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TITLE 52.  STATE GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENTS AND OFFICERS 
SUBTITLE 3.  EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS 

CHAPTER 18A.  DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
 

STATE PLANNING ACT 
 

N.J. Stat. §  52:18A-196 (2006) 
 
§  52:18A-196. Findings, declarations  
 
The Legislature finds and declares that: 

a. New Jersey, the nation's most densely populated State, requires sound and integrated Statewide plan-
ning and the coordination of Statewide planning with local and regional planning in order to conserve its 
natural resources, revitalize its urban centers, protect the quality of its environment, and provide needed 
housing and adequate public services at a reasonable cost while promoting beneficial economic growth, de-
velopment and renewal; 

b. Significant economies, efficiencies and savings in the development process would be realized by pri-
vate sector enterprise and by public sector development agencies if the several levels of government would 
cooperate in the preparation of and adherence to sound and integrated plans; 

c. It is of urgent importance that the State Development Guide Plan be replaced by a State Development 
and Redevelopment Plan designed for use as a tool for assessing suitable locations for infrastructure, hous-
ing, economic growth and conservation; 

d. It is in the public interest to encourage development, redevelopment and economic growth in locations 
that are well situated with respect to present or anticipated public services and facilities, giving appropriate 
priority to the redevelopment, repair, rehabilitation or replacement of existing facilities and to discourage 
development where it may impair or destroy natural resources or environmental qualities that are vital to the 
health and well-being of the present and future citizens of this State; 

e. A cooperative planning process that involves the full participation of State, regional, county and local 
governments as well as other public and private sector interests will enhance prudent and rational develop-
ment, redevelopment and conservation policies and the formulation of sound and consistent regional plans 
and planning criteria; 

f. Since the overwhelming majority of New Jersey land use planning and development review occurs at 
the local level, it is important to provide local governments in this State with the technical resources and 
guidance necessary to assist them in developing land use plans and procedures which are based on sound 
planning information and practice, and to facilitate the development of local plans which are consistent with 
State and regional plans and programs; 

g. An increasing concentration of the poor and minorities in older urban areas jeopardizes the future 
well-being of this State, and a sound and comprehensive planning process will facilitate the provision of 
equal social and economic opportunity so that all of New Jersey's citizens can benefit from growth, devel-
opment and redevelopment; 

h. An adequate response to judicial mandates respecting housing for low- and moderate-income persons 
requires sound planning to prevent sprawl and to promote suitable use of land; and 

i. These purposes can be best achieved through the establishment of a State planning commission con-
sisting of representatives from the executive and legislative branches of State government, local government, 
the general public and the planning community. 
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§  52:18A-197. State Planning Commission  
 
There is established in the Department of the Treasury a State Planning Commission, to consist of 17 mem-
bers to be appointed as follows: 

a. The State Treasurer and four other cabinet members to be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the 
Governor. Each cabinet member serving on the commission may be represented by an official designee, 
whose name shall be filed with the commission. All other members of the cabinet, or their designees, shall be 
entitled to receive notice of and attend meetings of the commission and, upon request, receive all official 
documents of the commission; 

b. Two other members of the executive branch of State government to be appointed by and serve at the 
pleasure of the Governor; 

c. Four persons, not more than two of whom shall be members of the same political party, who shall rep-
resent municipal and county governments, and at least one of whom shall represent the interest of urban ar-
eas, to be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate for terms of four years and 
until their respective successors are appointed and qualified, except that the first four appointments shall be 
for terms of one, two, three and four years, respectively. In making these appointments, the Governor shall 
give consideration to the recommendations of the New Jersey League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors, the New Jersey Association of Counties, and the New Jersey Federation of Planning Of-
ficials; 

d. Six public members, not more than three of whom shall be of the same political party, and of whom at 
least one shall be a professional planner, to be appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
Senate for terms of four years and until their respective successors are appointed and qualified, except that of 
the first six appointments, one shall be for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, two for a term of 
three years and two for a term of four years. 

Vacancies in the membership of the commission shall be filled for the unexpired terms only in the same 
manner as the original appointments were made. Members shall receive no compensation for their services 
but shall be entitled to reimbursement for expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties. 

Members of the commission shall be subject to the provisions of the "New Jersey Conflicts of Interest 
Law," P.L. 1971, c. 182 (C. 52:13D-12 et seq.). 
 
§  52:18A-198. Organizational meeting  
 
The commission shall meet for the purpose of organization as soon as may be practicable after the appoint-
ment of its members. The Governor shall select a chairman, who shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor, 
from among the public members and the members of the commission shall annually select a vice-chairman 
from among the representatives of the public or municipal or county governments. Nine members of the 
commission shall constitute a quorum and no matter requiring action by the full commission shall be under-
taken except upon the affirmative vote of not less than nine members. The commission shall meet at the call 
of its chairman or upon the written request of at least nine members. 
 
§  52:18A-199. Duties of the commission  
 
The commission shall: 

a. Prepare and adopt within 36 months after the enactment of P.L. 1985, c. 398 (C. 52:18A-196 et al.), 
and revise and readopt at least every three years thereafter, the State Development and Redevelopment Plan, 
which shall provide a coordinated, integrated and comprehensive plan for the growth, development, renewal 
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and conservation of the State and its regions and which shall identify areas for growth, agriculture, open 
space conservation and other appropriate designations; 

b. Prepare and adopt as part of the plan a long-term Infrastructure Needs Assessment, which shall pro-
vide information on present and prospective conditions, needs and costs with regard to State, county and mu-
nicipal capital facilities, including water, sewerage, transportation, solid waste, drainage, flood protection, 
shore protection and related capital facilities; 

c. Develop and promote procedures to facilitate cooperation and coordination among State agencies, re-
gional entities, and local governments with regard to the development of plans, programs and policies which 
affect land use, environmental, capital and economic development issues; 

d. Provide technical assistance to local governments and regional entities in order to encourage the use of 
the most effective and efficient planning and development review data, tools and procedures; 

e. Periodically review State, regional, and local government planning procedures and relationships and 
recommend to the Governor and the Legislature administrative or legislative action to promote a more effi-
cient and effective planning process; 

f. Review any bill introduced in either house of the Legislature which appropriates funds for a capital 
project and may study the necessity, desirability and relative priority of the appropriation by reference to the 
State Development and Redevelopment Plan, and may make recommendations to the Legislature and to the 
Governor concerning the bill; and 

g. Take all actions necessary and proper to carry out the provisions of P.L. 1985, c. 398 (C. 52:18A-196 
et al.). 
 
§  52:18A-200. State Development and Redevelopment Plan  
 
The State Development and Redevelopment Plan shall be designed to represent a balance of development 
and conservation objectives best suited to meet the needs of the State. The plan shall: 

a. Protect the natural resources and qualities of the State, including, but not limited to, agricultural devel-
opment areas, fresh and saltwater wetlands, flood plains, stream corridors, aquifer recharge areas, steep 
slopes, areas of unique flora and fauna, and areas with scenic, historic, cultural and recreational values; 

b. Promote development and redevelopment in a manner consistent with sound planning and where in-
frastructure can be provided at private expense or with reasonable expenditures of public funds. This should 
not be construed to give preferential treatment to new construction; 

c. Consider input from State, regional, county and municipal entities concerning their land use, environ-
mental, capital and economic development plans, including to the extent practicable any State and regional 
plans concerning natural resources or infrastructure elements; 

d. Identify areas for growth, limited growth, agriculture, open space conservation and other appropriate 
designations that the commission may deem necessary; 

e. Incorporate a reference guide of technical planning standards and guidelines used in the preparation of 
the plan; and 

f. Coordinate planning activities and establish Statewide planning objectives in the following areas: land 
use, housing, economic development, transportation, natural resource conservation, agriculture and farmland 
retention, recreation, urban and suburban redevelopment, historic preservation, public facilities and services, 
and intergovernmental coordination. 
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§  52:18A-201. Office of State Planning  
 
a. There is established in the Department of the Treasury the Office of State Planning. The director of the 
office shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Governor. The director shall supervise and direct 
the activities of the office and shall serve as the secretary and principal executive officer of the State Plan-
ning Commission. 

b. The Office of State Planning shall assist the commission in the performance of its duties and shall: 

(1) Publish an annual report on the status of the State Development and Redevelopment Plan which shall 
describe the progress towards achieving the goals of the plan, the degree of consistency achieved among mu-
nicipal, county, regional, and State plans, the capital needs of the State, and progress towards providing hous-
ing where such need is indicated; 

(2) Provide planning service to other agencies or instrumentalities of State government, review the plans 
prepared by them, and coordinate planning to avoid or mitigate conflicts between plans; 

(3) Provide advice and assistance to regional, county and local planning units; 

(4) Review and comment on the plans of interstate agencies where the plans affect this State; 

(5) Compile quantitative current estimates and Statewide forecasts for population, employment, housing 
and land needs for development and redevelopment; and 

(6) Prepare and submit to the State Planning Commission, as an aid in the preparation of the State De-
velopment and Redevelopment Plan, alternate growth and development strategies which are likely to produce 
favorable economic, environmental and social results. 

c. The director shall ensure that the responsibilities and duties of the commission are fulfilled, and shall 
represent the commission and promote its activities before government agencies, public and private interest 
groups and the general public, and shall undertake or direct such other activities as the commission shall di-
rect or as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of P.L. 1985, c. 398 (C. 52:18A-196 et al.). 

d. With the consent of the commission, the director shall assign to the commission from the staff of the 
office at least two full-time planners, a full-time liaison to local and county governments and regional enti-
ties, and such other staff, clerical, stenographic and expert assistance as the director shall deem necessary for 
the fulfillment of the commission's responsibilities and duties. 
 
§  52:18A-201.1. "Military facility," "military facility commander," notification of land use plan  
 
a. As used in this section: "military facility" means any facility located within the State which is owned or 
operated by the federal government, and which is used for the purposes of providing logistical, technical, 
material, training, and any other support to any branch of the United States military; and "military facility 
commander" means the chief official, base commander or person in charge at a military facility. 

b. Whenever any State department, office, agency, authority, or commission proposes a plan that would 
impact the use of land within 3,000 feet in all directions of any military facility, it shall notify the Director of 
the Office of State Planning in the Department of Community Affairs prior to finalizing its plan. The director 
shall contact the appropriate military facility commander in order to solicit comments addressing any land 
use compatibility issues which may be of concern to the military and shall forward those comments to the 
appropriate State department, office, agency, authority, or commission. The State department, office, agency, 
authority, or commission shall not finalize its plan until it has reviewed any comments submitted by the mili-
tary facility commander on its proposed plan. 

c. The Adjutant General of the Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs shall, within 30 days of the 
effective date of P.L. 2005, c. 41 (C. 40:55D-12.4 et al.), forward a list of military facilities to the Director of 
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the Office of State Planning. The director shall circulate the list to each State department, office, agency, au-
thority or commission. 

d. The Director of the Office of State Planning, upon receiving the list of military facilities from the Ad-
jutant General, shall forthwith notify those municipalities and State departments, offices, agencies, authori-
ties and commissions of the requirements of this section. 
 
§  52:18A-202. Advice of other entities; plan cross-acceptance  
 
a. In preparing, maintaining and revising the State Development and Redevelopment Plan, the commission 
shall solicit and give due consideration to the plans, comments and advice of each county and municipality, 
State agencies designated by the commission, the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council estab-
lished pursuant to section 4 of P.L. 2004, c. 120 (C. 13:20-4), and other local and regional entities. Prior to 
the adoption of each plan, the commission shall prepare and distribute a preliminary plan to each county 
planning board, municipal planning board and other requesting parties, including State agencies, the High-
lands Water Protection and Planning Council, and metropolitan planning organizations. Not less than 45 nor 
more than 90 days thereafter, the commission shall conduct a joint public informational meeting with each 
county planning board in each county and with the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council for the 
purpose of providing information on the plan, responding to inquiries concerning the plan, and receiving in-
formal comments and recommendations from county and municipal planning boards, local public officials, 
the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council, and other interested parties. 

b. The commission shall negotiate plan cross-acceptance with each county planning board, which shall 
solicit and receive any findings, recommendations and objections concerning the plan from local planning 
bodies. Each county planning board shall negotiate plan cross-acceptance among the local planning bodies 
within the county, unless it shall notify the commission in writing within 45 days of the receipt of the pre-
liminary plan that it waives this responsibility, in which case the commission shall designate an appropriate 
entity, or itself, to assume this responsibility. Each board or designated entity shall, within ten months of re-
ceipt of the preliminary plan, file with the commission a formal report of findings, recommendations and ob-
jections concerning the plan, including a description of the degree of consistency and any remaining incon-
sistency between the preliminary plan and county and municipal plans. In any event, should any municipal-
ity's plan remain inconsistent with the State Development and Redevelopment Plan after the completion of 
the cross-acceptance process, the municipality may file its own report with the State Planning Commission, 
notwithstanding the fact that the county planning board has filed its report with the State Planning Commis-
sion. The term cross-acceptance means a process of comparison of planning policies among governmental 
levels with the purpose of attaining compatibility between local, county, regional, and State plans. The proc-
ess is designed to result in a written statement specifying areas of agreement or disagreement and areas re-
quiring modification by parties to the cross-acceptance. 

c. Upon consideration of the formal reports of the county planning boards, the commission shall prepare 
and distribute a final plan to county and municipal planning boards, the Highlands Water Protection and 
Planning Council, and other interested parties. The commission shall conduct not less than six public hear-
ings in different locations throughout the State for the purpose of receiving comments on the final plan. The 
commission shall give at least 30 days' public notice of each hearing in advertisements in at least two news-
papers which circulate in the area served by the hearing and at least 30 days' notice to the governing body 
and planning board of each county and municipality in the area served by the hearing and to the Highlands 
Water Protection and Planning Council for any area in the Highlands Region served by the hearing. 

d. Taking full account of the testimony presented at the public hearings, the commission shall make revi-
sions in the plan as it deems necessary and appropriate and adopt the final plan by a majority vote of its au-
thorized membership no later than 60 days after the final public hearing. 
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§  52:18A-202a. Extended period for filing report on preliminary plan  
 
The extended period for the filing of a formal report of findings, recommendations and objections concerning 
the preliminary plan provided for in section 7 of P.L.1985, c.398 (C.52:18A-202), as amended by P.L.1998, 
c.109, shall apply to any preliminary plan which has not been finalized by the commission, as provided in 
subsection c. of section 7 of P.L.1985, c.398 (C.52:18A-202) prior to the effective date of P.L.1998, c.109. 
 
 


