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Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 34562
State of New Jersey v. William Cozens

Case Number  Case Type County Dates
34562 Indictment for Seditious Words (on Essex 1779

February 1, 1777, at Elizabethtown,
William Cozens, in the presence of
Abigail Brookfield and several other
persons, is accused of uttering
seditious words)

William Cozens is reported to have said the following: "The Americans are
Rebels. Notwithstanding | have taken the Oath of Allegiance to the State, | pay no
regard to it as I did it to save my life. King George is my King. The Oath of
Allegiance | have taken to the State, | think [is] of no consequence because | was
obliged to take it to save my Life. |took the Oaths of Allegiance to King George
the Second, and King George the Third freely and think | am bound to keep them
and | esteem them valid."

See also: SOY00001-Essex County Oyer & Terminer Minutes, March 1-16, 1779,
page 8 and page 14

PLAINTIFF State of New Jersey

DEFENDANT Cozens, William (Yeoman) (of Elizabethtown)
NAMED IN CASE Brookfield, Benjamin (Husband of Abigail Brookfield)
NAMED IN CASE Hinds, John (Deceased; late Husband of Mary Hinds)
EVIDENCE (WITNESS Brookfield, Abigail (Wife of Benjamin Brookfield)
CALLED)

EVIDENCE (WITNESS Hinds, Mary (Widow of John Hinds, deceased)
CALLED)

EVIDENCE (WITNESS Winans, Jacob

CALLED)

OFFICIAL Paterson, William (Attorney General)

JURY FOREMAN Hayes, Samuel
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https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SOY00001_Oyer_Terminer_Minutes/SOY00001_Essex_Oyer_Terminer_Mar_1-16_1779.pdf#page=8
https://nj.gov/state/darm/WebCatalogPDF/SOY00001_Oyer_Terminer_Minutes/SOY00001_Essex_Oyer_Terminer_Mar_1-16_1779.pdf#page=14
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