Case No. 38484

State of New Jersey v. Mehetabel Smith (Wife of James Smith)
Indictment for Seditious Words (on October 16, 1777, at Morris Town, Mehetabel
Smith is accused uttering seditious words)

Morris : 1777

New Jersey State Archives

Supreme Court of New Jersey
Case Files, 1704 - 1844 (SSV00001)

10/20/2025



Supreme Court Case Files : Case # 38484
State of New Jersey v. Mehetabel Smith (Wife of James Smith)

Case Number  Case Type County Dates
38484 Indictment for Seditious Words (on Morris 1777

October 16, 1777, at Morris Town,
Mehetabel Smith is accused uttering
seditious words)

On October 16, 1777, at Morris Town, Mehetabel Smith, in discourse with Joseph Curtis concerning
Aaron Forman, who was currently being held at the jail and charged with treason, was heard to say:
"If Doctor Forman be hanged the Regulars will burn this Town, Elizabeth Town, and New Ark. 1
am a Tory and was one from the beginning of the Contest. King George is our lawful Sovereign and
all those are Rebels who act in opposition to the British Army."

See also: SOY00001 Morris County Oyer & Terminer Minutes, October 16-November 12, 1777,
page 34, page 37, and page 40

PLAINTIFF State of New Jersey

DEFENDANT Smith, Mehetabel (of Morris Town; Wife of James Smith)
NAMED IN CASE Forman, Aaron

NAMED IN CASE Smith, James (of Morris Town; Husband of Mehetabel Smith)
EVIDENCE (WITNESS Clark, [Unrecorded] (Mrs.; on behalf of Mehetabel Smith;
CALLED) [detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 37])
EVIDENCE (WITNESS Curtis, Joseph (on behalf of the State; [detail from SOY00001
CALLED) Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

OFFICIAL Boudinot, [Unrecorded] Jr. (Attorney) (for Mehetabel Smith;

[detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

OFFICIAL Lindsly, Ephraim (Constable) ([detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

OFFICIAL Ogden, [Unrecorded] (Attorney) (for Mehetabel Smith; [detail
from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

OFFICIAL Paterson, William (Attorney General)
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JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JUROR

JURY FOREMAN

Ayres, Silas ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Burnet, Lindsly ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Crane, Moses Jr. ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Easton, Stephen ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Gould, Jacob (Esquire) ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T
Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

Jhnson, Richard ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Kitchel, Abraham (Esquire) ([detail from SOY00001-Morris
O&T Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

Kitchel, Uzal ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Ludlum, Samuel ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Nichols, Walter ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37))

Tuttle, Nathaniel ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T
Minutes, 1777, p. 37])

Wheeler, John ([detail from SOY00001-Morris O&T Minutes,
1777, p. 37])

Horton, Elijah
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