& 4{4 p Py b
o L oL’ /szd’ rgf f (mffaf 9/-' ‘i’ : & (—c
£ i
s/ wéﬁ eccy 14 glrorre
BT o — ol S SO LR L ol e =l i ;
LY
% .vv o A
"‘]
ey 4 - 7 o
& "gi' oo
& . =)
, & i 3 R
i {5 m i o
. e
# 1
} & - - fg
£
%
L
y. -
Jl'
v o 4 ]

L%zﬁ%’ 7T
"fo%ji,@f rf} 2l )2 TSl

£ P 2 g

7% -fff-%(
7 o

7

Receipts of persons serving as substitutes,
December 17, 1777-January 6, 1778

SDEA1001. Adjutant General’s Office: Revolutionary War. Numbered Manuscripts, ca. 1776-
1890s.






Deposition of Samuel Potter oncerning monies owed him for paying
substitutes in 1777; list includes Ellis Squier and Joseph Woodruff,
October 29,1791

SDEA1001. Adjutant General’s Office: Revolutionary War. Numbered Manuscripts, ca. 1776-
1890s.



Notes about finding Substitute Soldiers in our Collections:

Materials about substitute soldiers were found via searching
within the Revolutionary War Numbered Manuscript Collection,
SDEA1001. While we know there were many other substitute
soldiers than the ones listed above (such as Oliver Cromwell, a
free black man) most materials housed at the State Archives do
not indicate service as a substitute.



