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Riverside has had Transit Village Designation since 2001 in anticipation of the 2004 Riverline



2013 Land Use Plan Element Goal: To bring about a fiscally beneficial mix of commercial, 
office, industrial, lodging, civic and residential land uses to enhance and sustain Riverside’s 
unique historic, small-town community character while achieving economic strength and 
stability in the municipal tax base



Riverton Planning 
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Chronology



Consistency
GOAL 1: Revitalize the State’s Cities and Towns
Once called “Progress,” Riverside strives to live up to its original name. 
Over the past several years, Riverside has begun to revitalize and reinvent 
itself, focused on molding its Downtown and surrounding redevelopment 
areas into a vibrant hub of shopping, dining, living and leisure.

Riverside Township is a historic development center and one of the 
densest municipalities in the Corridor. Redeveloping underutilized or 
vacant properties into mixed-use developments that provide a variety of 
housing options is the goal. To spur economic development, A portion of 
Riverside was designated as one of only five opportunities zones within 
Burlington County. Opportunity Zones are meant to drive long-term 
capital investments into low-income rural and urban communities. 
Riverside is actively coordinating with multiple State agencies and the 
Burlington County Economic and Regional Planning Department to find 
and attract investments and focus development efforts in areas 
designated for redevelopment.

GOAL 2: Conserve the State’s Natural Resources 
and Systems
Riverside is prominently located within two designated County Open 
Space project areas, where they plans to concentrate resources – the 
Rancocas Creek Greenway and the Delaware River Greenway to expands 
public access and protect significant natural resources. Riverside is 
committed to these goals. The County plans to update the Open Space 
Plan in late 2022.



GOAL 3: Promote Beneficial Economic Growth, Development and Renewal for All Residents 
of New Jersey
Riverside’s redevelopment is focused in four main areas: the Downtown Central Business District, the Golden Triangle 
Watchcase Site, the Golden Triangle Zurbrugg Hospital Site, and the Taubels Mill Site. The Downtown Central Business 
District is a true, walkable downtown with a mix of apartments over first floor commercial establishments. The three 
remaining sites will see predominantly residential development with design concept and preliminary site plans 
underway from each of the respective developers.

Recently vacant storefronts can be found along Scott Street, Bridgeboro Street, South Pavilion Avenue and Lafayette 
Street. To combat the downturn in economic activity caused by COVID-19, Riverside is exploring new ways to encourage 
economic activity within the downtown area. For example, the Township is compiling an inventory of both occupied and 
vacant commercial structures. Riverside is also considering an ordinance to permit daytime and early evening outdoor 
dining on private property and sidewalks adjacent to local restaurants for the enjoyment of restaurant patrons. 
Additionally, the Township is planning to implement a full streetscape design for the downtown within the next two 
years, which will improve parking, enhance pedestrian safety and add amenities to improve the visitor’s experience. 
Riverside continues to encourage economic activity and support businesses in the downtown district by sponsoring 
events such as Christmas In Riverside, Haunted Police Station, Trunk or Treat, Riverside Community Day and National 
Night Out.

Consistency Continued



GOAL 4: Protect the Environment, Prevent and Clean Up Pollution 
Riverside’s existing and proposed land uses, growth areas, and Center are prepared with the intent of 
protecting the environmentally sensitive regions of the Township. With the proposed growth in the 
Township anticipated to occur in the redevelopment and infill areas, the Township can be proactive in 
forming public private partnerships with redevelopers and give the Township more leverage to require 
new buildings and developments to be more environmentally sustainable, as well as the opportunity to 
assist in any environmental clean-up if any of the former commercial properties are found to have any 
contamination.

GOAL 5: Provide Adequate Public Facilities and Services at a Reasonable Cost
Riverside is committed to efficiency in its operations while ensuring that basic needs as well as quality of 
life issues are addresses and continually improved. 

Consistency Continued



GOAL 6: Provide Adequate Housing at a Reasonable Cost

The Township’s Housing Plan Element and Fair Share Plan was last revised in 2015. It was endorsed 
by the Township Committee by Resolution 2015-#116. The Plan was filed with the Superior Court 
but it was ultimately withdrawn. In preparation of the next round of affordable housing obligations, 
Riverside should review and update its Housing Plan Element in the next 1-3 years.

*NOTE – As part of the Plan Endorsement process, OPA has researched the history of efforts made 
by Riverside, consulted with DCA and been provided with pertinent documents, plans and 
ordinances. We have met with Riverside’s administration, planning and legal team to identify issues, 
concerns, and next steps related to the establishment and meeting of their fair share affordable 
housing obligation. Riverside has been working in good faith to meet the intent of the unofficial 
goals and intend to re-enter the settlement process in order to formalize their obligation and 
spending plan so as to legitimize their Trust Fund and set aside for additional affordable housing in 
their city center.  



GOAL 7: Preserve and Enhance Areas with 
Historic, Cultural, Scenic, Open Space and 
Recreational Value
Riverside’s Land Use Element recommends policies and design 
strategies that protect the character of the City's historic 
neighborhoods while the goals of the Master Plan maximize and 
enhance the use of existing parks and open space as well as expand 
recreational and park facilities, focusing on creating waterfront 
walkways.

GOAL 8: ENSURE SOUND, INTEGRATED 
PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF 
STATEWIDE GOALS:
Through this Plan Endorsement process, the Township is seeking 
integrated planning with state agencies. The proposed center and the 
proposed PA-1 and PA-5 areas are consistent with the goals of the 
State Development and Redevelopment Plan. The proposed lands to 
be preserved are also consistent with the SDRP. Proposed 
development growth areas within Riverside are centrally located, and 
should have minimal impacts on surrounding communities, reducing 
regional conflicts, and increasing development capacity in appropriate 
areas of existing infrastructure. With the Township’s anticipated 
growth in population, there will need to be a coordinated effort to 
meet the demand for new housing and jobs in the region. The 
Township’s planning documents are built around meeting this demand 
while preserving sensitive areas and directing growth to transit areas. 
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• Riverside has additional asks of the state not specifically listed in PIA but 
supportive of PIA actions therein.



STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
The Township of Riverside 
has planned and 
implemented measures to 
ensure that their center 
and environs remain 
sustainable and grow 
using smart-growth 
principles. Based on this 
work, they have 
demonstrated that their 
actions and plans, 
including with the items 
identified in the Plan 
Implementation 
Agreement, are aligned 
with the State Plan. OPA 
recommends that the 
State Planning 
Commission favorably 
consider the Township of 
Riverside’s petition for 
Plan Endorsement. 


