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April 2026

GLOBAL VOLUNTEERIMONIE

Join the movement for global good.

NJ Celebrates
Global Volunteer Month

Click image to read full Proclamation from
Governor Sherrill and Lt. Governor Caldwell

StaTE oF NEwW JERSEY
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, Global Volunieer Mowth, celebrated each April, and National Volunteer Week, held each year since 1974,
provide an opportunity to recognize and celebrate the selfless dedicalion of volunteers worldwide and in New Jersey, while
encouraging others to engage in service to others; and

WHERFAS, volunteerisw is a vital force that sirengthens communities, fosters unity, and promotes positive change
both locally and globally; and

WHEREAS, individuals and organizations across New Jersey selflessly contribute their time, skills, and expertise
to make the world a better place, driving transformative changes in various fields such as education, health, environment,
social services, and emergency response; and

WHEREAS, vver 1.9 million New Jersey residents representing more than 25% of the state’s population actively
engage in volunteer activities, providing over 104 million hours of service Ily, with an esti d value of vol;
service surpassing $3.7 billion; and

WHEREAS, volunteers in New Jersey dedicate countless hours to cawses making a lasting difference as they mentor
and tutor students, serve the elderly and people with disabilities, prepare and distribute food, protect and beantify the
environment, sustain our arts, remember our listory, and preserve our cultural institutions; and

WHEREAS, these voluntecrs represent all facets of our Garden State family - schools and colleges, faith-based
organizations, senior citizen groups, the busi iy, and profit agencies of all types; and

WHEREAS, individuals, groups, and organizations mobilize others during natural disasters and times of crisis to

provide wuch needed support, from recovery to revitalization, thus playing a eritical role in the life and well-being of our
residents and communities; and

WHEREAS, we extend our deepest gratitude to the volunteers of New [ersey, recognizing their dedication to creating

a better world for all, and we call upon all individuals te follow their example and commit to a future of sevvice, compassion,
and collective action

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Mikie Sherrill, Governor of the State of New Jersey, do kereby proclaim:

APRIL 2026
AS
GLOBAL VOLUNTEER MONTH
AND
APRIL 19 - 25, 2026
AS
NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

in New Jersey.

GIVEN, under ny hand and the Great Seal of the State
of New Jersey, this twenty-seventh day of March
in the year tweo thousand twenty-six, the two

hundred fiftieth year of the Independence of the
United States.

Lt. GOVERNOR GOVERNOR

Important Information:

Human Trafficking
The New Jersey Department of State — through the New Jersey Business
Action Center, NJ Faith Action Center and the Governor’s Office of
Volunteerism — is calling on partners across the state to join the fight against
human trafficking.

Join us in showing the world what New Jersey stands for — and stands
against! Together, we can make a difference — not just during the World Cup
and the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States, but every
single day.


https://files.constantcontact.com/cc32d145901/42051efa-96bc-4a29-b4df-8eaead5f392f.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/cc32d145901/42051efa-96bc-4a29-b4df-8eaead5f392f.pdf?rdr=true

Dear Partner,

New Jersey is about to step onto the world stage. In 2026, the FIFA World Cup 2026 will bring mare than one
million visitors to cur region, with the final match at MetLife Stadium on July 19. At the same time. our nation will
celebrate the United States Semi-guincentennial — the 250th anniversary of American independence.

Large international events can create conditions that traffickers exploit, But human trafficking is not limited to
major evenis. It happens every day across New Jersey, With our proximity to New York and Philadelphia, along
with major airports, ports, and transportation corridors, our state remains a year-round target.

* This moment presents a powerful opportunity — and a responsibility.

= You and your organization are uniguely positioned to help stop it.

= Getting invelved costs nothing — and it could save a life.

The New Jersey Department of State — through the New Jersey Business Action Center, NJ Faith Action
Center and the Governor's Office of Velunteerism — is calling on pariners across the state 1o join the fight
against human trafficking.

Jein us in showing the world what New Jersey stands for — and stands against! Together, we can make a
difference — not just during the World Cup and America's 250th celebration, but every single day.

With purpose and partnership,
Business Action Center

Faith Action Center

Governor's Office of Volunteerism

Here is how you and your organization can act today:

1. Learn the Signs — Visit the DHS Blue Campaign

Educate yourself and your team on how to recognize the indicators of human trafficking and how to
report what you see. Knowledge is the first line of defense.

& www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign

2. Sign Up for Free Training for Your Team

Free web-based training from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. In less than an hour, your
entire team can be equipped to recognize and respond to suspected trafficking.

& www.dhs.goviblue-campaign/blue-campaign-training

3. Order Free Posters and Materials for Your Business or Organization

Display awareness materials where your customers and employees can see them. Free posters,
wallel cards, and handouls — available at no cost with free shipping.

& www.dhs goviblue-campaign/request-materials

& Report Suspected Trafficking
LOCAL: 911 National Hotline: 1-BBB-373-7888 (24/T) Text: HELP or INFO to 233733

Register Now!!!
NJ Volunteerism Conference

~
HONORING OUR JOURNEY, IGNITING OUR FUTURE
o (‘).‘ UNITING FOR IMPACT

The New Jersey Governor’s Office of Volunteerism, in partnership with the
New Jersey Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, is hosting a statewide
conference -- Honoring Our Journey, Igniting Our Future: Uniting for
Impact, being held on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at The Palace at Somerset
Park (333 Davidson Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873). This in-person conference
will bring together hundreds of participants from non-profit, faith-based,
corporate, educational, governmental, and National Service organizations
from across New Jersey.

Questions? Contact VolunteerNJ@so0s.nj.gov

Register Today!

Keynote Speaker

Jennifer Sirangelo,
President and CEO of
Points of Light

Jennifer Sirangelois a visionary leader dedicated to unlocking human potential for
the greater good. With a firm belief that everyone possesses unique gifts to share
with the world, Jennifer has made it her mission to inspire and empower
individuals to find and pursue their purpose. As President and CEO of Points of
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Light, Jennifer champions volunteering and galvanizes nonprofit and corporate
leaders to foster a renewed culture of service and civic engagement worldwide.
Jennifer’s tenure as President and CEO of National 4-H Council was
transformative. She led the team that modernized a legacy organization and
brand by spearheading significant growth in revenue, relevance, representation
and reach.

Her career also includes pivotal roles at Boys & Girls Clubs of America and
various health and higher education organizations, where she honed her skills as
a fundraising professional and leader.

Jennifer’s professional recognition includes the prestigious Gold Stevie® Female
Executive of the Year Award, Fast Company’s Most Creative People in Business,
and she is counted among Fortune’s Most Powerful Women.

Jennifer holds a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Syracuse
University and is a Harry S. Truman Scholar.

Breakout Sessions

Discover practical solutions to today's toughest challenges. From board
recruitment and volunteer retention to disaster preparedness and equitable
community support, our breakout sessions blend real-world expertise with
actionable strategies. Learn how to harness technology (Salesforce, Ready

Responders Hub), bridge trust with underserved populations, empower

caregivers, and build resilient communities across generations. Whether

you're a nonprofit leader, volunteer coordinator, emergency manager, or
community advocate—there's something here to strengthen your work. Join
us for "Honoring Our Journey, Igniting Our Future: Uniting for Impact.”
Full List of Breakout Sessions and Descriptions

Register Today!

NJ Volunteer Opportunities

North Jersey
Arts and Crafts Volunteer
Adler Aphasia Center

Friday Food Pantry Volunteer
Faith, Hope & Love Food Pantry - Christ Episcopal Church

Grant Writer
Julia Anne Kirsch Foundation

Website Maintainer
North Jersey Villages

Yard and Maintenance Volunteer
The Aviation Hall of Fame and Museum of New Jersey

Central Jersey
Friendly Visitor Wanted!
Stein Hospice

Consumer Feedback Survey Coordinator
Coming Home of Middlesex County, Inc.

Front Desk Greeter
Raritan Valley YMCA

Youth Group or Individual Youth Volunteer
Raritan Valley YMCA

IT Volunteer
Raritan Valley YMCA

South Jersey
Advocate for Children in Foster Care - Camden County
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Atlantic, Cape May, &
Camden Counties

Prepare a meal at the Ronald McDonald House of SNJ
Ronald McDonald House of Southern New Jersey

Walk MS: Sewell 2026 - Site Set Up Team
National Multiple Sclerosis Society - Pennsylvania / South Jersey /
Delaware

Spanish Speaking Homework Mentor
Kids Alley Learning Center

Looking for a specific volunteer opportunity?
Visit our Volunteer Hub
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OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR & SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Lieutenant Governor & Secretary of State
Dr. Dale G. Caldwell

cordially invites you to the
LAUNCH OF THE

NEW JERSEY
FAITH ACTION CENTER

soNJFAC

New Jersey Faith Action Center
Service. Partnership. impact,

Please join the Lieutenant Governor & Guests
for the launch of the
New Jersey Faith Action Center

A transformative evolution in state government.
With your support the Faith Action Center will celebrate interfaith communities
by connecting houses of worship, nonprofit organizations, and neighbors
effectively with centralized state resources, programs, and interagency

partnerships.

Wednesday, April 29, 2026
3:00 PM

The Great Auditorium
21 Pilgrim Pathway, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756

KINDLY RSVP BY FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026

Spread the News about NJ Volunteerism!

You can join our monthly newsletter by following this link:
https://bit.ly/NJVolMonthly
or using this QR code

Do you have NJ Volunteerism News that you want to share?
Email heather.tedesco@so0s.nj.gov

NJ Governor's Office of Volunteerism Connect with us
609-633-9627

f

The New Jersey Governor’s Office of Volunteerism (NJGOV), operating within the New Jersey

Department of State, supports NJ's 1.9 million volunteers with training and recognition while

matching community needs in partnership with volunteer centers, disaster response
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organizations, business volunteers, schools, colleges, faith-based organizations and community

organizations.

Governor's Office of Volunteerism, NJ DOS | PO Box 456 | Trenton, NJ 08625 US
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