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New Jersey and the Ruhr Region
Critical comparison between the two metropolitan areas provides opportunities to discuss 
climate adaptation strategies. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

On the left, view from Rutherford to Manhattan. On the right, 



Chargesheimer 1958 “Im 
Ruhrgebiet, Fußballplatz”

Ruhr Region
Industrialization attracted immigrants
Provincial culture of hard work 
Decline since 1970



Parallel Panels

• People – Place – Policy
What are major challenges on both sides of the Atlantic for people, policy, and 
place? Identify challenges and explore how an international comparison and 
conversation could be productive. 

• Rain – Sea – Land
Torrential rain, rising sea level, and warmer land temperatures are becoming 
increasingly difficult challenges. These panels will develop an interdisciplinary 
and international approach. Identify how people, place, and policy are linked.

• Visions for People – Place – Policy
New Horizons: What would be our dream land ideal approach? If we were not constrained 
by resources, what would we do?. These visions may not be applicable immediately but 
may turn into scenarios that inform next steps. 
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Landscape Planning (= „Environmental Land Use Planning“): Assets 

•

Species, Biotopes, 
Biodiversity

Landscape, Scenery

Soil

Water
Recreation

Climate, Air
Chair of Landscape Planning

and Development• Prof. Dr. Stefan Heiland
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Spatial levels of Landscape Planning

Landscape Program (Federal state) Landscape Master Plan (Region)

Local Landscape Plan (Municipality) Open Space Plan (Sub-local)
Chair of Landscape Planning

and Development
• Prof. Dr. Stefan Heiland



7

Two strands of formal area-covering planning

• Prof. Dr. Stefan Heiland

Level Spatial Planning
(comprehensive)

Environmental Land Use 
Planning (Landscape Pl.)

National Legal framework
No plan

Legal framework
No plan

Federal States
(1:100.000 – 1:300.000)

State Development Plan
(Landesentwicklungsplan)

Landscape Program
(Landschaftsprogramm)

Regions
(1:50.000 – 1:100.000)

Regional Plan
(Regionalplan)

Landscape Master Plan
(Landschaftsrahmenplan)

Municipalities
(1:10.000 – 1:50.000)

(1:500 – 1:2.500)

Preparatory Land Use Plan 
(Flächennutzungsplan)

Binding Land Use Plan
(Bebauungsplan)

Landscape Plan
(Landschaftsplan)

Open Space Plan
(Grünordnungsplan)

Chair of Landscape Planning
and Development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Federal Spatial Planning Act + State Planning Laws
Federal nature conservation act + state cons. Laws
Federal Building Code – directly binding for the states 
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Integration of Landscape Planning into Spatial Planning

•

Landscape (Environmental) Plan Spatial Plan / Land Use Plan

Integration

Chair of Landscape Planning
and Development• Prof. Dr. Stefan Heiland



New Jersey 
Land Use

565 municipalities with sole land use authority
NJ State Planning Act
Requires a NJ State Development and 

Redevelopment Plan to guide and 
encourage development in appropriate 
places
8 Goals, plus climate change and 

environmental justice considerations
Every acre in the state is identified by 

planning areas, centers, cores, and 
nodes
Consistency with the State Plan is 

voluntary!

• Donna Rendeiro

• Executive Director

• NJ State Planning Commission/Office of 
Planning Advocacy

New Jersey Land Use



Identifying 
Opportunity

Identify areas of New Jersey’s coast for future restoration, enhancement, or 
preservation to meet the goal of improved ecosystem health, community 
resilience and carbon sequestration. 

Identifying 
Opportunity

Identify areas of New Jersey’s coast for future restoration, enhancement, or 
preservation to meet the goal of improved ecosystem health, community 
resilience and carbon sequestration. 

Kati Angarone, Associate Commissioner for Science & Policy
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
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