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The Revolutionary War had direct repercussions on the lives of New Jersey 
women. Abigail Eldridge had property seized not once but twice by British 

troops. Jane Annelly, a Loyalist, traveled to Powles Hook (now part of 
Jersey City) and was indicted for openly defying the Patriot cause. Ann 

Whittall, a pacifist Quaker, witnessed her land become the battleground for 
the 1777 Battle of Red Bank, after which she tended to the wounds of 

soldiers from both sides. 
 

 

 

 



 
Portrait of Ann Whittall spinning wool, 1906 
FWPNW026. Work Projects Administration. New Jersey Writers’ Project. Photographs, 
ca. 1935-1942. 

https://www.nj.gov/state/darm/wpa/jpg/FWPNW026GloucesterCounty74B.jpg


 
Inventory of the goods of Abigail Eldridge, December 1776, June 1778 
 
SLE00003. Legislature. Inventories of Damages by the British and Americans in New 
Jersey, 1776-1782. 

https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SLE00003_Rev_War_Damages/SLE00003_Vol_2_Burlington_B_ALL.pdf


 
Joseph Hedden Jr. to William Livingston regarding Tory women, 
Newark, July 9, 1777 
SZSAF001. New Jersey Council of Safety Records, 1776-1778. 
 

https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SZSAF001_Council_of_Safety/SZSAF001_Council_of_Safety_Box_2_Folder_100.pdf
https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SZSAF001_Council_of_Safety/SZSAF001_Council_of_Safety_Box_2_Folder_100.pdf


 

 
Indictment against Jane Annelly for Misdemeanor Crossing Enemy 
Lines (travelling from Bound Brook to Powles Hook, then in possession 
of the enemy) 
1782 
SSV00001. Supreme Court of New Jersey. Case Files, 1704-1844. 
 

https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt.aspx
https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt.aspx
https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt.aspx

