Case No. 34547

State of New Jersey v. Jabez Colver (Minister of the Gospel)
Indictment for Seditious Words (on April 1, 1777, at Newtown Township, Jabez
Colver, in discourse with Benjamin Hull, is accused of uttering seditious words)

Sussex : 1777

New Jersey State Archives

Supreme Court of New Jersey
Case Files, 1704 - 1844 (SSV00001)

3/6/2025



Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 34547

State of New Jersey v. Jabez Colver (Minister of the Gospel)

Case Number  Case Type County Dates
34547 Indictment for Seditious Words (on Sussex 1777

April 1, 1777, at Newtown Township,
Jabez Colver, in discourse with
Benjamin Hull, is accused of uttering

seditious words)

Jabez Colver was heard to say: "I think it is best to set up the King's Standard and
I think it would be best to let [Joseph] Barton set up the King's Standard for if we
up before the [British] Regulars come we shall save our Estates. And if America
overcome[s,] the Presbyterians will pull down all other Persuasions."

See also: SOY00001-Sussex County Oyer & Terminer Minutes, May 28-June
14, 1777, page 16, and page 18

PLAINTIFF

DEFENDANT

NAMED IN CASE

NAMED IN CASE

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

State of New Jersey
Colver, Jabez (Minister of the Gospel) (of Newtown Township)
Barton, Joseph (joined the Army of the King)
Hull, Benjamin (Witness to the seditious words)
Barber, John (Esquire)

Byram, Jeptha (Esquire)

Kennedy, Samuel (Esquire)

Martin, Isaac (Esquire)

McCollom, Jacob (Esquire)

Morris, Robert (Chief Justice)

Paterson, William (Attorney General)

Smith, Isaac (Esquire)

Symmes, John Cleves (Justice of the Supreme Court)

Page 1 of 3
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OFFICIAL Symmes, Timothy (Esquire)
OFFICIAL Thompson, Mark (Esquire)
JUROR Cortrecht, Hans

JUROR Davis, James (Esquire)
JUROR Edsal, James

JUROR Emmans, Nicholas
JUROR Ennis, Daniel

JUROR Hopkins, Nathan

JUROR Hover, Henry

JUROR Kermer, James

JUROR Mann, Ernest

JUROR Perry, Joseph

JUROR Pritzman, Frederick
JUROR Simonson, Christopher
JUROR Skimer, Abraham

JUROR Sutfield, Guisbert

JUROR Westbrook, Joannes Jacob
JUROR Westbrook, Peter

JUROR Westfall, Henry

JURY FOREMAN McMurtrie, John (Esquire)
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JURY FOREMAN McMurtrie, John
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