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May’s mini exhibit in the Manuscript Reading Room highlights loyalists Thomas and 
Mary Leonard. Before the Revolution, Thomas served as Sheriff of Monmouth County. 

He later became a Major in the New Jersey Volunteers, a Loyalist regiment. He was 
later captured and imprisoned in Reading, Pennsylvania. His wife Mary, steadfast in 
her loyalty to both her husband and the Crown, faced her own ordeal when she was 

indicted for seditious words. 
 

 

 





 
Robert Lawrence, Upper Freehold. To General Assembly. October 7, 1777 
David Forman, an officer of militia, with others in Monmouth County presumed to banish some 
women from New Jersey across the enemy's lines; remonstrance laid before Governor and 
Council August 28th against Forman's seizure of arbitrary power; Mary Leonard, daughter of 
petitioner and wife of Thomas Leonard, then and yet a prisoner at Redingtown in Pennsylvania, 
one of those banished; at inquiry before Governor and Council, Forman's action justified; he 
should be brought to answer for his actions before the Legislature that their protest may go down 
in history as a glorious defense of America's infant independence. 
SEDSL006. New Jersey State Library. Bureau of Archives and History [BAH] 
Manuscript Collection. Box 5-04 Folder 129 

https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/NJSArchivesCatalogDetail.aspx?SeriesNo=SEDSL006


 
State of New Jersey v. Thomas Leonard. Indictment for Misdemeanor: Supplying the 
Enemy.  

SSV00001. New Jersey State Supreme Court Case Files, 1704-1844. Case No. 36644 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt.aspx
https://wwwdnet-dos.nj.gov/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/SupremeCourt.aspx




 



 
State of New Jersey v. Mary Leonard (Wife of Thomas Leonard.) Indictment for 
Seditious Words.  
SSV00001. New Jersey State Supreme Court Case Files, 1704-1844. Case No. 36727  

https://www.nj.gov/state/darm/SupremeCourtPDF/SSV00001_Supreme_Court_Case_No_36727.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/state/darm/SupremeCourtPDF/SSV00001_Supreme_Court_Case_No_36727.pdf

